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“The anniversary that Università Cattolica is celebrating  

this year, in 2021, marks a symbolic moment in the history 

of the ideal, cultural, social and faith-based project that lies 

at the heart of the University and which is also the story 

of those who conceived and made it real: people to whom 

we owe not only the foundation and growth of Università 

Cattolica, but also the participation and sharing, in their 

respective roles as professors, lecturers, staff and students, 

in a great work, which today can claim the importance and 

originality of its contribution to the development of our 

country. The spirit of the 'factory' was very much alive in 

the intentions of the men and women who, one hundred 

years ago, gave life to the founding project of Università 

Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, today reaching today a goal that 

attests to the depth of an intuition in which an innovative 

system of education, scientific research, cultural ferment, 

civil commitment, health care and assistance are rooted.

 This first century now stands in front of us with the force of 

a profound experience, ready to let itself be questioned and 

renewed by reality; an experience that looks to the future, 

that asks our academic community to continue along the 

path it has taken in order to take on the new demands and 

expectations generated by the transformations taking place 

in the contemporary world. And to build its Church every 

day, animated by the same spirit and the same intentions 

that we find in the old factories, with the active participation 

of everyone: teaching staff, administrative staff, students, 

families, the world of associations and parishes, united in 

a choral effort that reaffirms the strength of its tradition 

projecting it towards new horizons.”
The Rector Franco Anelli

on the occasion of the 97th Università Cattolica Day
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A century 
in numbers
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ACADEMIC YEAR 1922/23

2,290
lesson hours

46 
courses taught

90
lesson days

2 
faculties (Philosophy and Social Sciences)

25
daily lesson hours (on average)

322
Exam calls

105
exam days

3
Exam calls per day (on average)

ACADEMIC YEAR 1944/45

7,850
lesson hours

195 
courses taught

4
faculties (Law, Political Science, 
Arts and Philosophy, Education)

87 
daily lesson hours (on average)

1,560
Exam calls

120
exam days

13
Exam calls per day (on average)

A major cultural, scientific, 
and social project for families, 
society, and the Church
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ACADEMIC YEAR 2020/21

500,000
lesson hours

22,400 
exam calls

251,865
exams

10,547 
graduation sessions

1,279
hours of lessons each day (on average)

196
exam calls per day (on average)

89%
average exam pass rate

SINCE FOUNDATION

273,527
graduates

119,449 
graduates in economic, legal
and socio-political disciplines

104,527
graduates in humanities, education 
and foreign languages

41,468 
graduates in medicine and surgery 
and psychological sciences

8,033
graduates in agriculture, food, and environmental 
sciences and scientific-mathematical sciences

52,718
graduates of postgraduate schools 
and university specialising masters

2,628
doctoral graduates

73%
the percentage of students graduating 
within  the prescribed programme duration 
(85% in the last 10 years)

328,873
specialising masters, postgraduate 
and doctoral graduates

1,967,653
enrolments

56,159 
scholarships awarded to students

over 88,074 
scientific publications produced and reviewed

The initial numbers have been multiplied by 428
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The heritage of graduates
over these 100 years. 
Sensitive minds trained 
by Università Cattolica
for the development 
of society and the economy

Number of graduates in the last 100 years

Graduates in Law

Graduates in Political and Social Sciences

Graduates in Economics

Graduates in Arts and Philosophy

Graduates in Education (Magisterium)

Graduates in Agriculture, Food and Environmental Sciences

Graduates in Medicine and Surgery

Graduates in Mathematical, Physical and Natural Sciences

Graduates in Banking, Finance and Insurance Sciences

Graduates in Linguistic Sciences and Foreign Literatures

Graduates in Economics and Law

Graduates in Psychology

Doctoral researchers

Graduates from Specialisation Schools and Specialising Masters

                        19,733

                      17,566

         65,569

               37,942

     42,748

        5,677

             29,383

    2,356

         7,077

                            23,837

            9,554

               12,085

    2,628

     52,718
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A degree that satisfies our students

87%
of graduate degree graduates from 
Università Cattolica are satisfied with their first job

91% 
is satisfied with the cultural education received

87% 
is satisfied with the professional content 
of their first job

90% 
is satisfied with the degree of autonomy obtained 
in their first corporate position

81% 
is satisfied with the problem-solving skills 
acquired at Università Cattolica

82% 
is satisfied with the interpersonal and team 
management skills acquired at Università Cattolica

81% 
would re-enrol in Università Cattolica

83% 
would recommend Università Cattolica 
to family and friends

80% 
of graduate degree graduates found 
employment within 12 months of graduation 

60% 
of our undergraduate and graduate degree graduates 
found employment within 3 months of graduation

From the UCSC-IPSOS 2021 survey 

On the occasion of the drafting of the Centenary Mission 

Report, IPSOS carried out a survey in the form of an interview 

with 100 graduates of Università Cattolica, who graduated 

between the end of the 1960s and the beginning of the 

new millennium, aimed at ascertaining their perceptions, 

memories and level of satisfaction with the University. The 

interviewed sample is composed of 50 men and 50 women, 

from all Faculties and Campuses of Università Cattolica

99%
of the sample interviewed have excellent memories 
of their experience at Università Cattolica

90% 
stated that Università Cattolica has had a major im-
pact on them personally and on their achievements
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Our 
mission
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“A work intended for human progress, both through the 

education of the young people and through the search for 

and the defence of the  truth.”
Father Agostino Gemelli 

“Even before it was an institution, Università Cattolica 

del Sacro Cuore was born, before being an institution, as a 

project, a bold one for those times, with the aim of creating 

a place for education and advanced training, scientific 

research and cultural debate, to encourage a renewed full 

and intense participation of Italian Catholics in the country’s 

civil and social life.”
The Rector Franco Anelli

Introduction Mission Report  2018

Our values

“Università Cattolica is an academic community of 

professors, lecturers, students, administrative and technical 

staff, inspired by respect for fundamental human rights and 

personal and collective freedoms, together with principles 

of solidarity.”
Statute, Art. 10

In line with the values enshrined in the Statute of Università 

Cattolica, the Code of Ethics sets out the rules of conduct 

that constitute a reference point for guiding the behaviour 

of all members of the university community, who are 

required to make a conscious commitment to observe 

the cultural, scientific and educational objectives and the 

Catholic nature of the University, while respecting the 

freedom of each individual.

Students take part in the organisation of the university's 

activities through their representatives in the central bodies 

and in the councils of the teaching facilities.

Università Cattolica is a non-profit organisation: any 

surpluses generated by the performance of institutional 

activities are used for investments and activities functional 

to the pursuit of the institutional aims of Università 

Cattolica and cannot in any case be distributed, not even 

indirectly, to third parties.

 

A forward-looking project 
that comes from afar
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A large educational community

“We consider it our duty [...] to prepare a class of leader 

capable of responding to such noble ideals. This is our 

mission, this is our programme, this is our hope.”
Father Agostino Gemelli,

Keynote address, Inauguration AY 1928/29

Identity, prestige and responsibility
The specificity of Università Cattolica does not consist in 

the concern to be scientifically better, more competent, 

more rigorous, because this belongs to the very being of the 

university. Rather, its distinctive feature emerges in its ability 

to pursue a unifying - not uniforming - project involving  

all the disciplines, a mosaic made up of many pieces that 

produce  a design, without which it would remain just a 

heap  of  knowledge.

The  pressure of expressing an 'organic culture' that can 

foster the overall development of the a person is today 

translated into an academic community capable of 

generating intelligence and creativity, capable of confronting 

the changes taking place at national and international 

level. Being professors/lecturers and students at Università 

Cattolica means following the path of a balanced relationship 

between teaching and scientific research and it means living 

with awareness a twofold responsibility, both educational 

and social.

 Maintaining this unity of experience makes it possible to 

pursue the great cultural enterprise of forming people and 

citizens - not just specialists - accustomed to confronting 

the great questions that history, culture and society continue 

to pose.

“Università Cattolica, in line with the spirit of its founders, 

specifically aims to assure the presence of committed people in 

the academic and cultural world who are prepared to address 

and solve the problems of society and culture, enlightened by 

the Christian message and its  moral principles.”
Statute, Art. 1

A collaborative university

“I would like to emphasise the effective cooperation we 

have established with the Rectors of the other universities in 

Milan, with whom we have begun to draw up joint projects,  

aimed at promoting ventures that increase the effectiveness 

of the educational system of Milan, and Lombardy more 

generally, especially in terms of internationalisation.”
The Rector Franco Anelli 

Keynote address, Inauguration AY  2012/13
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A free, non-state, non-profit university 

“Today, Italian universities fall into three groups: the first 

group includes the ancient and glorious ten universities [...] 

which are completely paid for by the State, despite having 

teaching and administrative autonomy; the second group 

includes the others that receive only a subsidy from the 

State [...]. Finally, the third group includes free universities, 

i.e., universities promoted by bodies, with a statute approved 

by the State and a system that complies with the national 

rules  [...] on university organisation. This total  freedom, 

which gives these free institutions legal personality, will 

benefit [...], if they have sufficient strength for this complex 

task, all other private ventures. Our Università Cattolica is 

the only one that the promulgation of the law finds already 

organised and partly arranged. Our experiment was therefore 

the most successful; the venerable Head of this University, 

the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, guided us [...]. This does not 

end the difficult part of our task.”
Father Agostino Gemelli

Keynote address, Inauguration AY 1923/24

Father Agostino Gemelli 
in Marzio (VA), 1936.
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A university for everyone

Thanks to the generosity of many benefactors and its 

own direct commitment, Università Cattolica has always 

supported students and their families by offering a wide 

range of aids and services that go well beyond scholarships.

SOME ILLUSTRATIVE DATA

academic years 1947-1981 

12.5 billion lire
of aid provided by the university work and 
by the university administration
to finance student canteens and colleges

3.3 billion lire 
of aid provided for student health care

410 million lire 
of aid granted to finance free places in colleges

PLACES AVAILABLE IN THE COLLEGE

Academic year 1926/27 
26 places (in one boarding house)

Academic year 1959/60
592 places (in 7 facilities)

Academic year 2019/20
1,325 places (in 20 facilities)

SCHOLARSHIPS FROM THE FOUNDATION

175.1 million euro
of scholarships awarded to students 
(at current values)

59,159
grants awarded to students

SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES 

30.1 million euro
saved by students and their families thanks to 
the services offered by the EDUCatt Foundation 
compared to market prices over the last decade

more than 3 million euro
average savings per year (minimum)

Università Cattolica provides a range of services that allow 

an annual saving of:

968,000 euro
on books

1 million euro 
on accommodation

520,000 euro
on meals

530,000 euro 
on health services
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The distribution of Università Cattolica students 

by income bracket today.

An inclusive university 
for every social group

Fixed Rate
15%

Over 100,000 euro 
26%

75,001-100,000 euro 
9%

40,001-75,000 euro 
26%

24,001-40,000 euro 
15%

0-24,000 euro 
9%
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The governance of the University is oriented towards the 

synthesis between the pursuit of the academic mission - 

education, research and "third mission" - and the need to 

ensure efficient and sound administrative management.

Rector
Prof. Franco Anelli

Deputy Pro-Rector
Prof. Antonella Sciarrone Alibrandi

Academic Senate
The Academic Senate consists of the Rector and the Deans 

of the Faculties.

• Prof. Franco Anelli, Rector

• Prof. Stefano Solimano, Faculty of Law

• Prof. Antonella Occhino, Faculty of Economics

• Prof. Angelo Bianchi, Faculty of Arts and Philosophy

• Prof. Domenico Simeone, Faculty of Education Sciences

• Prof. Marco Trevisan, Faculty of Agricultural, Food and 

Environmental Sciences

 

• Prof. Rocco Domenico Alfonso Bellantone, Faculty of 

Medicine and Surgery “A. Gemelli”

• Prof. Maurizio Paolini, Faculty of Mathematical, Physical 

and Natural Sciences

• Prof. Elena Beccalli, School of Banking, Finance and 

Insurance Sciences

• Prof. Giovanni Gobber, Faculty of Linguistic Sciences and 

Foreign Literatures

• Prof. Alessandro Antonietti, Faculty of Psychology

• Prof. Guido Stefano Merzoni, Faculty of Political and Social 

Sciences

• Prof. Anna Maria Fellegara, Faculty of Economics and Law

Rector’s delegates
The Rector is assisted by  delegates, appointed from among 

the full professors, for the coordination and development 

of specific areas of the University’s activities.

Governance
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Board of Directors
Chaired by the Rector, the Board of Directors consists of:

• Ten members appointed by the Giuseppe Toniolo 

Institute for Higher Studies

•  One representative of the Holy See

•  One representative of the Italian Bishops' Conference

•  One representative of Italian Catholic Action

•  One Government Representative

•  Three members elected by full and associate professors 

from among the full professors of the University campuses.

The General Manager participates with an advisory vote and 

as secretary of the Board.

Board of Auditors
The Board of Auditors of Università Cattolica consists of 3 full 

members and 2deputy members chosen among registered 

auditors. The President and the members of the Board of 

Auditors are appointed by the Rector  following a proposal 

from the Board of Directors.

General Manager
The General Manager is the head of the administrative 

organisation of the University. He is appointed by the Board 

of Directors on a proposal from the Rector. The General 

Manager is Paolo Nusiner.

Consultative Board
The Council of Directors is set up to promote broader 

participation of the components of the university 

community in the formation of guidelines and general 

decisions concerning the University. It is made up of the 

Rector, who chairs it, the General Ecclesiastical Assistant 

and 56 other members representing the various components 

of the University: full and associate professors, university 

researchers, technical-administrative and healthcare staff 

and students.

Supervisory Board
The Supervisory Board has autonomous powers of initiative 

and control and is responsible for monitoring the functioning, 

effectiveness, adequacy, and compliance of the University's 

organisational model. It consists of a chairperson and four 

members appointed by the Board of Directors.

Academic Assessment Team
The Academic Assessment Team is appointed by Rector's 

Decree and consists of 9 members (mostly from outside 

the University), including a student elected by the student 

representatives in the Faculty Councils.



25

Events
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore has always promoted 

scientific and cultural dissemination by organising public 

events aimed at all members of the society.

17,713
cultural events open to the public organised 
at Università Cattolica in the last 10 years.

about 2,000
scientific and cultural events organised every year 
on the premises of Università Cattolica, including 
conventions, conferences, seminars and round 
tables, study days, workshops, ceremonies, awards 
ceremonies, meetings, company recruiting days, 
company presentations and meetings, concerts, plays, 
exhibitions, film screenings and presentations of 
scientific and literary publications.

Università Cattolica
is a major cultural hub, open to the 
community and society
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The University Library and Document System
Each campus of Università Cattolica is equipped with a 

Library to serve the teaching and research activities carried 

out on the University campuses.

The libraries of the Milan, Brescia, Piacenza-Cremona and 

Rome campuses work in synergy to form a single library 

system, which has a total of 1,258,000 printed works 

(monographs and excerpts), 26,200 printed journals and 

15,700 multimedia works (DVDs and CD-ROMs). ). In addition 

to these documentary resources, there is a rich collection of 

electronic resources consisting of 71,000 e-journals, 551,600 

e-books and 885 databases.

All these resources are searchable through the University   

Catalogue (also called OPAC: On-line Public Access Catalog), 

as well as advanced search tools such as the discovery tool 

Summon and Yewno Discover. Each library provides reference 

and bibliographical information services to help users use 

documentary resources, presenting the services and tools on 

its website and through Cattolica Library, the newsletter of 

the entire library and documentary system sent to professors, 

lecturers, students and the technical-administrative staff of 

the University. The University Library and Document System 

has set up partnerships and projects to enhance the cultural 

heritage of nationally important organisations, such as the 

Italian Touring Club, the Veneranda Biblioteca Ambrosiana, the 

PIME Foundation and the Christian Russia Foundation.

Cultural and historical archives
Some of the campus libraries hold cultural archives and 

book collections of particular value, such as, for example, 

the Franco Loi Foundation, recently acquired at the Milan 

campus, and the "Carlo Viganò" Library of the History 

of Science, which has long been kept in the Historical 

Collections of the Brescia campus. In order to help scholars 

who use archival materials, a specific on-line catalogue has 

been created, which allows them to search for documents 

from the General Archive for the History of Università 

Cattolica del Sacro Cuore and from the cultural archives 

of the libraries of the university's campuses  that are 

available for consultation. The University has always paid 

particular attention to the preservation and archiving of 

documents produced and acquired during its activities. 

Other specialised archives are, for example, the Archive 

for the History of the Catholic Social Movement in Italy 

"Mario Romani", the Historical Archive of the Resistance in 

Brescia and of Contemporary History and the Archive for 

the History of Education in Italy, both of which are located 

in the Historical Collections of the Brescia Campus.
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Commitment to music
In 2011 Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore set up the 

Studium Musicale di Ateneo, a body aimed at promoting 

the cultural-musical interaction between art music and the 

other disciplines taught at the University, through cultural 

and educational projects, events and concerts. This scheme 

involves students and graduates who are musicians  and 

passionate music lovers and who, in cooperation with 

established scholars and musicians, carry out musicological 

activities and at the same time provide a 'musical service' to 

the university community.

Theatre
Theatre has a long tradition at Università Cattolica. Mario 

Apollonio, a lecturer in Italian literature, supported by the then 

Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Philosophy, Ezio Franceschini, 

founded and directed training activities and theatrical projects 

involving students from the University. Università Cattolica 

has trained personalities who have contributed to the history 

of theatrical culture in Italy over the last few decades, and 

has set up important study and research centres, such as the 

Theatre Research Centre, founded by Sisto Dalla Palma, one 

of Apollonio’s students, the CIT Centro di cultura e iniziativa 

teatrale "Mario Apollonio" ("The Mario Apollonio" Centre for 

Culture and Theatre), established in 2006, and, in 1975, the 

Centro Universitario Teatrale Cut - University theatre centre - 

at the Brescia campus in 1975, thanks to a group of students 

linked to the History of Theatre and Performing Arts Chair.

To date, the scientific and cultural production in this field is 

extensive, and the workshop and public performance activities 

are lively.



Inauguration of Università 
Cattolica del Sacro Cuore,
7th December 1921
Pictured is the Aula Magna 
during the opening ceremony.
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“While this university is today only an experiment, 

based above all on the confidence we have in the future 

resurgence of our country's greatness, it is not, however, 

born as something completely new and therefore without a 

tradition, which would be a great danger for a higher school, 

since it would mean that it has no doctrine of its own. [...] 

The method we follow here is also in line with this tradition 

[...] "science for science's sake, ordained to life' [...]. That is, 

science sought without any concern, without any prejudice, 

science loved and served as such. [...] But scientific research, 

in order not to lose its way, must be ordained to life.”
Father Agostino Gemelli

Keynote address, Inauguration AY 1923/24

1919
Father Agostino Gemelli, Ludovico Necchi, Francesco Olgiati, 

Armida Barelli and Ernesto Lombardo, who were intensively 

involved in cultural and ecclesiastical matters, achieved 

their goal of immediately founding a Catholic University 

that would play an important and compelling role in the 

national culture.

From an experiment to the biggest 
European Catholic University

Inauguration of Università 
Cattolica del Sacro Cuore,

7th December 1921
In the centre: 

Father Agostino Gemelli, 
Rector, among the first students.
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1920
The Giuseppe Toniolo Institute for Higher Education was 

established as the founding body and guarantor of Università 

Cattolica, and named after the economist and sociologist, one of 

the most active protagonists of the Italian Catholic movement. 

On 24th June 1920, the Institute obtained the decree of approval 

signed by Benedetto Croce, then Minister of Education, while 

Pope Benedict XV endorsed the University from an ecclesiastical 

standpoint: Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore was canonically 

established with the Decree of the Sacred Congregation for 

Seminaries and Universities of 25th December 1920.

The Giuseppe Toniolo Institute for Higher Education   
The Giuseppe Toniolo Institute for Higher  Education  is the founding 

moral body and guarantor of Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore 

and has the task of safeguarding  the pursuit of its institutional aims. 

It promotes the link between Università Cattolica and the Italian 

dioceses; it supports the integration of deserving students from all 

over the country into Università Cattolica; it works to qualify the 

educational project of the Colleges on campus; it contributes to 

the process of internationalisation process of the University. The 

annual University Day is an important opportunity for the Toniolo 

Institute to present all these projects. A well-established tool in 

this regard is also the Osservatorio Giovani (Youth Observatory), 

which since 2011 has been carrying out the most significant 

national survey on young people aged between 19 and 29.

Giuseppe Toniolo
in St Peter's Square, Rome, 1915.
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1921
On 7 December 1921, Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore 

was officially inaugurated in Milan, with a Mass celebrated 

by Father Agostino Gemelli in the presence of Cardinal 

Achille Ratti, Archbishop of Milan and the future Pope Pius 

XI. The University is located in the building designed by 

Luigi Canonica in Via Sant'Agnese 2. In 1921, there were 68 

students enrolled in the first two active courses, Philosophical 

Sciences and Social Sciences.

1923
In the second half of 1923, on the premises of Università 

Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, the Istituto Superiore di 

Magistero (Higher Institute of Magisterium) was founded 

by the Educational Institution of the University itself and 

the Giuseppe Toniolo Institute for Higher Education. It has 

university status and functions and enables graduates of 

the Istituti Magistrali to complete their studies, preparing 

them to teach philosophy and pedagogy in the schools and 

in the Istituti Magistrali themselves; it also allows teachers 

of state primary schools to qualify for the posts of head 

teacher and school inspector. The Istituto Superiore di 

Magistero became independent autonomous in 1936 and 

in 1996 it was transformed into the Faculty of Education.

“A great task awaits us: the Catholics of Italy have placed 

their best hopes in us [...] this restoration will not be  possible 

if we do not know how to train the ruling classes, not only 

in the elevation of culture, but also in the discipline of the 

spirit. This is an arduous and serious task, for which human 

forces are not enough [...].

Young students, distinguished and dear colleagues, new 

and old friends of this university, distinguished gentlemen, 

my lords and ladies: the new year is waiting for us; we are 

late in getting down to work. We therefore declare the third 

academic year open. I pray to God that this University, which 

was founded to help establish among men the kingdom of 

love and justice, may also correspond in its third academic 

year to His divine grace and His will.”
Father Agostino Gemelli 

Keynote address, Inauguration AY 1923/24

1924-1926
In 1924, after legal recognition by the Italian State, which 

allowed it to award degrees and diplomas with legal value 

- the Articles of Association of Università Cattolica were  

approved by Royal Decree No. 1661, 2nd October 1924, 

published on 31st October in the Official  Gazette and  the 

Faculty of Arts and Philosophy and the Faculty of Law were 

established.

Monographic issue 
of the journal Vita e Pensiero, 

Year VII - vol. XII - issue 101
December 1921.
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In 1926, the School of Political, Economic and Social Sciences 

was separated from the Faculty of Law and, in 1931, the 

Faculty of Political, Economic and Commercial Sciences was  

established, which until 1947 also conferred a degree in 

Economics and Trade.

“We have to prove that our university has legal status 

and the right to award degrees not because of a graciously 

granted concession, but because we have shown ourselves 

worthy of it because we are ripe for freedom.”
Father Agostino Gemelli 

Keynote address, Inauguration AY 1923/24

1927-1932
Università Cattolica purchased the ancient monastery of 

Sant'Ambrogio, designed by Bramante, which became the 

main campus of the University in October 1932.

“Young people have grown continuously in number.  [...]

They are young people who come from every part of Italy, 

from all parts, especially the most remote; they come to us 

sometimes encountering sacrifices and hardships [...]. Our 

University has thus become a complex organism; it has a 

general library, scientific institutes, laboratories, seminars, 

special libraries, in a word, equipment that meets the needs 

of the most modern research [...].

Inauguration of the new campus 
of  Università Cattolica in Piazza 
Sant'Ambrogio on the feast
of  Christ the King, 30th October 
1932. Cardinal Alessio Ascalesi 
speaks from the main balcony.
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Among spiritual benefits, the first one to remember is 

tradition. But God's providence, in arranging human affairs 

in such a way that we can inaugurate this building today, 

has allowed us to remember that our tradition goes back 

thousands of years. It is the same tradition that led to the 

construction of these magnificent cloisters by Bramante.”
Father Agostino Gemelli

Keynote address, Inauguration AY 1932/33

1949-1964
Università Cattolica's commitment continued with intensity 

in the immediate post-war period, with the construction 

of new campuses and the creation of new degree courses. 

The Faculty of Economics was officially established in 1947, 

offering also an evening programme. On 30 October 1949, 

before the then President of the Republic, Luigi Einaudi, the 

laying of the foundation stone of the Faculty of Agriculture 

in Piacenza. In the post-war period, the Piacenza Campus 

was built and started operating in the a. y.1952/53. On 

4th August 1958, the decree establishing the Faculty of 

Medicine and Surgery in Rome was issued. The great dream 

of Father Gemelli, who graduated in Medicine and Surgery 

in Pavia, of creating a medical faculty was coming true. In 

1959 building works began and on 5th November 1961 John 

XXIII solemnised the birth of the Faculty of Medicine and 

Surgery, which began its activities in the same year. In 1964, 

the Agostino Gemelli University Hospital was inaugurated.

“Quando When the idea of the founding our University 

took shape in 1917, I could see very clearly that we, the 

Catholics, would never have the money to pay the salaries 

of professors, to build up a library, to provide for all the 

needs of a university. And the more I was told about the 

implementation, the more the difficulties grew in my mind. 

At the end of 1917, I found myself at Giuseppe Toniolo's 

bedside; with me there were the servant of God Vico 

Necchi, the companion of all my endeavours, Mons. Olgiati, 

the friend of the heart, and the late Miss Armida Barelli, 

who was the bold promoter of all our initiatives.

Toniolo, in an inspired mood, after listening to the 

statement made by Miss Barelli, and holding my young and 

robust hand in his bony and weak one, said: "Do it soon, for 

Father Agostino Gemelli 
among the graduates, 1949.
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the love of Italy." I felt the blood in my veins stirring and I 

left that room with a moved and troubled soul, having in 

my mind those two penetrating eyes lit up with vivid light. 

And my soul was troubled when I presented myself with 

Mons. Olgiati to Benedict XV; the great Pope told us: "Do, 

and do a great thing, worthy of the Catholic name'.”
Father Agostino Gemelli

 “Why Italian Catholics aspire to have a Faculty of Medicine'

Vita e Pensiero no. 1/1958

1965-1971
In 1965, the Brescia campus of Università Cattolica was 

opened with the Faculty of Education. In 1967, the first 

physicians graduated in Rome. Meanwhile, on the initiative 

of leading mathematicians, the Faculty of Mathematical, 

Physical and Natural Sciences was added to the academic 

offer in 1971. This is also the period of the students’ protest 

of 1968.

1984-2002
In 1984, the first lessons began at the Cremona Campus. 

During the 1990s, the School of Banking, Finance and 

Insurance Sciences (1990) and the Faculties of Foreign 

Languages and Literatures (1991) - today Linguistic 

Sciences and Foreign Literatures - and Psychology (1999) 

were established at the Milan campus. In 1997, the Faculty 

of Economics of Piacenza, linked to the one at the Milan 

campus, became independent, as did the Faculty of Law. In 

the academic year 2001/02 the Faculty of Sociology was 

founded in Milan.

2003-2020
In this period, the first degree courses in English and the first 

double degrees were created and in 2015 the Fondazione 

Policlinico Agostino Gemelli was established, a non-profit body 

which has taken over the management of health care at the 

Roman hospital, in close collaboration with the Faculty of 

Medicine and Surgery. In 2015, the University took part in the 

Milan Expo  'Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life'.

In 2018, the Fondazione Policlinico Universitario Agostino 

Gemelli received the prestigious recognition of IRCCS (Institute 

Faculty of Medicine and Surgery, 
Rome.  Visit of the President of 
the Republic Antonio Segni
(right, Rector Francesco Vito), 
21th February 1963.
[photo Giordani]
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for Treatment and Research). In October 2021, it obtained the 

Joint Commission International accreditation.

2021
Università Cattolica continues with new projects both in its 

educational activities and by expanding into new spaces. 

The development of the Brescia and Piacenza-Cremona 

campuses is of great importance, with the purchase, 

restoration and adaptation of the two new campuses of 

Mompiano (Brescia) and Santa Monica (Cremona) for 

university activities.

Brescia - Mompiano Campus
 • Classrooms - 29 covering 2,450 square metres

  • Laboratories – 17 covering 876 square metres

 • Library - 169 square metres

 • Services - 2,016 square metres 

 • Offices - covering 1,769 square metres

Cremona - Santa Monica Campus
 • Classrooms - 20 covering 1,400 square metres  

 • Aula Magna - 500 square metres 

  • Laboratories - 31 covering 900 square metres 

  • Library - 385 square metres 

 • Offices - covering 1,100 square metres
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At the Milan campus, buildings and facilities already in use, 

such as the Rino Fenaroli Sports Centre and the premises in Via 

San Vittore 35, have been renovated over the last ten years. In 

addition to these, areas in the proximity of the Largo Gemelli 

campus, in Via Olona 2 and at Via Lanzone 14 have been restored 

and put to university use. An important initiative in progress is 

the preparation of theCaserma Garibaldi, an ex-military barracks, 

adjacent to the monumental campus in Largo Gemelli.

Milan - Rino Fenaroli Sports Centre
Spaces for university functions and sports activities 

covering a total of 1,434 square metres indoors and 

12,350 square metres of outdoor areas.

Milano - Caserma Garibaldi
The handover protocol for the Santa Valeria portion of 

the Caserma Garibaldi was signed on 30th September 

2021. Renovation works will begin in 2022.
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Milan - via Lanzone, 14
The building was completely renovated in 2020 and 2021, 

reorganised for use as classrooms and offices.

Total area approximately 1,800 square metres.

 • Classrooms: 5 rooms covering 420 square metres 

  (approx. 400 seats)

 • Offices: 123 square metres

Milan - via San Vittore, 35
Spaces for the various university functions  covering  a 

total of 412 square metres.

Milan - via Olona
The spaces are located on the ground, mezzanine and 

basement and first basement floors of a building owned 

by a third party.

The spaces include:

 • No. 22 classrooms covering 1,003 square metres

 • Study/reading/meeting/residential/consultancy rooms  

  covering 523 square metres

 • Offices covering  419 square metres

 • Open space covering 115.35 square metres 
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Università Cattolica after 
the bombings in 1943.
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«On 15th and 16th August 1943,” Armida Barelli recounts 

in the Rivista degli Amici, “the headquarters of Università 

Cattolica del Sacro Cuore were severely bombed. The office 

building burnt down and partially collapsed, destroying all 

our administrative, propaganda and Friends' offices, files and 

everything else related to our beautiful and dear Friends' 

organisation ‘Friends of the University’. The warehouses of 

Università Cattolica, the Secretariat of GFCI (Catholic Youth 

Association for Girls), the Opera della Regalità (Association 

for the Kingship of Christ) and the publishing house Vita e 

Pensiero were burnt down. Millions of volumes and brochures 

were devoured by the flames. There was absolutely nothing 

left in the literal sense of the word!».

Honorary graduates: students serving their 
country who died in the war
The war turned everything upside down. Many students 

were forced to interrupt their studies and leave for the 

front. Many of them never returned to their homes or to 

their studies at Università Cattolica. Some were close to 

graduation. All that remains of them are a few photos, their 

documents and university transcripts, which are kept in the 

archives of Università Cattolica. These pages are dedicated to 

the living and grateful memory of these young people. They 

were students like any other, like those of today.

Degree in Law
Artillery Sergeant Giacomo Portadino, born in Somma 

Lombardo (Varese) on 20th October 1918, graduated in Law. 

and died in Crete on 17th December 1941.

Lt. Angelo Vidoletti, born in Vercelli on 1st  March 1920, was 

enrolled in the third year of the course for a degree in Law.

Degree in Political Sciences
Pilot Captain Elio Bellocchi, born in Novi Ligure (Alessandria) 

on 25th July 1915, deferred standing student in the Faculty 

of Political Sciences. An air force lieutenant, he died in Africa. 

Lt. Pilot Valentino Valentini, born in Macerata on 13th May 

1916, was  about to graduate in Political Sciences. A second 

lieutenant pilot, he was killed during the Sicilian invasioin.

Degree in Economics
Sgt. Felice Ferioli, born in Tradate (Varese) on 30th December 

1921, was enrolled in the second year of the programme to 

Università Cattolica during 
the Second World War
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obtain a dgree in Economics. He was an infantry sergeant 

and he was killed on 16th December 1941 in Croatia. 

Degree in Arts
S. Lt. Giuseppe Amati, born in Fasano (Brindisi) on 20th October 

1916, was about to graduate in Literature. An infantry second 

lieutenant, he died in Menton.

Degree in Philosophy
S. Lt. Mario Pupilli, born in Grottazzolina (Ascoli Piceno) on 

18th February 1913, was  about to graduate in Philosophy.

A second lieutenant in the infantry, he died on the Albanian 

front on 20th December 1940.

Degree in Literary Subjects
S. Lt. Antonio Lazzarotto, born in Valstagna (Vicenza) on 

13th  June 1911, was about to graduate in literary subjects. 

An infantry S. Lt., he died on the Greek-Albanian front on 

16th January 1941. S. Lt. Giovanni Piazza, born in Maniago 

(Udine) on 2nd March 1917, wasabout to graduate in literary 

subjects. A second lieutenant in the Italian Alpine troops, he 

died on 31st  December on Greek soil.

Degree in Pedagogy
Pilot S. Lt. Giovanni Toscani, born in Tres Arroyos (America) 

on 7th  March 1909, was about to graduate in Pedagogy.  

Active and courageous throughout the war 
From the memoirs of Cinzio Violante, lecturer in Media 

History at Università Cattolica from 1956 to 1963, a moving 

and significant account of the experience during the war of 

the University's protagonists engaged in courageous and 

heroic actions emerges.

“Here at home, it was Father Carlo who, in October 

1943, was the first to learn of the impending persecution 

against the Jews, he also made his office the centre of 

this charity work. It was a question of assisting them, 

accommodating them, finding them refuge or, in the 

most urgent and serious cases, sending them straight to 

the border, as safely as possible. They came here from all 

over; and I think that my dear friend will not easily forget 

that day, precisely 8th December, two years ago, which 

brought him at the same time, and without warning, 

six or seven groups of Jews who had escaped from the 

German SS hunt in Padua and were sent to him by that 

Father Cortese, of the Conventuals of the Saint, who 

would later also pay for his work with arrest, torture and 

death.”
 Ezio Franceschini

Rector, 1946

Next page: 
The bombed cloister.
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Where to hide them? The very active Father Carlo, appointed 

by Father Gemelli as assistant to the Ludovico Necchi 

Association and author of a memoir narrating the history of 

the Resistance in Università Cattolica, hid about a hundred 

Jews in the homes of clergy, graduates and friends, in cellars, 

farmhouses in the countryside and even in the basement of 

the Marianum College, devastated by the bombs (now the 

Augustinianum). But it was not enough to hide them, they 

needed false documents. The 'fakes' office of our university, 

as it was called, originated and operated for the first few 

months in a room provided by Father Gemelli. "There, it 

was possible to see a Capuchin monk pulling identity cards, 

stamps, photographs, Italian and German passes out of the 

most unlikely hiding places, even out of the hood of his 

cassock, who knows how and where they had been stolen 

About eighty students from the university were arrested. 

In June 1944, on the feast of the Sacred Heart, they wrote 

to Father Gemelli, thanking him "for his apostolic zeal and 

fatherly concern in their intellectual and moral education" 

and expressing the certainty that the trial to which Divine 

Providence had subjected them would be "the indispensable 

premise for the reconstitution of a better Italy.”

"The presence of Catholics was particularly strong: I got 

to know Università Cattolica through its young graduates 

and professors. My friend Giuseppe Lazzati was with me, in 

the same dormitory, in Deblin, Poland. He, an Alpine soldier 

with an ascetic figure, had somehow found his way into our 

group, which was made up almost exclusively of easy-going 

'Romanacci' (working class people from Rome) from 

the 8th Artillery. I then learned that Enrico Allorio, Antonio 

Di Pietro and Albino Garzetti were also from Università 

Cattolica'.

Lazzati was later deported to Germany: "I wrote these pages 

in the cold, damp, dark barracks of the German concentration 

camps, while people were fighting and dying on the 

battlefields, while a rain of iron and fire poured down from 

the sky on to the cities, sowing victims among the innocent, 

the unaware and the weak, powerless to defend themselves, 

and when there was no man who did not feel the pain of the 

scourge that was lashing humanity reverberate in his spirit 

and often cut into his flesh.”
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The façade of Università Cattolica 
undergoing reconstruction after
the bombings.
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Our people
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Father Agostino Gemelli 
Padre Father Agostino Gemelli, OFM, (born Edoardo) was born 

in Milan on 18 January 1878. After his classical studies, in 1896 

he enrolled in the Faculty of Medicine at the University of Pavia, 

where he graduated with honours in 1902, under the guidance 

of the famous histologist Camillo Golgi. After graduating, he 

did his military service in Milan in the hospital of Sant'Ambrogio 

with Ludovico Necchi and Father Arcangelo Mazzotti, who 

influenced his conversion to Catholicism, until he matured his 

Franciscan vocation: he entered the Order of Friars Minor, took 

his vows on 23rd December 1904 and was ordained a priest 

on 14th March 1908. In 1909 he founded the magazine Rivista 

di filosofia Neo-Scolastica and in 1914 the cultural magazine 

Vita e Pensiero. In 1914 he became a lecturer in experimental 

psychology at the University of Turin.  During the First World 

War, he served at the front as a doctor and military chaplain. 

He founded and directed the Psychophysiological Laboratory of 

the Supreme Army Command, carrying out important studies 

on the psychology of soldiers and airmen.

In 1921, he founded with Count Ernesto Lombardo, Giuseppe 

Toniolo, Armida Barelli, Msg. Francesco Olgiati and Ludovico 

Necchi Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore which in 1924 

obtained State recognition as a free university. He died in 

Milan on 15th July 1959.

“We feared him, yes, and admired him, before we knew him 

up close; then, when he was our teacher and father, when we 

listened to him and understood him, when we saw him want, 

create, persevere, suffer, love, we loved him [...], he comforted 

in a thousand of us the trust in study, the search for truth, the 

joy of certainty, the duty of witness. Even more than for the 

doctrines, after the regenerative crisis he developed, Father 

Gemelli was a master for this initial powerful affirmation of 

the capacity of Catholic thought to come to the fore not only 

in struggle, but in synthesis with modern culture.”
Pope Paolo VI 

Speech for the funeral of Father Agostino Gemelli

Founders of Università Cattolica
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Giuseppe Toniolo
Giuseppe Toniolo was born in Treviso on 7th March 1845. An 

Italian economist, sociologist and scholar, one of the leading 

figures of the Italian Catholic movement, he was able to 

put forward and put into practice his vision of a model of 

social organisation inspired by Christianity and based on the 

primacy of subsidiarity. He was proclaimed Venerable by Pope 

Paul VI on 7th January 1971 and beatified on 29th April 2012. 

The relevance of Giuseppe Toniolo lies in the richness and 

completeness of his personal life: married, with a large family, 

a man of study and teaching, an important economist, he 

took part in scientific activity and at the same time he made 

his expertise available for diffusion, popular involvement and 

commitment in church associations, with a strong focus on 

social matters and, in a proactive manner, political action. He 

died in Pisa on 7th October 1918.

Armida Barelli

“It took all of Miss Barelli's energy and will, but above all her 

trust in the Sacred Heart, to get started.”
Father Agostino Gemelli

Armida Barelli, known as Ida, was born in Milan on 1st December 

1882 into a middle-class family that was indifferent to religion. 

She learnt the first principles of faith as a pupil at the Ursulines 

Giuseppe Toniolo.

Armida Barelli
in her office, 1927.
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of Milan and then while staying at the boarding school of 

the Sisters of the Holy Cross in Menzingen. Not feeling called 

to marriage or religious vocation, she consecrated herself 

privately to God in 1909. Her meeting with the Franciscan 

Father, Agostino Gemelli, in 1910 opened up new avenues 

of apostolate for her, beyond charity work for prisoners 

and orphans. In 1918, she was given the task of starting the 

Catholic Youth Association for Girls, first in Milan and then at 

a national level, of which she was appointed first president. 

She supported Father Gemelli in all his projects, first and 

foremost Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, which was 

inaugurated on 7th December 1921. With him she founded 

the Secular Institute of the Missionaries of the Kingship of 

Christ, into which, on 19th November 1919, she was officially 

consecrated together with some companions. In 1927, the 

Work of Kingship was founded. She died on 15th August 1952 

at in the family villa in Marzio, in the province of Varese and 

diocese of Milan. The diocesan process for the ascertainment 

of her heroic virtues took place in Milan from 8th March 

1960 to 10th July 1970. On 20th February 2021, Pope Francis 

authorised the promulgation of the decree concerning a 

miracle through her intercession, paving the way for her 

beatification. The mortal remains of the woman who was 

known as the "Big Sister" of the Catholic Youth Association 

for Girls have been resting since 8th March 1953 in Milan in 

the crypt of the Sacred Heart Chapel.

Ernesto Lombardo

“I particularly thanked the humblest and the simplest of 

our friends. And I have overlooked the most generous and 

enlightened friends by not mentioning their contribution, 

just as I have overlooked my colleagues on the Steering  

Committee, who constitute the supreme Senate of our 

University, and my distinguished colleagues on the Governing 

Board, who, with every sacrifice, attend to the management 

of the University and provide for its difficult administration. 

But they do not need public praise [...]. But an exception may 

be made for Count Grand Cross Ernesto Lombardo [...].”
Father Agostino Gemelli, 

Rector, 1923

Count 
Ernesto Lombardo.
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Count Ernesto Lombardo, born in Campomorone (Genoa) 

on 10th February 1854, was the first president of the 

Toniolo Institute, from its foundation in 1920 to 1935. An 

authoritative and wealthy cotton industrialist, he was selfless 

in his assistance to workers and a generous supporter of 

Catholic institutions. In his villa in Varallo Sesia, in August 

1918, the last meeting took place between Giuseppe Toniolo, 

by then dying, Father Agostino Gemelli, Mons. Francesco 

Olgiati and Armida Barelli, a meeting which foreshadowed 

the establishment of a university for Italian Catholics. Spurred 

on in those days by Toniolo and Gemelli, and later urged on 

by Pope Benedict XV, Lombardo took the University's destiny 

to heart by taking charge of the purchase and renovation 

of the first building, in Via Sant'Agnese. As president of the 

Institute, he was the guarantor of the  project’s embodiment 

towards the public authorities. His entrepreneurial skills 

enabled him to carefully manage the generous but uncertain 

flow of financial resources provided by Italian Catholics, 

favouring the legal recognition of the University (1924) and, 

later (in 1927), the purchase of the ancient monastery of 

Sant'Ambrogio, the current monumental campus in Largo 

Gemelli. He died in poverty at Villa Paganini on 1th August 

1935, and his body, clothed in the Franciscan habit, is laid to 

rest in the crypt of the Sacred Heart chapel.

Francesco Olgiati
He was born in Busto Arsizio, Archdiocese of Milan, on 1st January 

1886. He entered the seminary after finishing primary school. 

The first part of his training ended on 13th June 1908, when 

he was ordained a priest in the Cathedral of Milan. That 

same year he met Agostino Gemelli, with whom he began a 

lasting friendship. In 1914, with Father Gemelli and Ludovico 

Necchi, he founded the magazine journal Vita e Pensiero. 

Already during the war, Gemelli, Necchi and Olgiati, together 

with Armida Barelli and Count Ernesto Lombardo, were 

working to create the future Università Cattolica del Sacro 

Cuore where he was immediately put in charge of teaching 

Metaphysics. In 1924, Father Olgiati was awarded the Chair 

Mons. Francesco Olgiati 
on the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of his priesthood, 1933.
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in History of Philosophy and took over the teaching of 

History of Modern Philosophy, Philosophy, Religion and, for 

one year only, Philosophy of Law. In 1930, he was appointed 

to the chair of the History of Modern Philosophy and became 

a full professor in 1933. During the Second World War, he 

was the Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Philosophy and, 

after liberation, he also temporarily held the position of Pro-

Rector. In the 1950s, he received numerous awards for his 

teaching activities. In 1960, he fell ill and spent most of his 

time in the summer retreat of Santa Cristina di Borgomanero 

in the province of Novara, while continuing to personally 

follow the work of the Toniolo Institute and Università 

Cattolica. In 1961, the same year that the Faculty of Medicine 

was established, he left teaching. He died on 21st  May 1962 at 

his house in Via Duomo 16, Milan.

Ludovico Necchi
Ludovico Necchi, known as Vico, was born in Milan on 

19th November 1876. At the Liceo Classico Parini in Milan 

he met Edoardo Gemelli, later Father Agostino, with whom 

he formed a great friendship, which was consolidated during 

his years of study at the Faculty of Medicine in Pavia, from 

where he graduated in 1902. He began his military service at 

the military hospital in Milan, together with Gemelli. In 1904 

he undertook a period of medical practice and research in 

Berlin. In 1905 he married Vittoria Della Silva, with whom he 

had three children. In 1909 he worked with Father Gemelli 

to found the foundation of the Rivista di filosofia neo-

scolastica and in 1914 he founded the magazine journal 

Vita e Pensiero, whose name he suggested. During the First 

World War he was at the front for eighteen months, serving 

as a doctor in a field hospital. Encouraged by Father Gemelli, 

he intensified his studies in psychology and biology with a 

view to becoming a university lecturer in General Biology 

at Università Cattolica, which he helped to found. He died 

prematurely of a cancer on 10th January 1930 in Milan. In 

1933 the canonical procedure for beatification began and in 

1971 he was declared 'Venerable'.

Ludovico Necchi 
in 1928.
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Executive Board, 1922.

The representatives of the Executive 
Board of Università Cattolica who 
accompanied Mons. Eugenio Tosi 
at his entrance in Milan on 
24th July 1922.
The professors wore academic robes 
for the occasion and  for the first 
time.

From the left, in the front row, 
Ludovico Necchi, professor of 
Biology; Count Ernesto Lombardo 
Cavaliere di Gran Croce, Chairman 
of the Steering Committee and
the Executive Board of Università 
Cattolica; Father Agostino Gemelli,
Rector and Professor
of Psychology; Piero Panighi, 
Administrative Director;
in the second row, Father Mariano 
Cordovani, professor of moral 
philosophy; Antonio Maria 
Bettanini, lecturer in Introduction  
to Social Legal Sciences and General 
Theory of Law; Umberto Padovani, 
librarian. [Lazzari M., Milan]
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The background to the foundation

 POPE BENEDICT XV SECRETARY OF STATE ARCHBISHOP OF MILAN HEAD OF STATE
 Giacomo Della Chiesa Pietro Gasparri Andrea Carlo Ferrari Vittorio Emanuele III

 3/9/1914-22/1/1922 1914-1930 1894-1921 1900-1946

“The Rector is appointed by the Board of Directors from 

among the full professors who have at least five years' 

seniority in Università Cattolica. The Rector is responsible 

for legally representing Università Cattolica; carrying out 

the general functions of the University within the scope of 

the competences provided for by the Articles of Association; 

promoting the convergence of the work of all the components 

of the university community for the achievement of the 

objectives of  Università Cattolica; convening and chairing 

the Board of Directors, the Management Committee, the 

Academic Senate and the University Council; promoting 

organisational criteria to ensure the smooth running of the 

University, monitoring the general operation and efficiency 

of the structures; adopting and implementing all acts that 

commit Università Cattolica externally [...]. ”
Statute, Art. 19

Father Agostino Gemelli (1921-1959)
Father Gemelli was the first Rector of Università Cattolica, a 

position he held until his death in 1959. He was also professor 

of Psychology (until his retirement in 1953) and Head of the 

Laboratory of Experimental Psychology, which dealt with 

pioneering topics on perception, language, personality, 

professional orientation, personnel selection and the man-

machine relationship. In 1937, he was appointed president 

of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences. After the war, he was 

also a member of the Higher Council of Public Education. 

He devoted the last decade of his life to the development 

of Università Cattolica, in particular to the opening of the 

Faculty of Medicine and Surgery in Rome (established in 

1958 and inaugurated in 1961), along with the Univeresity 

General Hospital that would bear his name. His publications 

range from medicine to philosophy and theology, with over 

2,000 available titles.

The Rectors
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“Our university must have two fundamental aims in its 

life [...]. Firstly, our University must carry out scientific 

activity, which must be directed towards achieving these 

particular aims: a) contribute to the progress of science. 

Professors and students must form a circle both to carry 

out scientific research without concern and to train young 

people in the same research; b) form a school. Università 

Cattolica was founded and is governed by men who have a 

Christian view of life and who want to inform their studies 

in line with this view. It follows that in an institute of higher 

education founded with these intentions there cannot be 

men who work on their own and in an atomistic way in 

their own field of investigation, but men who cooperate 

to form an organic school, i.e. a doctrine [...]. The second 

aim of our university must be not so much, and not only, 

the technical education of our young students, but their 

intellectual, religious and moral formation [...] a formation 

of character and an interior life harmoniously coordinated 

by the teachings of Christianity.”
Father Agostino Gemelli

Keynote address, Inauguration AY 1921/22

Francesco Vito (1959-1965)
Francesco Vito was born in Pignataro Maggiore (CE) on 

21st October 1902 and graduated in Law at the University of 

Naples in 1925, then in Political and Social Sciences (1926) 

and finally in Philosophy (1928). He was also active in the 

world of Catholic associations in his region and was directed 

by Mons. Pietro Del Prete towards specialisation abroad and 

pointed out to Father Agostino Gemelli with this in mind. 

The opportunity to move to Milan, to Università Cattolica, 

and then move on to other centres of specialisation, came 

about in 1929, when Vito was awarded the 'Francesco Ellero' 

scholarship for specialised studies in economics, eventually 

becoming the University's best-known economist. For almost 

forty years, he held high positions not only at the University, 

but also in other Catholic organisations and various Italian 

and international institutions. Already a member of the 

permanent committee of the Giuseppe Toniolo Institute, he 

became Pro-Rector from 1943 to 1945, until he succeeded 

Father Gemelli as Rector from 1959 to 1965. The years of the 

second Rectorate coincided with the Second Vatican Council 

(October 1962 - 8th December 1965), for which the Rector 

was involved both in the preparations and as a lay auditor. 

In his first inaugural address (academic year 1959/60), Vito 

started out with a firm commitment to take up the Gemelli 

legacy to further develop the University. He rejected the idea 

of a university resistant to social progress and was in favour 

Next page: 
visiting Polish students,

 Milan, October 1978.
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of schooling for all. With Vito, a student of international 

training and fame, interest in Europe grew, not least because 

of the hopes raised by the signing of the Treaties of Rome in 

1957. His inaugural address of the academic year 1961/62 is 

in fact entitled 'The Italian University in the New Europe'. He 

died in Milan on 6th April 1968.

Ezio Franceschini (1965-1968)
Ezio Franceschini was born in Villa di Strigno (at that time 

a separate municipality in the mountains of Valsugana, in 

the province of Trento) in 1906. He graduated from Padua in 

1928 under the guidance of Concetto Marchesi, with whom 

he formed a deep friendship and with whom he carried out an 

important activity in the anti-Fascist and Partisan Resistance 

in 1943-1945. He focused his scientific research activities in 

the field of the Middle Ages, producing well-received studies. 

In 1936, he began teaching at Università Cattolica del Sacro 

Cuore where he would remain for the rest of his life, devoting 

himself with great personal attention to his students. At 

Università Cattolica, he held many positions of responsibility 

until he became its third Rector from 1965 to 1968, when, 

under pressure from student protests, he resigned. He also 

distinguished himself as a writer of children's stories, and at 

the end of his life in Padua on 21st March 1983, he described 

himself as "Tertiary Franciscan, Captain of the Alpine 

Regiment, Professor at Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore.”

Giuseppe Lazzati (1969-1983)
Giuseppe Lazzati was born in Milan on 22nd June 1909, 

and was the first of the Rectors of Università Cattolica to 

graduate from the same university: enrolled in the Faculty of 

Arts in 1927, he graduated in 1931 at the age of 22. In 1934, 

he was elected diocesan president of the Milanese Youth of 

Azione Cattolica (a position he held until 1945). He made 

the choice of "lay consecration" within the experience of the 

"Missionaries of the Kingship of Christ" founded by Father 

Gemelli and, in 1939, together with a group of friends, with 

the support of the Archbishop of Milan, Ildefonso Schuster, 

he founded  the lay association called 'Milites Christi Regis', 

which became, in 1969, the "Secular Institute of Christ the 

King”. In 1946, he was elected in the ranks of the Christian 

Democrats, first as a town councillor in Milan and then as a 

deputy in the Constituent Assembly, linking up in friendship 

and common political militancy especially with Giuseppe 

Dossetti, Giorgio La Pira and Amintore Fanfani, and, although 

he was not part of the Commission of the 75, he made a 

significant contribution to the drafting of the Constitutional 

Charter. In 1948, he was elected to the Chamber of Deputies 

of the new Republic and remained in office until 1953. On 

his return to Milan, he dedicated himself to his academic 

work at Università Cattolica, until he became the holder of 

the chair of Ancient Christian Literature and took over the 

direction of Religious Sciences and the leadership of his 
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Secular Institute, devoting himself with vigour to the work 

of educating young people.

Elected Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Philosophy at 

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in 1965, in July 1968 

Lazzati became the fourth Rector of the University, making 

a significant contribution to overcoming the crisis that 

arose with the student protests and holding this position for 

fifteen years, until 1983. He died in Milan on 18th May 1986.

Adriano Bausola (1983-1998)
Adriano Bausola was born in Ovada on 22nd December 1930 

and graduated in Philosophy from Università Cattolica in 

1954 with a thesis supervised by and discussed with Gustavo 

Bontadini. He then continued his studies under the guidance 

of Sofia Vanni Rovighi, exploring the authors and currents of 

modern and contemporary thought with particular attention 

to metaphysical, moral and anthropological themes. After 

his teaching in Moral Philosophy in 1962, in 1970 Bausola 

became a full professor of History of Philosophy at the 

then Faculty of Education (Brescia campus), and he later 

taught Moral Philosophy and Theoretical Philosophy at the 

Faculty of Arts and Philosophy. After having been Dean of 

the Faculty of Arts and Philosophy for nine years, starting in 

1974, he became the fifth Rector of the University in 1983, 

a position he held for fifteen years, until 1998. During his 

term of office, which was intense in terms of organisational 

activity, culminating in the approval of the new university 

articles of association, and in terms of cultural commitment, 

he also had the task of managing the imposing growth in the 

student population, from 21,000 to over 40,000.

At the end of his  term of office as Rector, Adriano Bausola 

died in Rome on 28th April 2000, already suffering from a 

serious illness.

Sergio Zaninelli (1998-2002)
Sergio Zaninelli was born in Milan on 24th May 1929 and 

graduated in Law from the University of Milan in 1955. 

In 1959, he began his academic career at Università 

Cattolica, first as a voluntary assistant in the Economic 

History department, directed by Professor Mario Romani, 

and then as a lecturer in History of the Trade Union 

Movement, Economic History and Agricultural History. He 

won a chair in 1970, and after five years at the University 

of Trento, in 1975, after Romani's death, he returned to 

Università Cattolica and became Head of the Institute of 

Economic and Social History and the Archive for the History 

of the Catholic Social Movement in Italy. From 1980 to 

1983 he worked alongside Rector Lazzati as Pro-Rector and, 

from 1983, for three consecutive three-year terms, he was 

Dean of the Faculty of Economics, until he became the sixth 

Rector of Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore from 1998 

to 2002.
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Lorenzo Ornaghi (2002-2012)
Lorenzo Ornaghi was born in Villasanta (MB) on 25th October 

1948 and graduated in 1972 with a degree in Political 

Sciences from Università Cattolica where he worked as a 

researcher until 1987, when he was appointed associate 

professor at the University of Teramo. Returning to 

Università Cattolica in 1990, he became the holder of 

the chair of Political Sciences, which had belonged to 

his teacher Professor Gianfranco Miglio, and of History 

of Political Doctrines. Author of numerous books and 

essays, in addition to investigations into the concept of 

representation, the organisation of interests, the political 

system and the elites in Italy, he has devoted himself to 

the study of the political and institutional integration 

of Europe and the European Constitution. In 1996, he 

became Head of the Graduate School of Economics and 

International Relations at Università Cattolica, and then 

became Pro-Rector in charge of international relations 

under Rector Zaninelli, whom he succeeded as seventh 

Rector of the University in 2002. He was confirmed in the 

following two terms until his appointment as Minister of 

Cultural Heritage and Activities. He was President of the 

Agency for Non-profit Organisations from 2001 to 2006.

Franco Anelli (2013 to date)
Franco Anelli was born in Piacenza on 26th June 1963 

and graduated in Law from Università Cattolica on 

13th December 1986, with his mentor, Professor Piero 

Schlesinger, a lawyer. In 1992, he obtained a doctorate 

in Commercial Law, and in the academic year 1993/94 he 

became Associate Professor of Institutions of Private Law 

at the Faculty of Economics and Trade and, in the academic 

year 1996/97, Extraordinary Professor of Family Law in 

the Faculty of Law, University of Parma. On his return to 

Università Cattolica, he became, and still is, full professor 

of Fundamentals of Private Law at the Faculty of Law. 

In addition, in 2004/05, he was appointed Pro-Rector of 

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore and from November 

2011 to December 2012, he replaced Rector Ornaghi, who 

was on leave of absence due to his ministerial mandate, 

as Deputy Pro-Rector.

Finally, Professor Anelli, elected to the highest office in 

the University, became the eighth Rector of Università 

Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, beginning his first term of 

office on 1st January 2013 and being reappointed for two 

consecutive four-year terms.

Prof. Franco Anelli is the incumbent Rector in 2021, the 

year of the celebration of the 100th anniversary of the 

founding of Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore.
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Chapel of the Sacred Heart, 
Milan campus, 
Monumentale, largo Gemelli.



“In order to achieve its institutional aims and in harmony 

with the Magisterium of the Church, Università Cattolica 

establishes a University Pastoral Centre. The spiritual 

guidance and pastoral action in the university community 

are co-ordinated by the General Ecclesiastical Assistant, 

appointed by the Italian Episcopal Conference. He relies on 

the cooperation with the other pastoral assistants and the 

University Pastoral Council. ”
Statute, Art. 11

University pastoral care, spirituality 
and culture: «from soul to soul», 
the importance of «discipline of the spirit»
The Pastoral Centre of Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore 

desired by Father Agostino Gemelli as an integral part of the 

university structure and activity, has always promoted and 

fostered a fruitful dialogue between the Gospel and culture, 

in order to integrate life with faith, study and academic 

initiatives with moral and religious values. From the very 

beginning, Father Gemelli has managed and coordinated the 

spiritual assistance through conversations with the students, 

originally called 'the Father speaks', and the participation of 

the whole community, so that it is perceived as an integral and 

irreplaceable part of the global educational commitment of 

the University. In 1968, with the introduction of the figure of 

the General Ecclesiastical Assistant, the promotion of pastoral 

and spiritual activities passed from the institutional bodies 

of the University to the Italian Episcopal Conference. Today, 

the Pastoral Centre continues the founder's commitment 

through personal talks and community activities, attentive 

to the human, Christian and vocational growth of students, 

teaching, non-teaching and healthcare staff.        
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The Pastoral Centre, 
spiritual growth
and integral formation 
of young people
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The pastoral care includes both ordinary and extra-ordinary 

proposals, such as the lectio divina, prayer meetings, spiritual 

retreats, conferences, pilgrimages, spiritual accompaniment 

and the liturgy with Eucharistic celebrations, the University 

Day and the celebration of the Sacred Heart.

Two projects have been running successfully for several 

years. The "Itinerary of art and spirituality": a contemporary 

art exhibition that aims to encourage reflection on certain 

topics with the help of contemporary figurative languages. 

The initiative is supported by the History of Contemporary 

Art professors and lecturers and in recent editions has seen 

the increasingly active involvement of students in the design 

and implementation phases. The theatrical proposal of the 

'Ai due Chiostri' company: every year, the students put on 

a carefully prepared play (direction, acting, scenery) play, 

which is always a great success.

College of Theology Professors and Lecturers
Chaired by the Rector and coordinated by the General 

Ecclesiastical Assistant, it is composed of all the Theology 

professors working at Università Cattolica and has the 

twofold task of optimising the academic offer of the 

discipline and encouraging a lively comparison between 

Theology and the other knowledge cultivated within the 

University. This task is carried out in particular by the 

"College of Theology Professors and Lecturers", consisting of 

12 professors from the Faculties present in the University 

Faculties. They are also responsible for the publication of 

the series ‘Teologia e saperi', published by Vita e Pensiero. 

Every year, at the beginning of September, the university's 

theology professors and pastoral assistants meet for a study 

and training seminar to discuss cultural and theological 

issues concerning the dialogue between faith and reason, 

theology and the various fields of knowledge.

The Pastoral Centre and the General 
Ecclesiastical Assistants of Università Cattolica
The General Ecclesiastical Assistant plays an important role 

in the guidance and spiritual growth of the entire Università 

Cattolica community. Below are the figures who have held 

this role since 1968, when the role of Central Assistant was 

established, a role which became in 1978, with Monsignor  

Giovanni Volta, General Ecclesiastical Assistant.

• Mons. Enea Selis (1968-1971)

• Mons. Renzo Bellomi (1971-1978)

• Mons. Giovanni Volta (1978-1986)

• Mons. Carlo Ghidelli (1986-2000)

• Mons. Gianni Ambrosio (2001-2008)

• Mons. Sergio Lanza (2008-2012)

• P. Luigi Cavagna (2012-2013)

• Mons. Claudio Giuliodori (2013 to date)
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“By joining this great family, in the wake of the of what was 

done by my predecessors, and in particular by the late Mons. 

Sergio Lanza and even earlier by Mons. Gianni Ambrosio, 

now Bishop of Piacenza-Bobbio, I hope to contribute to 

the life and growth of a University which, starting with the 

fruitful intuition of Father Agostino Gemelli, has become 

a fundamental educational and cultural centre, one of the 

most important in Italy and Europe. [...] Università Cattolica, 

which in its more than ninety years of life has performed 

a very valuable service, represents for the Church and for 

society in Italy a resource of inestimable value. Many look 

to it with confidence for the strong support it has given and 

can give to the Catholic culture and for the formation of new 

generations that are able to contribute in a decisive way 

still today, and no less than in the past, to the good of the 

country.”
Mons. Claudio Giuliodori

Macerata, 26th February 2013

The new project of the Pastoral Centre
at the service of the community 
and the local Church 
The "Be Present" project is an educational and experiential 

proposal aimed at students of the various faculties of Università 

Cattolica The project, born in the centenary year of the 

University, is proposed by the Pastoral Centre in collaboration 

with the PIME missionaries and the World Education Office of 

PIME in Milan, and offers the opportunity to carry out service 

activities and meetings with the social needs and educational 

challenges of the local area, taking them as a moment of self-

giving and personal growth. The name "Be Present" enshrines 

its twofold invitation: to be able to be present and to be a gift 

to others, safeguarding their human dignity and becoming 

their neighbour. For all participants, in addition to the 

practical experience, an ongoing training course is planned 

as an opportunity to carry out a re-reading of meaning and 

to be able to "learn from one's own doing", with a view to 

learning and personal growth, as well as to increase the value 

of the experience lived on a cultural, educational, spiritual and 

human level. In spite of the pandemic, more than 40 people 

have chosen to get involved in the various local realities: from 

canteens for the poor to long-distance school support, from 

teaching Italian to foreigners to helping with educational 

poverty, experiencing solidarity, gratuitousness and social 

friendship as ways of meeting others.
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“To be an educator it is not enough to diligently perform the 

duty of instructing, to recite the splendid oration, or to repeat 

the same precise and exact lesson for years: it is necessary 

to establish between the teacher and the young person that 

relationship which pedagogical scholars, whatever school 

they belong to, recognise as the fundamental cause of 

education, even if they indicate its nature in different ways; 

without this direct, continuous, personal relationship, from 

soul to soul, there is no education, whether they are primary 

school teachers or university professors.”
Father Agostino Gemelli

“Università Cattolica has clearly defined and important 

social tasks; obligations and responsibilities towards families 

and students, towards the external scientific community, 

towards funders, towards the economic fabric, towards the 

local community. Taking charge of it is a duty. But there is 

also a higher and nobler duty, which was pointed out to us by 

Pope Francis during the audience attended by the students 

of the university colleges. The few moments of greeting with 

the representatives of the university were enough to give us 

a truly essential indication, emphasising that teaching must 

take place by example rather than by words. We are called 

upon to respond to this call, which goes beyond the method 

and draws on to the very essence of acting in a university, 

and in a Catholic university in particular.”
The Rector Franco Anelli 

Keynote address, Inauguration AY 2012/13

The great university community
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ACADEMIC YEAR 1925/26

19 
tenured professors

51
other professors

13
technical and administrative staff

ACADEMIC YEAR 1946/47

31 
tenured professors

140 
other professors

38
technical and administrative staff
 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2020/21

1,302
tenured professors and researchers

4,754
adjunct professors
(including specialising masters, doctorates 
and postgraduate schools)

273
research fellows

60
language assistants

50
Professors/lecturers of introduction to theology

83
emeritus professors

1,153
technical and administrative staff
 

Lecture by Francesco Vito 
in the Gemelli lecture hall, 1965. 
(Farabola)
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Students and not "clients" trained to build 
something lasting and "long-term"

“In the daily work of Università Cattolica,it is important 

to recognise in others, and first and foremost in each of 

our students, their individuality as a person (as opposed to 

the widespread tendency to see the student as a 'client'), 

confronting them with the will to build something lasting, 

so that it can be useful to several generations, exercising 

the  increasingly rare aptitude to think 'in the long term', 

according to a vision of solidarity in the relationship between     

generations.”
The Rector Franco Anelli

Keynote address, Inauguration AY 2012/13

from 107 to 45,761 students
from 1921 to 2021
corresponding to 18% of all university students 
in Lombardy and 3% of those in Italy; Università 
Cattolica receives 10% of the first-year students of all 
neighbouring universities and 13% of those enrolled in 
post-graduate degrees

A focus on working students, the evening 
degree programme in Economics

ACADEMIC YEAR 1971/72

4,162
students enrolled in the academic year  1971/72 to the 
evening degree programme at the Faculty of Economics

ACADEMIC YEARS 1971/2000

62,993
enrolled working students

2,200
working students trained on average per year

An accessible university
Since 1999, Università Cattolica has been committed to the 

full integration of university students with disabilities and 

Specific Learning Disorders (SLD).

The most vulnerable students, who are not only students 

with disabilities, constitute a significant part of the 

university population.  The University, through the Disability 

and SLD Student Integration Service, offers support for 

students with disabilities and SLD in their university studies, 

following them in a pre-defined educational project. The 

Equal Opportunities Committee of Università Cattolica 

also pays attention to their lives and to the organisational 

structure that the University provides for them. Out of 

more than 40,000 students, every year Università Cattolica 

takes care of about 1,400 students with disabilities or SLD, 

who benefit from personalised services in order to make 

the rights of disabled people effective, as stated in the 

University Statute, the Magna Carta of Catholic Universities 

and the 1990 Apostolic Constitution Ex Corde Ecclesiae. The 

vulnerable student is not only the one who has a certified 
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disability, but the one who is prevented from participating 

and achieving the standard mental and physical levels set 

by the WHO. These are students with dyslexia, language 

problems, borderline intellectual functioning, emotional and 

behavioural inhibition or dysfunction, for whom life-long 

inclusion processes are envisaged.

Everyone can enter our university, this is an achievement of 

civilisation.

Since 2009, approximately 100 volunteers from the Civil 

Service have worked with the Integration Services and have 

been trained.

58
students followed in 1999

429
students followed in 2010

1,984
students with disabilities and/or specific 
learning disabilities followed in the academic 
year 2020/21 at all campuses

Clergy trained by Università Cattolica

995
priests, religious brothers and sisters trained only in 
the first 8 years of Università Cattolica 's life

18
religious brothers and sisters trained on 
average per year

Università Cattolica and international 
students

“Welcoming means, in a modern university, encouraging 

the completion of education abroad: last year, almost 3,000 

students took advantage of this option, while over 4,600 

international students attended our courses. The ‘Double 

Degrees’ and the programmes delivered in English are 

increasing. Among the strategic partnerships, I would like to 

point out that Università Cattolica was the promoter of the 

establishment of the Strategic Alliance of Catholic Research 

Universities (SACRU), which involves, in addition to our 

University, seven prestigious Catholic University institutions 

that are members of the FIUC (International Federation of 

Catholic Universities): Australian Catholic University; Boston 

College; Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro; 

Sophia University (Japan); Universidade Católica Portuguesa; 

Universidade Pontifícia Católica del Chile (Chile); Universitat 

Ramon Llull (Spain). The aim of the new network is to foster 

mutual collaboration in education, research and services 

in order to enhance their presence and relevance within 

the international scientific community and their national 

communities.”
The Rector Franco Anelli

Keynote address, Inauguration AY 2018/19
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A university that welcomes students 
from all over the world

“We aim to sharpen the ability to understand and interpret 

the demand for education from all over the country and to 

improve our ability to attract talent from Europe and the 

world. There are already many students from all over Italy 

who choose our university, and the number of foreign 

students attending our university for a whole course of 

studies or to enrich their curriculum with limited training 

experiences is growing.”
The Rector Franco Anelli 

Keynote address, Inauguration AY 2012/13

The international experience increases the personal growth 

and competitiveness of the graduate in the Italian and 

foreign labour markets.

OVER THE LAST 30 YEARS

48,960
international students attended Università Cattolica

30,364
international students have attended an undergraduate 
or a graduate degree programme

Foreign students 
in the cloisters in Milan.

1962
(Farabola)

2021
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Students and sports

“Università Cattolica promotes cultural, sporting and 

recreational activities for students and staff through 

appropriate organisational forms, including agreements 

with bodies and associations whose purpose is the practice 

and dissemination of university sport and the organisation 

of national and international university sports events.”
 Statute, Art. 12

Università Cattolica offers all its students the opportunity 

to take part in various sports: basketball, volleyball, tennis, 

athletics and football. Every year, in autumn, selections are 

held at the 'Rino Fenaroli' Academic Sports Centre; all teams 

are coached by professors and lecturers of Physical Education  

and participate in various university championships. In 

particular, the CUS Milano, the sports association dedicated 

to the spread and enhancement of sports activities within all 

the universities in Milan, organises the Milanese University 

Championships every year in the above-mentioned sports, 

for men and women. At the end of the championships, an 

overall classification is drawn up to award the prestigious 

University Cup. In addition, in the field of sports, in the 

academic year 2018/19 the Dual Career programme was 

established. The programme, which was created to support 

the academic career of top student-athletes, provides, in 

addition to scholarships and partial exemption from paying 

university fees, a personalised service of tutoring, guidance 

and monitoring of their university studies. Among the many 

athletes, sportspeople and professionals who have studied 

at Università Cattolica are Igor Cassina, Danilo Gallinari, 

Martina Brustia, Barbara Fusar Poli, Ilaria Galbusera, Marta 

Pagnini, Camilla Patriarca, Elisabetta Preziosa and Giampiero 

Ventura.

Some students also participated with excellent results in the 

Tokyo 2020 Olympics, held in 2021:

• Cristina Chirichella, a member of the champion Italian 

volleyball team is a student of Sport and Physical Education 

in Milan, and part of the Dual Career programme.

• Giacomo Carini, already Italian record holder in the 200 

butterfly events, graduated in Business Administration in 

Piacenza.

• Andrea Dalla Valle, Olympic triple jump finalist. Gradua- 

ted in Business Administration, postgraduate degree student 

in Banking and Consulting, Dual Career programme athlete.

• Giulia Rulli, Italian women's national team basketball player 

3X3: Graduated in Psychology of Clinical Interventions in 

Social Contexts in Brescia, student of the specialising master 

Sport and Psychosocial Intervention and athlete in the Dual 

Career programme.

• Francesca Cipelli, participated in the Paralympics in Tokyo 

in the long jump. Graduated in Education,  postgraduate 

degree student in Media Education, Dual Career athlete.
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From left at the top:
Giulia Rulli, 

Francesca Cipelli,
 Andrea Dalla Valle, 

Giacomo Carini, 
Cristina Chirichella.
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Father Gemelli always had a special focus on services and 

financial aid for students. Supported by the University, they 

are largely provided by the right-to-study organisation, the 

EDUCatt Foundation.

Colleges of Università Cattolica
The existence of the Colleges in the University's structure 

was included in the founding project of Università Cattolica 

since the very beginning. In 1926 Father Agostino Gemelli 

summarised the educational objective of the new structures 

as follows: "Our college will give the student the opportunity 

to prepare for life, so that he or she can be an effective 

instrument for the expansion of the Kingdom of Christ 

the Lord.” He envisaged a residential facility for a group of 

students, selected not only on the basis of merit, but also on 

the basis of ideal motivations, thus enabling young people 

from humble origins to gain access to university studies. 

The name 'college' is linked to the medieval tradition, giving 

these places the character of a university 'garden city' that 

leaves free space for thought and research.

In the educational experience of Università Cattolica, the 

"college" identified specific structures of reception and of 

co-living for particularly deserving students where, in the 

first historical cycle (1934-1971), the aim was to implement 

an elite educational programme, characterised by the 

coexistence of study and religious training, for a professional 

and scientific preparation at the service of the Catholic 

community and Italian society. An experience also made up 

of concrete social life, nourished by a continuous mutual 

confrontation and an intense possibility of interpersonal 

relations. This objective was also shared outside the 

University, as is shown by the letters dated 1947 from Don 

Carlo Gnocchi to Father Gemelli, which were living examples 

of cultural stimulation and debate in the most diverse fields: 

cinema, theatre, music, literature, etc. The Colleges were 

never just boarding houses or dormitories, but dynamic 

communities of culture and education. The College is still a 

privileged place of study, a laboratory of formation and of 

cultural and social experience.

The Foundational Charter of the Colleges
The Foundational Charter of the Colleges aims to present 

the basic outlines of the functioning of the Colleges, the 

figures of responsibility working in them and the forms 

Student services



71

of participation of the students. The training project is 

the document which sets out the educational proposal 

underlying the experience of the Colleges, in the belief 

that the environments we live in and the relationships 

we maintain form the fabric of our existence and of our 

being and becoming persons, EDUCatt intends, through the 

educational experience of the Colleges on Campus and the 

residences, not only to provide accommodation, but also to 

promote the integral formation of young people through 

an explicit educational proposal that has as its constituent 

factors life together, the relationship with the university 

community, with the ecclesial community and with the 

whole of civil society. Finally, the Charter of the Colleges on 

campus defines the rules of behaviour of the students and 

of the various figures of responsibility, as well as defining 

duties  of the participatory   bodies within the Colleges.

The Colleges of Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore host 

students enrolled in degree and diploma programmes at the 

various faculties and institutes of its campuses. Their aim is 

to offer an environment conducive to human and Christian 

maturity and in-depth cultural formation, in line with the 

inspiration of Università Cattolica and the Training Project 

drawn up for the Colleges.

With a view to actively collaborating in the integral formation 

of the person, the Colleges on Campus of Università Cattolica 

del Sacro Cuore encourage students to be actively involved in 

certain principles, which are intended  to be reference points 

on which to build the everyday life of the Colleges.

a. Self-care

The Colleges' educational proposal aims to enhance and   

develop each student's ability to take care of their own 

existence in all its aspects, honouring, according to the 

principles of pedagogy and the Catholic doctrine, their 

intelligence, affectivity and sexuality, their study and life 

commitments and respecting their possessions and the 

goods entrusted to them.

b. Relational

Life in the Colleges involves experiencing co-habitation 

and daily encounters with other people. The Colleges' 

educational proposal aims to support relationships 

characterised by listening, respect, dialogue, being 

protagonists and participation.

c. Gift of self

Particular significance is attached to the possibility of 

experiencing, starting from daily life, the free gift of one's own 

time and resources, in constant awareness of one's neighbour.

d. Spirituality

Young people are offered a serious reflection on the 

transcendent dimension, taking into serious consideration 

the demand for the infinite that dwells in the human heart, 

asking them to discipline and strengthen not only the body 

and mind, but also the spirit, using what Christian pedagogy 
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wisely proposes through its wealth of practices, forms and 

tools. This proposal for reflection and practice is intended 

to inspire in each person, starting from their own situation, 

an openness to universal values, to be made their own, to 

be translated into life and into conscious experiences to be 

shared, from the perspective of human fraternity.

The Colleges on Campus of Università Cattolica

•  The Augustinianum College

•  The Ludovicianum College

•  The Marianum College

•  The Paolo VI College

•  The Buonarroti University Residence

•  The Collegio Sant'Isidoro in Piacenza

•  The Joanneum College in Rome

•  The San Damiano College in Rome

•  The Ker Maria College in Rome

•  The San Luca-Armida Barelli College in Rome

Thanks to consolidated partnerships, Università Cattolica, 

through the EDUCatt Foundation, provides students with 

a real housing network made up of residences, located in 

the cities where the University has its campuses, guesthouse 

accomodation and a network of online platforms to offer 

students the most suitable housing solutions for their needs.
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The EDUCatt Foundation
EDUCatt is the non-profit foundation to which the University 

has entrusted the implementation of measures to encourage 

access, attendance and regularity of studies through the 

services related to the right to university study. EDUCatt 

offers support at all campuses of Università Cattolica. The 

EDUCatt Foundation was born under the sign of renewal, 

inheriting the tradition of service and hospitality from the 

Istituto Regionale per il Diritto allo Studio (I.S.U.) and has 

been  fully operational since 1st March 2009, with a Board of 

Directors appointed by Università Cattolica and composed 

also of professors/lecturers and students. Starting from 

Father Agostino Gemelli's assumption of the Right to Study, 

according to which ”the ideal is [...] to provide all those who 

cross the threshold of the university to study, and who 

deserve it, with a way of attending to their studies and the 

formation of their personality or of preparing themselves 

for professional practice”, EDUCatt has at the heart of its 

mission the value of attention to the person.

From the Statutes of the EDUCatt Foundation
EDUCatt is a non-profit foundation set up by Università 

Cattolica del Sacro Cuore as its ancillary and instrumental 

body for the implementation of interventions concerning 

the right to university study in favour of students enrolled 

in programmes at all levels at Università Cattolica, thus 

contributing to the student’s educational success. Università 

Cattolica is the founding and steering body of EDUCatt. 

[...] EDUCatt's institutional aim is to carry out activities 

functional to the management of interventions and the 

provision of services related to the right to university study 

[...] it offers its services, as a matter of priority, to all students 

enrolled in programmes at all levels at all the campuses of 

Università Cattolica [...] The Board of Directors of EDUCatt is 

composed of nine members, namely: a) the President; b) five 

members appointed by the Rector of Università Cattolica, as 

designated by the Board of Directors of the University, at least 

two of whom are appointed by the Giuseppe Toniolo Institute 

for Higher Studies; c) three elected student representatives.

Services provided to students  
Financial aid: scholarship and financial support

Housing solutions beyond colleges: housing network; 

Catering: canteens, restaurants and bars; 

Health care and psychological counselling; 

Tools for studying: books and handouts, digital digital hub, 

e-sharing;

Opportunities: affiliations, cultural and recreational 

activities;

Sportincampus: sports activities



74

“Instead of assessing by means of a perfunctory  examination 

a routine learning of manual formulaic and notions from the 

books, when we take our final examination, we will have 

the joy of finding before us a young person mature enough 

for life, prepared for scientific or professional practice and 

activity, a character capable of sacrifice, an Italian [...], a 

Christian not only not ashamed of their faith, but eager to 

live their religion in the implementation of a programme of 

goodness, truth and justice.”
Father Agostino Gemelli 

Keynote address, Inauguration AY 1927/28

In the last 100 years, we have formed a significant part of the 

ruling class of our country: representatives of institutions, 

politics and law; academics and intellectuals, entrepreneurs 

and managers, teachers and professionals, bishops and 

journalists, publishers and writers. In addition to many other 

familiar and lesser-known faces, who have helped strengthen 

the reputation of Università Cattolica in Italy and worldwide

from 5 graduates in 1921
to 11,626 graduates in 2021

THE NUMBERS OF THE LAST 20 YEARS

175,065
graduate students (all levels)

GRADUATES IN THE LAST 20 YEARS BY FACULTY

20,673
specialising master graduates

7,435
graduates of postgraduate schools

75%
of graduates are women

62%
of graduates from postgraduate degrees  
have been awarded 110 cum laude

43%
of the undergraduate programme graduates 
with a grade higher than 106/110

4,446
new professionals qualified at Università Cattolica 
in the last 4 years only

1,100
new licensed professionals on average per year

Our graduates, a great 
heritage returned to
society and the country
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Honorary graduates

116
honorary graduates of the foundation from 
among national and international leading figures

Official inauguration of the
Faculty of Agriculture 
and conferral of an honorary 
degree to the President
of the Council of 
Ministers Antonio Segni. 
Piacenza, 5th May 1957.
(Photo Studio Giovanni Croce, 
Piacenza)

Conferral of an honorary 
degree in Medicine 
and Surgery to 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta, 
Rome, 10th December 1981.
Pictured with Rector 
Prof. Giuseppe Lazzati.

Conferral of honorary degree 
in Political Sciences
to Professor Jacques Delors, 
President of the Commission 
of the European Communities.
Milan, 26th November 1990

Conferral of an honorary degree in 
Political Sciences to 
Corazon C. Aquino,
President of the Republic of the 
Philippines from 1986 to 1992,
24th October 1995 
Pictured with Rector 
Prof. Adriano Bausola.
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Conferral of an honorary
degree in Arts to 
maestro Riccardo Muti, 
Milan, 24th  February 1999. 
Pictured with Rector 
Prof. Sergio Zaninelli.

Conferral of an honorary 
degree in Economics and Trade
to Chiara Lubich, founder 
of the Focolare Movement, 
Piacenza, 29th January 1999.
Pictured with Rector 
Prof. Sergio Zaninelli.

Conferral of an honorary 
degree in Education
to Card. Carlo Maria Martini. 
Milan, 11th April 2002

Conferral of an honorary 
degree in Political Sciences
to the German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl. 
Milan, 11th November 2003. 
Pictured with Rector
Prof. Lorenzo Ornaghi.
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Conferral of honorary 
degrees in Political Sciences 
to Jose Maria Aznar and 
Romano Prodi. 
Università Cattolica,
Aula Magna, 18th January 2007

Conferral of an honorary 
degree in Education 
to Julien Ries.
Milan, 27th October 2010.

Conferral of an honorary 
degree in Medicine 
to Nobel Prize winner 
Barry  J.  Marshall. 
Faculty of Medicine,
Rome, 11th September 2014 
(photo Genovese Angiolino)

Conferral of  an  honorary 
degree in Economics
to Professor Mario Draghi. 
Milan, 11th October 2019
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Università Cattolica's contribution to the political 
institutions 

1 PRESIDENT 
OF THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC

1 PRESIDENT 
OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION

4 PRESIDENTS 
OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
OF THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC

55 MINISTERIAL POSTS 
OF THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC

14 DEPUTY MEMBERS 
OF THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 
OF THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC

3 PRESIDENTS
OF THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES 
OF THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC

3 PRESIDENTIS
OF THE SENATE OF THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC

1 PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1 PRESIDENT 
OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT

1 EUROPEAN COMMISSIONER 

MORE THAN 65 
MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT 
AND SENATORS OF THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC
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The Alumni Cattolica tradition has a long history: the first 

association was founded in 1930, when Father Agostino 

Gemelli appointed a commission of graduates to found the 

first association.  In June of the same year, the first meeting 

of the 'Antichi Studenti della Cattolica' was held, a name 

that was later changed in 1932 to 'Associazione dei laureati 

dell'Università Cattolica'. On Ludovico Necchi's death, the 

Association was dedicated to him.

Today, one of the objectives of the Necchi Association is 

still to revive the friendships formed during studies, to 

support the University in achieving its institutional aims, 

to disseminate its traditional values in the world of work 

and the professions, to assist graduates and students about 

to graduate in their careers, and to create opportunities for 

continuing cultural, religious and professional education.

“It is necessary for the graduates of Università Cattolica 

to have their own programme to preserve and increase 

in themselves and others the gift of faith; to feel the 

importance of intellectual problems seen in a Christian way, 

as the university taught them.”
Father Agostino Gemelli

Alumni today
In 100 years, more than 300,000 alumni have graduated from 

Università Cattolica from all regions of Italy and abroad. A 

large network of people, present at national and international 

level, who intertwine their personal and professional stories 

with the century-old story of the university that trained them.

For some years now, the University has been working to 

promote UCSC Alumni, the community that brings together 

the many graduates of the university that have come 

together over the years. The aim is to continue to maintain 

a lively relationship with its (former) students, also fostering 

a continuous mutual exchange between Alumni, University 

and students, which can accompany the education of new 

generations and contribute to the progress of society.

The associations of graduates 
of Università Cattolica
and the Alumni Project
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In 2017, the University decided to relaunch the project by 

networking all the existing organisations:

•  Alumni Cattolica Associazione Ludovico Necchi;

•  the 3 collegiate schools - Agostini Semper, MEA and 

Ex Studenti Collegi S. Isidoro;

•  the Faculties and Graduate Schools of Università Cattolica;

•  the UCSC International Alumni Committees, established   

as of 2018 and currently active in Brussels, London, the 

Far&Middle East area (in particular, in the cities of Singapore, 

Shanghai, Beijing, Hong Kong), Dubai and New York;

•  the University's spontaneous alumni groups, governed by 

the "Discipline of the Associations belonging to the Alumni 

Community of Università Cattolica."

To date, the total number of Alumni contacted is over 

25,000 alumni have been contacted and Alumni Cattolica – 

Associazione Ludovico Necchi counts on a network of over 

7,000 graduates.

Abroad, the UCSC Alumni International Committees are 

the point of reference for all alumni and students residing 

outside Italy and, through the appointed representatives, 

promote exchange with the local professional world, cultural, 

recreational and educational activities in favour of the 

University to support teaching and research and initiatives 

aimed at the development of the University itself.

 The value proposition is based on three pillars:

Networking

Alumni.unicatt.it is the website that gathers all the information, 

communicates activities and projects and allows users to 

register in the MyAlumni restricted area, thus accessing the 

online community.

LinkedIn, the professional social network par excellence, is 

the channel chosen by UCSC Alumni on social media: the 

page has over 14,000 followers.

Continuing Education

In order to foster the expansion of knowledge and 

professional and cultural interests and access to the world 

of work, Alumni UCSC organises initiatives and activities 

aimed exclusively at its Alumni, also collaborating with 

other bodies within and/or connected to the University.

In cooperation with the Internship and Placement Office, 

recent graduates (up to 36 months after graduation) can 

take part in job orientation meetings with companies, 

individual consultations, mock interviews and meetings 

on specific topics. Training courses are organised to train 

and increase awareness of personal and interpersonal 

skills across all sectors.



81

Facilities

In order to continue to "take care of" and assist all the 

people who are part of the university community, Alumni 

UCSC facilitates access to some services already provided for 

students, such as the library and the University bookshop, 

adding others exclusively, working in close collaboration with 

organisations within and/or connected to the University. 

Alumni can take advantage of subsidised enrolments for 

second degrees, specialising Masters, summer schools, 

Specialisation schools, teacher training, continuing education 

courses, executive programmes and language courses.

“I believe that the Alumni community is the way in which 

the university contributes to and continues to have a 

presence in the society: there is no better way to represent 

and build the reputation of a university than the quality 

of its graduates who bear their witness, both in Italy and 

abroad.”
The Rector Franco Anelli
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Our guests have been
Over the years, 
Università Cattolica
has welcomed many 
personalities from the scientific, 
cultural, academic, social, 
ecclesiastical and institutional 
spheres, as well as visits from
 the Presidents of the Republic.

From left at the top: 
Sandro Pertini, 
Francesco Cossiga, 
Carlo Azeglio Ciampi, 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro, 
Giorgio Napolitano, 
Sergio Mattarella.



5

Our 
campuses
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“Welcoming also means offering material spaces.  In 

the age of long-distance communication, of virtual 

relationships, the students show a growing need for physical 

presence places, which in addition to accommodating 

ordinary access activities offer spaces for individual study, 

socialising and meeting. Places that enable students to 'stay' 

at the university. Some time ago, we used this sentence 

to summarise our approach as a university: "for things to 

happen, there needs to be a place'. This is even truer today. 

For a university to live, it needs a place, a square, a cloister, 

not just a virtual environment. We have therefore launched 

important initiatives at all campuses.”
The Rector Franco Anelli 

Keynote address, Inauguration AY 2018/19

A great cultural, scientific and social enterprise 
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore is the largest Catholic 

University in Europe and a non-profit, non-state university. 

It is also the only Italian university that can boast a national 

dimension with five campuses: Milan, Piacenza and Cremona, 

Brescia, Rome, where the Fondazione Policlinico Universitario 

Agostino Gemelli IRCCS is also present. Università Cattolica, 

with a mission that translates into an educational proposal, 

believes in the person and educates women and men, rather 

than professional experts, in freedom of thought, in society, 

in the future, cultivating the inclinations of each one.

It has been working since its origins to offer its students 

a solid cultural preparation, serious professional skills and 

a clear educational proposal. It offers an articulated and 

multidisciplinary training programme, which is characterised 

by the rigour of the studies, the close link with the world 

of work and the professions and an international outlook. 

Thanks to its scientific research, publications and reputation, 

it is accredited among the most prestigious universities in 

Europe and the world.

The places of knowledge and research
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Milan is the historic campus of Università Cattolica del Sacro 

Cuore: a campus in the heart of the city. Located next to 

the Basilica of the patron saint, in the ancient Cistercian 

monastery of the Abbey of Sant'Ambrogio, it is one of the 

most prestigious architectural complexes in the Lombard 

capital. The two Bramante cloisters, with their early 20th 

century façade designed by architect Giovanni Muzio, have 

become the symbol of the University.

Eight other facilities complete the extended campus in the 

city, including the first historic site at Sant'Agnese: the Rino 

Fenaroli Sports Centre; Carducci; Nirone; PIME; Buonarotti; 

Morozzo-San Vittore and Olona.

The Milan campus saw a further increase of 1,400 student 

places in 2021 thanks to the new building in via Lanzone 14 

and the spaces in via San Vittore.

Thanks to the acquisition of the adjacent Caserma Garibaldi 

Barracks, 55,000 square metres will be available, which will 

allowing for a decisive expansion and a clear rationalisation 

of space.

154,000 square metres
including student services, administrative offices 
and common functions

8 faculties

22 departments

45 research centres 

1 institute

4 specialisation schools

Milan
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THE NUMBERS OF THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2020/21

28,682
students enrolled in undergraduate, postgraduate
and integrated degree programmes

1,719
specialising master students

241
doctoral students

554
tenured professors and researchers

THE NUMBERS OF THE LAST 20 YEARS

142,611
graduate students in the Milan campus

41,385
graduates in economics, business and banking, 
finance and insurance disciplines

8,802
law graduates

25,282
graduates in education sciences and psychology

17,062
graduates in political sciences

11,176
graduates in political sciences

3,402
teachers and professional educators

2,709
graduates of postgraduate schools 
(including the school for legal professions)

17,088
specialising master graduates

15%
of the specialising master students 
are international

91 million euro
generated for the territory each year
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For more than fifty years, the Brescia campus of Università 

Cattolica, housed in the historic Palazzo Martinengo 

Cesaresco dell'Aquilone, has been welcoming young people 

interested in education, literature, exact sciences, performing 

arts technology, psychology and social work. Cutting-edge 

laboratories, working on the frontier of renewable energy 

and nanotechnology, create a small but industrious 'global 

village of science' open to the international scientific 

community.

In the academic year 2021/22 the new campus in Mompiano, 

north of the city of Brescia, which accommodates around 

2,500 students, has became operational. The new spaces, 

located in the city's Hills Park, cover an area of 14,700 

square metres on a total plot size of 20,500 square metres, 

about half of which is green space. The new campus, built 

by renovating part of the former diocesan seminary in Via 

Bollani, is an example of urban regeneration and meets high 

standards of environmental sustainability. The new centre 

reinforces the roots of the university in the area of Brescia 

and offers possibility of expanding the range of programmes 

on offer in the six active faculties active in the city.

24,000 square metres
including student services, administrative offices 
and common functions

6 faculties

2 departments

10 research centres

1 institute of religious sciences 

1 postgraduate school

Brescia
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THE NUMBERS FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2020/2021

4,564
students enrolled in undergraduate, postgraduate 
and integrated degree programmes

143
specialising master students

19
doctoral students

82
tenured professors and researchers

THE NUMBERS OF THE LAST 20 YEARS

19,652
graduates in the Brescia campus

568
specialising master graduates

934
graduates from training courses for teachers 
and professional educators

19,762
activated internships

3,000
covenants signed from 2013 to date

10.6 million euro
generated per year for the area 
(including the new Mompiano campus)
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Strong roots and an international outlook: populated by 

about 3,500 students (2/3 of whom come from 102 different 

provinces), Università Cattolica of Piacenza-Cremona is an 

original reality in the universe of Italian universities, an 

authentic university campus with avant-garde teaching 

tools, modern residential facilities, large spaces for study, 

sport and socialising. The close relationship between students 

and professors/lecturers, the efficiency of the facilities and 

services and the strong link with the local area create the 

ideal conditions for those who want to dedicate themselves 

to their studies. Thanks to this 'Campus dimension', students 

graduate quickly and enter the world of work successfully.

Since the academic year 2020/21 the educational activities 

of the Cremona campus have been housed in the former 

monastery of Santa Monica, a prestigious historical complex 

in the city centre, a new pole that strengthens its roots in the 

area and offers the possibility of enhancing the international 

vocation of the educational offering of the two active 

faculties.

A number of programmes on the Piacenza-Cremona campus 

are entirely in English, thus facilitating participation of 

foreign students. 

Moreover, Double Degree and exchange programmes with 

numerous universities abroad are active. Teaching spaces are 

integrated with laboratories and research facilities. 

65,000 square metres
including student services, administrative offices 
and common functions

3 faculties

6 departments

14 research centres

Piacenza - Cremona
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THE NUMBERS FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2020/2021

3,393
Students enrolled in undergraduate, postgraduate
and integrated degree programmes

150
specialising master students

60
doctoral students

144
tenured professors and researchers

THE NUMBERS OF THE LAST 20 YEARS

16,300
graduates

8,449
graduates in Economics and Law

3,112
graduates in Agriculture, Food and 
Environmental Sciences

4,369
graduates in Education

2,505
specialising master’s graduates

3.5 million euro
generated for the territory each year
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The Rome campus, with the Faculty of Medicine and Surgery 

and the Faculty of Economics, guarantees an avant-garde, 

interdisciplinary educational offer that is increasingly 

appreciated by international students. Thanks to the 

prestigious partnership with the Fondazione Policlinico 

Universitario Agostino Gemelli IRCCS, the synergy between 

teaching, research and healthcare constitutes a unique 

"training laboratory", where students can "experiment" with 

the knowledge acquired in the classroom, engaging in clinical 

activity and  dealing with the complexity of organisation and 

management.

Courses in the medical-health field are also provided in 

a number of health centres distributed throughout the 

country, which not only ensures the Faculty's presence at 

national level, but also represents a strategic network for 

professional courses, thanks to highly qualified internships.

The course of study offers a combination of competences 

that is unique in the Italian landscape, consisting of a 

preparation in economics and content in business and 

healthcare management.

83,000 square metres
including student services, administrative offices 
and common functions

2 faculties

9 departments

25 research centres

51 specialisation schools

Rome
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THE NUMBERS FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR  2020/2021

5,162
students enrolled in undergraduate, graduate 
and integrated degree programmes

921
specialising master students

219
doctoral students

522
tenured professors and researchers

THE NUMBERS OF THE LAST 20 YEARS

23,372
graduates

20,798
graduates in Medicine and Surgery

1,148
qualified surgeons only in the last 4 years

2,574
graduates in economic disciplines

4,860
graduates from medical specialisation schools

10,830
specialising master’s graduates

787
university specialising masters offered 
since the foundation

722
international students trained 
in the specialising masters

11.8 million euro
generated for the territory each year
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Our 
Faculties 
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“'Welcoming people also means providing a rich and 

diverse training offer.

On the basis of the assumptions made at the outset regarding 

the so-called "anthropological" objectives of university 

education, we are convinced of the importance of the 

humanities and social sciences for the material development 

of the country, because effective action in business or public 

administration requires creativity and critical thinking, which 

humanities studies help to shape.

We believe in it so much that we continue to invest in these 

areas even beyond the traditional training offer.”
The Rector Franco Anelli



106

12 Faculties  
Economics (Milan and Rome)

Economics and Law (Piacenza and Cremona) 

Law (Milan)

Arts and Philosophy (Milan and Brescia) 

Medicine and Surgery (Rome) Psychology (Milan and Brescia)

Agriculture, Food and Environmental Sciences (Piacenza and 

Cremona)

Banking, Finance and Insurance Sciences (Milan)

Education Sciences (Milan, Brescia and Piacenza) 

Linguistic Sciences and Foreign Literature (Milan and Brescia) 

Mathematical, Physical and Natural Sciences (Brescia)

Political and Social Sciences (Milan and Brescia)

THE TRAINING ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT 
BY THE FACULTIES IN THE LAST YEAR

105
degree programmes

44
undergraduate programmes

61
graduate degree programmes, including 7 integrated 
degree programmes

25
Undergraduate degree classes:
• Cultural Heritage
• Disciplines of Figurative Arts, Music, Performing  
 Arts and Fashion
• Philosophy
• Arts
• Linguistic mediation
• Legal service sciences
• Tourism sciences
• Economics and business management sciences
• Educational sciences
• Communication sciences
• Sports and motor sciences
• Psychological sciences and techniques
• Agricultural and forestry sciences and technologies
• Pharmaceutical sciences
• Economic sciences
• Mathematical sciences
• Political sciences and International Relations
• Social service
• Sociology
• Nursing and midwifery health professions
• Healthcare rehabilitation professions
• Technical health professions
• Health professions of prevention
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38
graduate degree classes of which 5 are single-cycle:
• Archaeological
• Medical, veterinary and pharmaceutical 
 biotechnology
• Pharmacy and industrial pharmacy
• Modern philology
• Philology, literature and history of antiquity
• Physics
• Information and publishing systems
• Modern European and American languages 
 and literature
• Modern languages for communication 
 and international cooperation
• Mathematics
• Medicine and surgery
• Dentistry and dental fittings
• Educational services planning and management
• Psychology
• International relations
• Economics sciences
• Public administration sciences
• Sciences and techniques of preventive 
 and adaptive motor activities
• Agricultural sciences and technologies
• Food sciences and technologies
• Economic sciences for environment and culture
• Economics and business sciences
• Philosophical sciences
• Science for development cooperation
• Statistical science
• Actuarial and financial statistics sciences
• Pedagogical sciences
• Social service and social policies
• Sociology and social research
• Nursing and midwifery sciences
• Health profession rehabilitation sciences
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Beyond 
graduation
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The history of Lifelong Learning began as early as 1925, 

only four years after the University for Italian Catholics was 

founded, when 'courses for graduates and educated people' 

who did not have the opportunity to attend university 

were set up. In 1954, Father Agostino Gemelli promoted 

the Residential Culture Centre at the Mendel Pass, where 

cultural and professional development activities open to 

graduates and professionals could take place. In 1969 this 

first proposal led to the foundation of a specific structure 

for on-going education, a pioneering idea in the Italian 

university sector, which was undertaken by the Pro-Rector 

of the time, Mario Romani.

At the end of the 1990s, Lifelong Learning was structured 

in all the University's campuses with dedicated services and 

staff, developing courses, conferences, seminars and summer 

schools under the scientific direction of the University's 

teaching staff and often in partnership with institutions, 

public and private bodies, profit and non-profit companies, 

banking and financial organisations, in order to respond 

effectively to the need to update the skills required by society 

and the world of work. The creation of the Graduate Schools 

System, between 1995 and 2009, during the Rectorate of 

Prof. Lorenzo Ornaghi, has led to the development of a series 

of innovative structures, designed to create a virtuous circle 

between teaching, research and consultancy activities on 

frontier issues, on which Università Cattolica was investing 

particularly: the globalisation of markets and the effects on 

international politics (ASERI), corporate social responsibility 

(ALTIS), psychology linked to the professions (ASAG), the 

evolution of print and digital forms of communication 

(ALMED), agri-food economics (SMEA), the new problems 

of environmental sustainability (ASA), health management 

(ALTEMS). The Graduate Schools system was completed in 

2017 with the establishment of the 8th Graduate School of 

Criminal Justice (ASGP).

Further Education today
What is commonly referred to as 'lifelong learning' is the 

formative expression of the research and Third Mission 

activities promoted by Faculties, Departments, Institutes, 

Research Centres and Graduate Schools. These activities can 

also be designed and implemented in partnership with public 

and private actors. Depending on the objectives, content and 

target group, projects can take different forms and various 

Lifelong learning 
from the beginning
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denominations. In addition to continuing education courses 

- advanced training, executive education, advanced courses, 

summer and winter schools, seminar cycles, study days and 

conferences - Università Cattolica also offers a wide range 

of funded training courses, with projects created specifically 

for the needs of companies and associations.

Recently, a number of 'high-potential sectors' have been 

identified, to which the University pays particular attention: 

since 2015, the so-called Cattolicaper, multidisciplinary 

working groups with professors and lecturers involved in 

specific professional sectors, have been set up: Sports, Tourism, 

School, the Third Sector, Public Administration and Start-ups.

Areas of expertise in Lifelong Learning
• Agri-food and the environment

• Banking, finance and insurance

• Communication, media and entertainment

• Economics, management and entrepreneurship

• Education and social work

• Legislation and law

• Languages

• Politics, society and international relations

• Psychology

• Health

• Sport and motor science

• Humanities, archaeology and cultural heritage

OVER THE LAST 15 YEARS

8,438
lifelong learning courses delivered 
in the last 15 years only

4,585
professional update courses

956
cultural update courses

1,680
specialising masters since the foundation

UNIVERSITÀ CATTOLICA’S 
POSTGRADUATE SCHOOLS TODAY

4
Campus of Milan

1
Campus of Brescia

51
Campus of Rome
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“The Graduate Schools were created as the highest point 

of university education, the outpost of a dynamic and 

professional education. One of the aims of the Graduate 

Schools is to have professionals who are not only performers 

but also decision-makers. Knowing about change means 

knowing how to make good decisions. The twofold objective 

of the Graduate Schools can be summarised as follows: 

knowledge, as deep as possible within an area, but also 

knowledge, as wide as possible, including what connects the 

various areas. This is the big question of the global system 

and this is the answer we give.”
Lorenzo Ornaghi

Rector of Università Cattolica from 2002 to 2012

Università Cattolica's 
Graduate Schools system
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Established in 2002 on the initiative of the Faculty of Arts and 

Philosophy, the Graduate School of Media, Communications 

and Performing Arts dates back to 1961, when philologist 

and theatre historian Mario Apollonio founded the Graduate 

School of Journalism and Audiovisual Media in Bergamo.

Today, the sectors in which ALMED operates are: journalism 

and information; conception and production of cultural and 

artistic events; conception, production and management 

of audiovisual and multimedia products; digital and social 

communication for companies and institutions. As the 

university's point of reference for communication studies, 

ALMED offers specialising Master's programmes, Advanced 

Training, Summer and Winter Schools, as well as workshops 

and internships. Designed in the form of a specialising 

master’s programme and recognised by the Ordine dei 

Giornalisti (Professional Association of Journalists), the 

School of Journalism at ALMED trains professionals for print, 

radio, television and social media.

The Alta Scuola di Economia e Management dei Sistemi 

Sanitari (Graduate School of Health Economics and 

Management) has been active since 2009 with the aim 

of creating a high-profit scientific context in the field of 

health economics and management, studying the main 

phenomena characterising modern health care systems: 

the evolution of the demographic and epidemiological 

framework, economic sustainability, the determinants of 

health, technological innovation, and equity of access to 

services. ALTEMS is a space for cultural and professional 

growth that integrates different disciplines and working 

methods, always focusing on human beings and their 

dignity. ALTEMS also participates in inter-university projects 

and adheres to the most important medical-scientific 

networks at European level, and combines postgraduate 

training programmes with specialised conferences and 

managerial, economic and legal expertise, applied to the 

health sector and its related industries.
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Since its creation in 2005, ALTIS has been committed to 

responding in a timely and flexible manner to the diverse 

needs of companies and institutions in an ever-changing 

socio-political and economic environment. At the heart of 

its activities is research into entrepreneurship, sustainability 

and the creation and measurement of shared value, with the 

aim of fostering full integration in the strategies, governance 

and management of public and private companies through 

consultancy services and training courses. Themes 

that distinguish its approach include Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR), sustainable finance, responsible 

entrepreneurship and management. In the field of impact 

entrepreneurship, ALTIS created in 2010 a network of EMBAs 

(Executive Master in Business Administration), designed in 

partnership with local universities in Sub-Saharan Africa to 

accompany young start-uppers in the creation of businesses 

with a strong social and environmental impact. Since 2015, 

the EMBAs have been developed by the spin-off E4Impact 

Foundation. In addition, since 2008 ALTIS has been a partner 

in the Global Social Venture Competition (GSVC) at the 

University of California, Berkeley.

The Graduate School of Environmental Studies was founded in 

Brescia in 2008 on the initiative of the Faculties of Mathematical, 

Physical and Natural Sciences and Education Sciences to 

promote managerial skills and cultural and professional 

preparation in the field of environmental sustainability: 

management and communication of sustainability; green 

marketing, training, green jobs; circular economy, human 

development; food management, sustainable tourism. As a 

structure integrating theoretical and applied competences in 

the field of natural, social, legal-economic and educational 

sciences, the Graduate School of Environmental Studies is a 

reference point for the development of research projects on 

issues of direct relevance for institutional and entrepreneurial 

actors. ASA provides consultancy to companies and public 

and private bodies to identify strategies, methods and tools 

for intervention in the territorial environmental context: 

through collaboration networks, the Graduate School is 

able to activate scientific competences in sectors such as 

sustainability education, impact assessment, environmental 

certification, sustainable mobility and urban environmental 

policies.

2005-2020            15 ° anniversario
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The Graduate School of Psychology was founded in Milan 

in 2001, inheriting the long tradition of research on 

psychology started by Father Agostino Gemelli, founder of 

Università Cattolica.

The main areas of intervention through research, 

consultancy and training refer to personnel management 

in organisations; mediation processes in different 

contexts; psychology for the complex world of sport; 

neuropsychology and cognitive dysfunctions; therapeutic 

assessment and psychosocial and clinical interventions in 

personal services and addiction psychology.

ASAG places psychology at the service of real, current 

problems in order to offer to the participants of its 

specialising Masters, Summer Schools and Postgraduate 

Courses continuous growth through the continuous 

building of bridges between universities and the world of 

the professions, the interdisciplinary nature of the training 

approach and dialogue as a continuous source of updating 

and innovation.

Founded in 1995, the Graduate School of Economics and 

International Relations is a training centre of excellence for a 

selected number of Italian and international students. High-

level training programmes and professors and lecturers from 

the most prestigious universities and global institutions 

are the tools that ASERI offers for critical interpretation in 

various fields, such as: international politics; international 

economics; development cooperation. The diverse academic 

and disciplinary backgrounds of its stakeholders represent 

the richness of the Graduate School and a unique opportunity 

for personal and professional enrichment.

Strong links with international organisations, companies, 

non-governmental organisations and foundations enable 

the involvement of professionals in the training programmes 

and offer students the opportunity to undertake prestigious 

internships and apprenticeships, which often turn into 

concrete long-term professional opportunities. The research 

activities of the School focus on a multidisciplinary study 

of international dynamics and the major transformations 

linked to the complex phenomenon of globalisation.

UNIVERSITÀ CATTOLICA del Sacro Cuore

ALTA SCUOLA DI ECONOMIA
E RELAZIONI INTERNAZIONALI
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The “Federico Stella” Graduate School of Criminal Justice was 

founded in 2017 and brings together the scientifi and cultural 

heritage of the "Federico Stella" Centro Studi  sulla Giustizia 

penale e la Politica criminale (CSGP). The ASGP promotes 

research into the problems of justice and criminal policy from 

an 'integrated criminal science' perspective, which is attentive 

to the methods and results of criminological studies and 

empirical-social sciences. The Graduate School collaborates 

with magistrates and renowned experts in the fields of law, 

criminology, economics, psychology and philosophy. The 

teaching topics range from corporate criminal law to anti-

corruption and transparency, from the judicial management 

of companies and confiscated assets to the enhancement 

of literature and expressive tools for the legal and health 

professions. The aim of this workshop is to analyse and discuss 

application practice in the field of criminal law and to put 

forward proposals for reform. The conferences have a 'seminar' 

format and foster dialogue between the public administration, 

the judiciary, businesses and legal experts. The proposals 

resulting from the numerous study and research activities focus 

on areas such as white collar and corporate crimes, defensive 

medicine, restorative justice, the relationship between justice 

and literature, environmental and cultural heritage crimes.

SMEA was founded in 1984 in Cremona as a Postgraduate 

School and Specialising Master’s programme in Economics 

of the Agri-food System. In 2005, it became part of the 

Università Cattolica's Graduate Schools System to promote 

an economic and management culture in the agri-food sector 

through training, research, consultancy and dissemination.

A qualifying element of SMEA's activities is the very close 

relationship with companies in the agri-food sector, 

which co-produce part of the teaching activities, offering, 

in addition to various opportunities, scholarships and 

internships.

The Graduate School of Agro-Food Economics and 

Management is also supported by public bodies, including 

the Lombardy Region, the Province of Cremona, the 

Municipality of Cremona and the Chamber of Commerce 

of Cremona. Research and consultancy activities, also at 

international level, are also carried out by two research 

centres set up by SMEA itself: the Livestock Products 

Market Observatory and the Centre for Economic Research 

on Pork Production Chains, based in Mantua.

Since 1997, first among all the Graduate Schools, SMEA 

has been a member of ASFOR, the Italian Association for 

Management Training.
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“Science sought without any concern, without any prejudice, 

science loved and served as such. […] But scientific research, if 

it is not to lose its way, must be coordinated with life.”
Father Agostino Gemelli 

Keynote address, Inauguration  AY 1923/24

Università Cattolica promotes research as its founding 

element, respecting the freedom of its researchers, with 

the active involvement of its academic committees.

In particular, Università Cattolica, respecting its institutional 

aims, contributes to the development of scientific research 

and to the preparation of young people for applied research 

and technological innovation, it supports and encourages 

the exploitation of the results of research produced within 

its own structures and organises and promotes activities 

aimed at fostering the widest possible relations between 

the University and the world of work.

In particular, scientific research at Università Cattolica 

covers the following disciplinary areas.

• Mathematical and computer sciences

• Physical and environmental sciences

• Biological sciences

• Medical sciences

• Agricultural and veterinary sciences

• Ancient, philological, literary and art-historical sciences

• Historical, philosophical, psychological sciences

• Legal sciences

• Economics and statistics

• Political and social sciences

Unique scientific research
and distinctive in the service 
of the country
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RESEARCH FIGURES

39 Departments 

93 Research centres 

4 University centres 

4 Bodies

8 Graduate Schools

1 Institute

1,283
tenured professors and researchers 
as of 31 December 2020 

272
Research fellows

21
PhD programmes active in the XXXV cycle

more than 1,100
ongoing research projects 
valued at approximately 95 million euro

117 
competitive research projects launched in 2020

368 
commissioned research contracts in 2020

235 
institutional projects, funded by the University, 
started in 2020
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International projects
The University participates in many European projects, 

also in cooperation with various Directorates General of 

the European Commission: Home Affairs and Migration; 

Justice and Consumer Affairs; Health and Food Safety; 

Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion; Environment; 

Communication Networks, Content and Technologies. In 

addition, the programmes of the Directorates-General for 

Education, Youth, Sport and Culture are limited to those 

managed centrally by the European Education and Culture 

Executive Agency with a strong impact on research and 

innovation activities.

In the period 2014-2020 Università Cattolica participated in 

almost 900 international research proposals, of which 139 

were funded (70 under the Horizon 2020 programme, 69 under 

other funding programmes). The University's partnerships 

frequently include 240 international institutions: 54% are 

universities or research institutes; 24% are government 

authorities; 15 are companies; 7% are other organisations.

Research areas range from medicine to agriculture, 

from climate change to the circular economy, as well as 

labour, resilience, social empowerment, restorative justice, 

corruption, trafficking and many other topics.

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF UNIVERSITÀ CATTOLICA’S 
PARTNERSHIPS IN EUROPEAN GRANTS
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Marie Sklodowska Curie projects
Between 2014 and 2020 14 Università Cattolica projects 

were funded by the European Union under the EU Horizon 

flalagship programme Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions 

2020, divided as follows:

 4 Individual Fellowships;

 5 Innovative Training Networks;

 5 Research and Innovation Staff Exchanges.

1 Individual Fellowship, 5 Innovative Training Networks,         

4 Research and Innovation Staff Exchanges are currently in 

progress.

ERC Grants
Two projects funded by the European Research Council (ERC) 

are currently active. The ERC Consolidator project 'LiLa: Linkin 

Latin' (2018-2023; https://lila-erc.eu), led by Prof. Marco

C. Passarotti, aims to build a Knowledge Base of linguistic 

resources for Latin, made interoperable through the 

application of the principles of the Linked Data paradigm. The 

Knowledge Base will make it possible to extract information 

from text corpora, lexicons and Latin dictionaries distributed 

over the network and interconnected through a common 

vocabulary of knowledge description.

The ERC Starting Grant project "Harmful traditions: Women 

empowerment and development' (2020-2025), led by Prof. 

Lucia Corno, stems from the observation that traditions still 

persist in many developing countries (e.g. child marriages, 

female genital mutilation, breast stretching) that can have a 

strong negative impact on the development, empowerment 

and well-being of women's human capital, perpetuating 

gender inequality and promoting the vicious cycle of 

poverty. On this basis, the project intends to investigate the 

reasons why these practices persist and to explore possible 

development policies.

Research projects of major national interest 
(PRIN)
The first calls for the selection of Research Projects of Major 

National Interest (PRIN) were published by the Italian Ministry 

of Universities and Scientific and Technological Research 

in 1999. 112 proposals were submitted, and 65 projects 

were funded with 3.5 million lire of ministerial funding 

and 1.6 million lire of co-financing from the University. 

In subsequent years, the rules of the PRIN call have been 

changed and updated and the University's co-financing is no 

longer required. In the last PRIN call (in 2017), the University 

participated with 265 research proposals, 43 of which were 

funded with a total amount of around € 5 million over three 

years. The 13 projects co-ordinated by the University focus 

mainly on humanities, but also on life sciences: the world 

of publishing in the 15th and 16th centuries; the life and 

work of Petrarch; urban art in the 19th and 20th centuries; 
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the transformation of democracy and power dynamics in 

the global era; enabling technologies in future financial 

markets; the impact assessment of recent legislative reforms 

in Italy on unfair dismissal; technological change, industrial 

evolution and the labour market; youth bullying; the use of 

nanotechnology for osteoarthritis; precision medicine in the 

treatment of coronary artery disease.

Special projects (FISR 2020)
Within the framework of the 2020 FISR call for project 

ideas on Covid-19, the University received funding for 5 

proposals. The call was aimed at developing research ideas 

to address the new needs and issues raised by the spread 

of the SARS-Cov-2 virus and Covid-19 infection. The five 

projects involving the University concern monitoring 

tools and intervention policies for the promotion and 

safeguarding of advanced post-Covid-19 neuroscientific 

research, working women during health emergencies, a 

socio-economic and legal analysis of crowdfunding during 

the pandemic, protection of family education for resilient 

children and adults, and inhalable nano-formulations for 

Covid-19 prevention.
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Our top research projects
Projects of "University interest" are dedicated to topics that 

are considered strategic and are funded by the University 

itself on the basis of internal calls for proposals that enhance 

the inter-faculty and interdisciplinary nature of research in 

order to achieve original results.

The themes put forward in the last decade were:

Time of crisis: analysis of causes and prospects 

for solutions 

2 projects

How to get out of the crisis by rethinking micro-economic 

and macroeconomic policies, including by devising new 

ways of recomposing economy and society.

Life extension as an opportunity 

5 projects

Longer life expectancy imposes new, more sustainable 

lifestyles, posing new challenges both in terms of adaptability 

to technology and in discovering a new intergenerational 

dimension.

From a more scientific point of view, it was possible to develop 

a mathematical modelling of the impact of nutritional and 

environmental factors on physiological parameters in the 

course of ageing, with insights into various diseases related 

to this process.

Humanism and socio-economic models beyond 

the crisis. Centres and peripheries

2 projects

Can love and forgiveness be a driving force to overcome 

existential peripheries? Religious, historical, legal, economic, 

literary and social perspectives for a new European 

humanism, after the crisis of Eurocentrism.

Growing inclusive skills and healthy ageing 

4 projects

An analysis of the socio-economic implications of active 

ageing and its effects on health, the use of positive 

technologies for healthy ageing, air quality and its 

repercussions on active ageing, and once again the role of 

nutrition in the prevention of physical frailty and cognitive 

decline during ageing.

Migration and migrants 

7 projects

Studies range from the religious beliefs of migrants, with 

their  implications for religious and cultural pluralism, to the 

legal aspects of integration; from the media as a resource 

for inclusion to the role of migrants as new consumers; and, 

finally, to the health and well-being of migrants in terms of 

prevention and treatment.
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Adaptation to climate change 

3 projects

Two projects are related to Lake Garda, focusing on 

adaptation plans for lake municipalities in the face of 

climate change and on the construction of mathematical 

models that process bathymetric data of the lakebed, 

collected by the Italian Navy. The third project is dedicated 

to land management and the ecosystem services provided 

by green urban and/or rural areas, in terms of environmental         

preservation.

Technology and humanism. Social, economic, legal, 

psychological, ethical, cultural, religious implications

7 projects

This strand of studies deals with the rapid development of 

new technologies and their progressive integration, which 

produces cultural, environmental and collective imagination 

transformations that go beyond simple adaptations of 

life and of productive and organisational processes. These 

anthropological issues are addressed with inter-disciplinary 

methodology for a balanced view of technological changes 

from a human perspective.

 

Anti-poverty policies and practices for integral 

and sustainable human development

5 projects

Ongoing studies cover resilience and education as resources 

to fight poverty in Africa, counselling and community 

empowerment in the fight against HIV in Sudan, the 

importance of establishing lasting relationships for a 

sustainable exit from poverty in several countries, and 

measures to be taken in the field of public policy.

Global risk management 

8 projects

Risk management, pandemic included, is the object of study 

of several research groups: from the agri-food chain to the 

training of human resources in small and medium-sized 

enterprises to manage climate risk; from behavioural change 

to  stabilise virtuous behaviour towards sustainability to 

strategies against the global risk of pandemic disease. 

Finally, the fight against over-indebtedness in the current 

socio-economic crisis.

No less important are projects evaluating the maternal 

exposome on the health of infants and children; the impact of 

environmental risk factors on oncological, cardiorespiratory, 

and neurodegenerative diseases; the transdisciplinary 

evaluation of the relationship between climate change, food 

production and nutrition.
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Beyond algorithms: interdisciplinary research change

3 projects

Three focuses from different disciplinary perspectives on a 

time of transformation

• Public functions, private control. Interdisciplinary profiles 

on governance without government in the algorithmic 

society;

• The clash of narratives. The representation of the future in 

popular culture and traditional media and its political use;

• Change or transformation? Knowing, communicating and 

transcending in the digital age. For a new humanism.

PhDs TO TRAIN YOUNG RESEARCHERS

4,075
people who have obtained a PhD 
from Università Cattolica since 1982

1,019
PhD programmes activated since 1982

3,414
PhD scholarships awarded since 1982
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Doctorates active at Università Cattolica 
in the academic year 2020/21
Campus of Milan

Doctoral programmes in: Criminology; Economics and 

Finance; Business, Labour, Institutions and Criminal Justice; 

Institutions and Policies; Management and Innovation; 

Person and Legal Systems; Psychology; Personal and 

Educational Sciences; Linguistic and Literary Sciences; Social 

Work and Personal Social Services; Sociology, Organisations, 

Cultures; Humanities. Tradition and contemporaneity.

In convention: International PhD in Physical Exercise and 

Sport Sciences.

Campus of Piacenza

Doctoral programme for the agri-food system.

Campus of Rome

Doctoral programmes in: Experimental and Translational 

Medicine; Neurosciences; Clinical Cellular and Molecular 

Research; Basic Biomedical Sciences and Public Health; 

Nutrition, Metabolism, Ageing and Gender Sciences; 

Oncological Sciences; Health Systems and Service Research.

Campus of Brescia

International Doctoral Programme in Science.
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Research governance
The Academic Senate establishes general guidelines 

for research at Università Cattolica; the Faculties plan 

research activities in collaboration with the Departments 

and Institutes, which are the structures responsible for 

carrying out research. In addition to the Departments and 

Institutes, there are Research Centres, which promote and 

carry out research activities with specific objectives. Finally, 

the Graduate Schools may carry out specialist research 

activities related to their scientific and professional training. 

The quality of scientific research carried out at Università 

Cattolica is monitored by the University Quality Assurance 

and the Academic Assessment Team. The monitoring process 

plays a central role in promoting a culture of institutional 

research quality.

The Research Strategies Commission
The Research Strategies Commission of the Academic Senate 

has been working for 25 years, having been set up in 1996, 

for the preliminary definition of the University's research 

strategies and policies, both at national and international 

level; the preliminary definition of internal regulations, in 

accordance with national and international strategies; the 

monitoring of research projects and initiatives carried out 

at the university and evaluation of the results; investigation 

of issues relating to research structures; proposal of topics 

for research projects; evaluation of the results of research 

projects of "interest for the University”.

As of 2019, as part of the strategic initiatives for the 

development of international research, the Research 

Strategies Commission has provided 15 grants to support 

research proposals that are well evaluated internationally 

but not funded, to be resubmitted in particularly selective 

competitive calls, in order to avoid undermining the efforts 

of complex research, especially at international level.

Administrative structure
The Research and Development Department was established 

in 2016 with the aim of developing research initiatives, 

projects, networks and consortia, also through administrative 

support, for participation in national and international calls for 

proposals, for funded activities and for project management 

and reporting. It is also responsible for fostering cooperation 

Resources and organisation
at the service of scientific research
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between the University and the world of business, institutions 

and the territory by activating new  partnerships  instruments 

for the valorisation and transfer of knowledge (Third mission). 

Università Cattolica has established an office in Brussels to 

support participation in European calls.

Tools to support researchers
Since 2003, the University has had an in-house developed 

application, 'Genius', which is a master record of the research 

projects developed by its researchers.

The main objectives of the programme are: to highlight the 

research projects carried out at Università Cattolica in the 

various departments, institutes and research centres; to give 

internal and external visibility to the University's scientific 

expertise; enhance the results of the research carried out, 

also through external visibility.

Università Cattolica also has one of the best-stocked libraries 

at national level and can provide its professors, lecturers 

and researchers with access to a large number of books and 

databases of great interest for research:

• Yewno Discover, a highly innovative tool that offers the 

possibility to perform highly personalised, interdisciplinary 

and targeted concept searches among millions of academic 

quality documents, resulting in interactive concept maps;

• Scopus (Elsevier) and WoS (Clarivate), citation databases 

containing bibliometric indices, biographical information 

and abstracts of articles and volume contributions from 

more than 25,000 (Scopus) and 30,000 (WoS) peer-reviewed 

journal titles from over 5,000 international publishers;

• SciVal (Elsevier) and InCites (Clarivate), platforms that 

enable the instantaneous processing of a huge amount 

of data to obtain comparative impact reports on various 

entities at individual, local or international cluster level.

PubliCatt
Since 17 May 2012, Università Cattolica has had an 

institutional repository of publications, called PubliCatt: an 

open access archive aimed at strengthening the visibility, 

dissemination and exploitation of scientific research 

results at both national and international level. PubliCatt 

is the unique tool for the census of publications by the 

research staff of Università Cattolica (lecturers, professors, 

researchers, postdoctoral fellows, doctoral students, 

contract lecturers). The data entered are in fact visible 

on the web and can be shared with different internal 

systems (Genius, Lecturers’ Personal Page) and external 

systems (lecturer page managed by Cineca for the MIUR). 

Publications published since 1955 have been included.
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more than 85,979
scientific publications listed in the institutional 
repository of the University PubliCatt

of which

over 50,188 
essays

over 21,572 
book chapters

over 4,002 
books

over 6,069 
conference proceedings

The first scientific publications in the history 
of Università Cattolica
The publishing activity carried out by Vita e Pensiero, the 

publishing house founded in 1918, was expanded in 1921 

to include the dissemination of studies and research carried 

out by the University at the dawn of Università Cattolica's 

scientific initiatives.

Scientific publications in the academic year 1921/22 Rivista 

di Filosofia Neo-Scolastica.

Series 1: PHILOSOPHICAL SCIENCES

Vol. I, n. 1 - FRANCESCO OLGIATI, L'anima di San Tommaso, "Saggio 

filosofico intorno alla concezione tomistica", Vol. in-8 of 149 pp. 

n. 2 - MARIANO CORDOVANI, Rivoluzione e filosofia [...] 

n. 4 - AGOSTINO GEMELLI, Contributi del laboratorio di 

psicologia e biologia, Vol. in-8 of 332 pp.

Second series: LEGAL SCIENCES

Vol. I, n. 1 - Sulla riforma del Codice penale italiano. "A proposito 

del progetto Ferri. Parere della Facoltà di Scienze sociali 

dell’Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore." Page 149 of volume 

in 8 [...]

n. 3 - GIULIO BATTAGLINI, Introduzione allo studio del diritto

penale [...]

Series three: SOCIAL SCIENCES

Vol. I, n. 1 - ARISTIDE CALDERINI, La composizione della 

famiglia secondo le schede di censimento dell'Egitto romano, 

Vol. in-8 of 61 pp.

n. 2 - LUIGI CORSI, L’applicazione dei principi evangelici

nei rapporti internazionali, Vol. in-8 of 40 pp.

Awards for high quality publications
In order to give prominence to the best publications of 

the University, the High-Quality Publication Awards were 

established in 2017. With the involvement of the Scientific 

Committees, which defined the high-quality criteria for each 

scientific area, from 2017 to 2021 the University awarded 

647 prizes out of the total number of publications of the 

University in the reference period.
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"Valuable" scientific advice at the service of 
society
Università Cattolica operates in the territory and maintains 

constant relations with institutions, associations, foundations, 

small and large companies, service companies and makes its 

scientific expertise available to them for the development of 

innovative research projects, applied research activities and 

targeted consultancy. Scientific advice covers all research 

areas in which the university operates. In the last three 

years, an average of 390 projects per year were contracted 

for commissioned research, with an average annual value of 

almost 10 million euro.

Scientific research and technology transfer 
Università Cattolica, through the University's Spin Off 

Organisational Unit, supports and encourages the innovative 

and inventive activities of research professors and lecturers. All 

inventions and innovations that are deemed to be susceptible 

to exclusive rights are covered by the Regulation on spin-offs 

and patents. The University is now the holder of 24 patents 

both nationally and internationally with specific coverage in 

Italy, the USA, the UK and other European countries. Patent 

activity mainly related to the medical sciences area with 

protection both in the pharmaceutical field and in relation 

to devices and technological supports aimed at facilitating 

assistance and diagnostic activities.
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Patents registered as of 2021
Neuroguide; Device for hydrocephalic pathology; Syringe 

for pegs; New taxane-related peptides and their uses; 

Laparoscopic retraction; Lipid vehicle; Biological marker for 

Spinal Muscular Atrophy; Molecular markers for autism; 

Predictive evaluation of the Response to Taxane-In-Cluding 

Chemotherapy; Wearable Vision Device; Methods and Kits 

for an evaluation of dietary profiles of ruminants; Peptides 

- Hiv Marker 1; Tcr/Mhcii - Collagen Interaction Inhibitors 

useful for the Treatment of Rheumatoid Arthritis; Non-

Toxigenic Strain of Aspergillus Flavus; Identification of 

Molecular Biomarkers that are predictive of the Response to 

Radiochemotherapy Treatment in Cervix Carcinoma; Blend 

of essential oils and/or hydrolats from plants of Italian 

origin to be applied to the development of a nutraceutical to 

promote gastro-intestinal and genito-u-renal microbial and 

immune balance; Radiodrug for Diagnostic/Therapeutic Use 

in Nuclear Medicine and Radio-Guided Medicine; Medical 

device for the treatment of skin diseases and its method of 

production; Probiotics consortium.

 

Spin-offs from Università Cattolica
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore has 11 active spin-offs:

A.A.T. S.R.L. - ADVANCED ANALYTICAL TECHNOLOGIES 

for diagnostics in the food sector (prebiotics and probiotics), 

baby food or food aimed at complex “risk” groups.

AEIFORIA S.R.L. for the valorisation of research results 

through the transfer of technological innovation to the 

production sector.

CRIME&TECH S.R.L. for the development of methodologies, 

models and IT tools for the prevention and control 

of a variety of criminal phenomena, including money 

laundering, corruption, infiltration of organised crime, fraud, 

appropriated crime (e.g. theft, robbery), counterfeiting, 

smuggling and other illicit trafficking.

ECOMETRICS S.R.L. for the promotion, organisation and 

management of research, documentation, scientific and 

technical analysis.

HORTA S.R.L. - SOCIETY FOR TECHNOLOGICAL 

TRANSFER IN AGRICULTURE for the transfer of 

technological innovation to national and international 

manufacturing companies in the fields of intensive and 

extensive agricultural cultivation.

MOLIPHARMA S.R.L. for the preclinical and clinical 

development and marketing of new drugs, diagnostics and 

other health products.

VIHTALI S.R.L. for the definition and development of the 

culture and modelling of organisational innovation in health 

care, at local, regional, national and international level 
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through the construction of care programmes and systems 

by problem/pathology based on the logic of population 

medicine and the Systems, Networks and Pathways (SRP) 

approach.

KBO.COM S.R.L. is a permanent platform for the exploitation 

of research results through the creation of a modern data 

collection, which is not limited to a specific research project, 

but oriented towards a multidisciplinary re-use involving 

various actors at different levels.

VSAFE S.R.L. for the development of innovative services 

of economic advice to private and cooperative enterprises, 

consortia, institutions, organisations, banks, and investment 

funds, operating or otherwise interested in the development 

of a sustainable agri-food and agri-environmental system.

NEUROCONNECT S.R.L. for the development of consumer 

services for the acquisition and analysis of electromagnetic 

signals and metabolic fluxes in humans and animals; 

design, development and sale of software that can process 

electrophysiological data; promotion and implementation of 

events to disseminate knowledge in the field of neurosciences; 

pre-clinical and clinical development, commercialisation 

of health products, clinical and medical monitoring, data 

management.

CETIF ADVISORY S.R.L. for the development of innovative 

services in the field of digital transformation in the financial, 

insurance, services, production and public administration 

sectors; the performance of advisory activities in the 

strategic-organisational and technological field, in public 

or private contexts, at national and international level; the 

design, development and definition of operational models 

and organisational solutions to support change projects; the 

development of advanced analytics and artificial intelligence 

models and related IT applications.
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With the establishment of the University Centres in the 

academic year 2006/07, Università Cattolica decided to 

concentrate its resources and energies on themes considered 

to be of particular strategic importance in the context of its 

cultural contribution to the Italian society and the Church.

Bioethics and life sciences, the family, social doctrine and 

international solidarity are the specific fields in which the 

Centres have been set up to promote activities and initiatives for 

research, training, high-level dissemination and intervention, 

in order to respond competently and incisively to the main 

challenges of our age. As of the academic year 2010/11, the first 

organisations  (Centres, Laboratories and Observatories) were 

set up,  dynamic realities for the analysis and interpretation 

of the processes that characterise the changes taking place 

in the local and global context. In 2010, the UCSC ExpoLAB 

Laboratory was set up with the aim of promoting, coordinating 

and implementing all basic and applied scientific activities, 

concrete initiatives for the dissemination of good practices 

and specific interventions that Università Cattolica carried out 

in the areas related to the central themes of Expo 2015. The 

Laboratory concluded its activities in 2015, at the end of the 

Universal Exhibition; the scientific and cultural legacy of the 

Laboratory was then collected in the academic year  2015/16 

by the Transdisciplinary Research on Food Issues Centre  

(TROFIC), which was established with the aim of promoting and 

carrying out multi and transdisciplinary scientific activities on 

food-related issues. In the academic year 2011/12 the Centre 

for Higher Education Internationalisation (CHEI) was set up to 

contribute to the search for and process of internationalisation 

of higher education at Università Cattolica, in Italy, Europe and 

the world, through a wide dissemination of activities and the 

establishment of international partnerships. In the academic 

year 2016/17, the Observatory for the territory: business, 

training, internationalisation (OpTer) was set up at the Brescia 

campus. Finally, in the academic year 2020/21, the Humane 

Technology Lab (HTLab) was set up, with the aim of promoting 

and enhancing research activities on the relationship 

between technologies and the various dimensions of human 

experience, along with the Observatory for Education and 

International Co-operation (OpECI), born in response to Pope 

Francis' invitation to representatives of institutions and the 

cultural world to sign the 'Global Compact on Education', a 

Global Educational Pact aimed at promoting education as a 

creator of fraternity, peace and justice.

University Centres and Organisations
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The University Centre for Social Doctrine of the Church 

expands on and promotes research and training activities, 

enhancing the manifold disciplinary skills present in the 

various campuses of Università Cattolica in the light of the 

Church's social teaching, so as to gain concrete experience 

of the disciplinary work necessary to address the complex 

social and anthropological issues of our time. In 2019, the 

Dizionario di dottrina sociale della Chiesa - Le cose nuove del 

XXI secolo (Dictionary of the Social Doctrine of the Church - 

The New Things of the 21st Century) project was launched: 

the entries of this work are gradually being made available 

online at (www.dizionariodottrinasociale.it), with free access 

on a dedicated portal, and will later be included in a new 

dictionary, also in printed form.

The University Centre for Bioethics and for Life carries out 

scientific research and postgraduate training, investigating 

the ethical issues raised by the development of technology 

and the medical and biological sciences as well as issues 

of philosophical anthropology, medical ethics and the 

philosophy of medicine and health. It also aims to analyse 

normative issues in biopolitics and biolaw. Through research 

activities, conferences, study seminars and training projects, 

the Centre addresses and explores these issues in the light of a 

'methodological secularity' that corresponds to the conviction 

that bioethics, whoever it is cultivated or practised by, must 

continue to be a philosophical endeavour, capable of grasping 

the meaning and value of human life and its relationships. 

The Centre for International Solidarity promotes and 

coordinates international cooperation projects in a variety 

of cultural and geographical contexts, where it strives to 

disseminate the culture and practice of solidarity by exploiting 

the University's wealth of knowledge and expertise. In 2020, 

CESI launched a number of projects in the Middle East: 

distance learning programmes in the Holy Land, Iraq and 

Jordan; a project on inclusive education and participatory 

teaching methodologies in Jordan in the schools of the Latin 

Patriarchate for Iraqis and Jordanians.

The Centre for Family Studies and Research is founding 

member of REDIF (Réseau Européen des Institutes de la 

Famille) and ESFR (European Society on Family Relations). It 

is a place where multidisciplinary expertise, mainly from the 
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field of psychoogy and sociology, interacts with demography, 

economics, philosophy, pedagogy and law. In addition to 

publishing publications on the subject, the Centre also carries out 

intensive training on professionals working with and for families 

at national and international level. The Centre has developed 

interpretative models that have significantly influenced  Italian 

and international culture on issues such as marriage, fostering 

and adoption, divorce and the life of young adults and, not 

least, social policies for the family. Recently, the research areas 

of Family and Covid-19 and Family Impact have been extended.

Center for Higher Education Internationalisation - CHEI 

operates with the aim of promoting and conducting research 

and training to strengthen the international dimension of 

Università Cattolica. CHEI organises seminars, research 

and, in collaboration with the Faculties of Education and 

Foreign Languages and Literatures, offers one of the few 

doctoral programmes in the world that focuses on the 

internationalisation of higher education.

The Humane Technology Lab - HTLAB is the Laboratory of 

Università Cattolica founded in 2020 to investigate the 

rellationship between human experience and technology: 

the main purpose is to promote and enhance the research 

activities of the University on the relationships between 

technologies and the different dimensions of human 

experience both in the academic field and in the perspective 

of cultural dissemination.  Through a holistic and 

multidisciplinary approach, a strength of the University, the 

Humane Technology Lab takes into account psychosocial, 

pedagogical, economic, legal and philosophical aspects 

related to the increasing diffusion of digital technologies, 

especially emerging ones such as Artificial Intelligence and 

Robotics.

The Observatory for the Territory: Enterprise, Training, 

Internationalisation - OpTer offers concrete support for the 

development of local entrepreneurship through initiatives 

of training, research and consultancy on innovation and 

Internationalisation. The Observatory's activities are rooted 

in the profound conviction that the company, understood as 

a community of people, is the essential subject of modern 

economic and social development, as it is able to correlate 

investment in innovation, internationalisation and training 

with responsibility towards the community and the territory 

in which it develops. In 2020 OpTer launched the project 
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"COM_PACT4FUTURE. Community and territory of Brescia: 

a pact to plan the future of the country", with the aim of 

activating an alliance between young people, the university, 

enterprises and institutions for the co-creation of the future 

of the territory of Brescia and the whole country.

The Observatory for Education and International Cooperation 

- OPECI intends to promote collaboration between 

universities, research centres and international organisations 

in order to stimulate studies, research, training activities and 

publications on education and international cooperation, 

developing new instruments of analysis and investigation 

that will allow the foundation of a pedagogy of international 

cooperation based on the ethics of responsibility and the 

principle of solidarity, indispensable elements to achieve 

that "Global educational pact" of which Pope Francis speaks, 

where, in the meeting between generations, cultures and 

religions, we can be educated to a new humanism.

Transdisciplinary Research on Food Issues Centre - TROFIC 

was established with the aim of promoting and carrying out 

multi and transdisciplinary scientific activities on food issues 

in the fields of agri-food, law, food safety and food security, 

and nutrition. The research project on 'Trust in science: using 

the crisis to rebuild the relationship between citizens and 

science' was launched in 2021. The research wants to map 

best practices aimed at fostering dialogue between science 

and citizens and directing awareness-raising and training 

initiatives directed at scientists and citizens.
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From the outset, Università Cattolica has never seen itself 

as a place closed off from society, but rather as a place in 

continuous exchange with it, constantly gathering its stimuli 

and solicitations, interpreting its training and knowledge 

needs and returning to the community and to the world of 

work with high standards of competence and a rich heritage 

of young people trained and with strong values.

The University also carries out a significant amount of 

activities for third parties in the form of research/consultancy 

with external contractors.

The social and economic impact of Università Cattolica is    

significant.

The following are a few figures representative of the 

University's social impact, also in terms of wealth produced 

and returned.

 

56,159
scholarships awarded by the foundation

 

30.1 million euro
saved by students and their families thanks 
to the services offered by the EDUCatt Foundation 
compared to market prices over the last decade

3,755
supplier companies work on average 
each year at all Università Cattolica campuses, 
and with Policlinico Gemelli

 
116 million euro
annual induced revenue generated 
by the University's premises 
for the surrounding areas

 

1 billion euro
of salaries paid to employees 
in the last ten years alone

Università Cattolica 
for society
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over 600,000 million euro
of taxes and labour contributions 
paid to the State in the last 10 years

 
368
contracts/direct awards received in 2020 alone

11 million euro
of third-party activity carried out in 2020

214
agreements with foreign universities 
signed in the last 20 years

 
22.5
times the initial investment is the 
estimated differential return of income 
produced by Università Cattolica 
degree for the students
(throughout their working life)



Università Cattolica has always collaborated with the 

business world in an important way, obtaining stimuli and 

support, and providing knowledge of high cultural, scientific 

and technological quality, as well as highly prepared young 

people who fit into every sector of the economy.

over 20,000
registered companies collaborating 
with Università Cattolica to date

133,998
company internships activated (1995-2020)
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THE ECONOMIC SECTORS THAT BENEFIT
OF THE PREPARATION OF UNIVERSITÀ CATTOLICA GRADUATES (IN %)

Università Cattolica 
and the world of enterprises
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The Internship & Placement service
The world of work has always been a focus of attention 

at Università Cattolica, where the Internship & Placement 

department is specifically dedicated to placing graduates in 

the local, national and international economic and professional 

world. The Internship & Placement Function, established as 

a University Service in 1999, uses an integrated system of 

services to combine the needs of labour supply and demand 

and facilitate the meeting between companies and young 

graduates. Aware of the importance  of on-the-job learning, 

the Service - also through the instrument of internships - 

cooperates with the business world to orient young university 

students to the culture of work and enhance their talent.

The matching of supply and demand for our graduates takes 

place via the specialised web portal ST&P where, to date, more 

than 20,000 organisations and companies publish internship 

and job offers and which is accessed by around 500,000 

students and graduates of Università Cattolica every year.

THE BUSINESS FUNCTIONS FED
BY YOUNG GRADUATES OF UNIVERSITÀ CATTOLICA (IN %)
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Through the Placement service, Università Cattolica is 

committed to developing in young people not only solid 

basic knowledge, but also social, personal, planning and 

methodological skills that are indispensable for improving 

their integration into the world of work, ensuring greater 

social mobility and a good quality of life.

Internship & Placement services 
Internship & Placement Portal 

ST&P

Job Posting 

CV database 

Internship activation

Career Days and Career Weeks
Every year the Internship & Placement Office organises 

the Career Day, the one-day event when students and 

graduates meet with companies. In 2020, due to the health 

emergency, it was held entirely digitally: a first Career 

Week, entirely online, including streaming meetings, 

company webinars, individual training points to meet 

training and recruiting experts.

over 5,000,000
accesses to the ST&P portal 
for matching job supply and demand 
for Università Cattolica students to date

over 20,000
agreements stipulated with companies to date

7,500
company internships activated despite 
the health emergency
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The World of Work University Committee
The World of Work - University Committee intends to 

initiate an ongoing dialogue with companies, right from 

the stage of defining the range of courses on offer, starting 

from the needs of the professionals most in demand on 

the labour market. The Committee is the point of reference 

for associations, public bodies, companies, banking and 

insurance groups that are interested in collaborating with 

the University in orientation to the world of work and 

career choices; to come into direct contact with students 

and graduates of Università Cattolica to promote corporate 

culture and professional growth; to search through 

the university channel for resources with the skills that 

best meet their recruiting needs. To date, 80 prestigious 

companies operating worldwide have chosen to become 

partners of Università Cattolica for placement and job 

orientation activities.

Membership to the World of Work - University Committee 

allows companies to have visibility on the Università 

Cattolica website and at the Internship and Placement 

Service. The Committee offers its cooperation in the 

promotion and publicity of scholarships; internship 

programmes; graduate programmes; competitions/awards; 

company visits; recruiting days: recruitment and selection 

days at the university; workshops; case histories; project 

work; dissertations in companies.

Università Cattolica has a growing or consolidated 

relationship with Orders operating in different fields of 

activity, such as economics, law, health and welfare.

The University ensures that candidates for the liberal 

professions are adequately prepared and offers dedicated 

training opportunities.

In addition, several faculties offer degree programmes 

supplemented by agreements with the relevant Orders, 

and numerous specialising master’s programmes and 

postgraduate courses enjoy formal accreditation.

ConLab
It is the coworking space of Università Cattolica, a place 

dedicated exclusively to self-employment activities. The 

project, born in 2016 within the University Innovation 

Centre (ILAB), supports and encourages the culture of 

entrepreneurship based on concreteness, sustainability 

and innovation. By exploiting new learning models and 

stimulating an interdisciplinary approach, start-ups, future 

and established entrepreneurs find opportunities for 

training, coaching, mentoring and networking.
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For a more inclusive, supportive and just world 

“Università Cattolica pays particular attention to 

cooperation programmes with developing countries.”
 Statute,  Art. 7

Università Cattolica has always been involved in important 

international cooperation programmes in various 

geographical areas of the world: Latin America, Africa, 

Asia and the Middle East, Eastern Europe. The history of 

international cooperation at Università Cattolica, which 

intensified in 2006 with the creation of CeSI, the University 

Centre for International Solidarity, and shortly afterwards, 

in 2008, with the Spe Salvi Foundation, supported by 

Senator Urbano Aletti, is originally linked to two types 

of intervention: university cooperation, which has been 

implemented through the Erasmus project within the 

framework of conventions for local development, including 

MedCampus (1992-93) and MIBP (1994-95); research, 

training and intervention projects carried out by university 

professors and lecturers from various faculties and 

campuses. Over time, ventures have focused on three areas:  

training, research and field projects. Training in the field of 

international development cooperation is characterised by 

a special set of courses that enables students to become 

familiar with a variety of disciplinary languages (e.g. 

politics, economics, sociology, law, psychology, history), 

which are useful for understanding complex international 

situations. In addition, the University is committed to 

enhancing research, both in the laboratory and in the 

field, as a tool for the study of appropriate and innovative 

solutions in the educational, health and environmental 

fields, to be applied in developing countries. In promoting 

international cooperation projects, in addition to involving 

a wide range of actors from the university community 

(professors, lecturers, researchers, students, administrative 

staff), Università Cattolica  works with national and 

international partners, such as universities, foundations, 

NGOs, non-profit organisations and congregations, thanks 

to funds from public institutions and private donations.

International solidarity 
and cooperation
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University Centre for International Solidarity - 
CeSI
The University Centre for International Solidarity (CeSI), 

acting in the light of the Church's social doctrine, is 

committed to ensuring that the vast heritage of knowledge 

and technical and scientific skills present and cultivated 

within Università Cattolica is put at the service of the most 

vulnerable populations, through both scientific research and 

the promotion and participation in international cooperation 

projects. The aim is to contribute to the development of the 

most fragile areas of the planet, with development being 

understood - as Pope Paul VI made clear in Populorum 

Progressio - as a process aimed at "reducing inequalities, 

combating discrimination, freeing man from his bondage, 

enabling him to become a responsible actor for his own 

material improvement, his moral progress and the fulfilment 

of his spiritual destiny" (no. 34). In line with the Encyclical, 

CeSI pays particular attention to ensuring that the initiatives 

and projects it promotes do not undermine the dignity of 

the recipients, but are the result of dialogue and discussion 

with local realities and aim to enhance and develop the skills 

already present on the ground. Through the projects it has 

promoted and supported over the years, CeSI has put the 

principle of solidarity into practice, for example by providing 

help to mothers giving birth in a small African hospital, by 

training Afghan girls enrolled in the journalism course in 

Herat, giving psychological support to children in Port-au-

Prince after the devastating earthquake in Haiti, helping 

to facilitate the social reintegration of former prisoners in 

Cameroon.

Università Cattolica promotes and supports many ventures  

with the direct involvement of students, professors, 

lecturers and technical-administrative staff, projects that 

involve all faculties of the University in different ways. 

This commitment has many facets: research and academic 

training with courses in Italy and abroad; consultancy to 

universities and institutions, with the training of academic 

and administrative staff; social entrepreneurship, with the 

preparation of entrepreneurs in developing countries and 

support for the launch of start-ups; projects in the field 

as leader or partner. International cooperation projects in 

which the university is involved are present in Africa, Latin 

America, Asia, Europe and the Middle East.

The Charity Work Programme
Promoting solidarity also means making those who were 

born and raised in privileged socio-economic conditions 

understand its importance. For this reason, CeSI has been 

increasingly committed to promoting voluntary work 

experiences in southern countries. Since 2009, CeSI has been 

promoting the Charity Work Programme an international 

voluntary work programme for students and recent 
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graduates from all Università Cattolica campuses. The 

programme is part of the solidarity education activities - part 

of the Centre's mission - and over the years has offered more 

than 350 students the opportunity to put their knowledge 

and commitment at the service of emerging or developing 

communities. The volunteer programme has always aimed to 

combine the promotion of the integral, personal and human 

growth of students with their studies and the enhancement 

of their technical and theoretical knowledge, experiencing 

how the professional skills acquired in the classrooms and 

laboratories of the University can be used for the common 

good. In 2019, the Charity Work Programme reached its 

eleventh edition, only to be temporarily discontinued in 

2020 due to the Covid-19 health emergency.

Terra Santa
2009
2010
2014

Marocco
2008

Afghanistan
2007
2009

Camerun
dal 2018
al 2021Camerun

dal 2018
al 2021

Haiti
2010
2016

India
2009

Libano
2015
2016

Giordania
2021

Mali
2020
2021

Ghana
2011

Myanmar
2018

Perù 
2009

Somalia
2020

Sud Africa 
2009

Mozambico
2011
2020

Uganda
2008
2010
2019
2020
2021

Etiopia
2012
2015

Tanzania
dal 2014
al 2017

THE AREAS OF INTERVENTION
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FROM 2009 TO 2019

481
available scholarships

385
scholarships awarded

1,828
applications

133
projects

Destination countries
Albania, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Cameroon, Cape Verde, 
Ecuador, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Philippines, Gabon, Ghana, 
Guatemala, Honduras, 
India, Madagascar, Mexico, 
Nepal, Panama, Peru,
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Romania, Sao Tome and Principe, 
Senegal, Sri Lanka, South Africa, 
Tanzania, Holy Land,
Uganda, Zambia.

Charity@HOME
For the 2020 edition of the Charity Work Programme, due 

to the mobility restrictions caused by the pandemic, CeSI 

formulated a new proposal for summer volunteering to be 

carried out in Italy, the Charity@HOME. The programme was 

a response to the CeSI's aim of offering students and recent 

graduates of Università Cattolica service experiences that 

would enhance their studies, and of pursuing its commitment 

to promoting  and implementing solidarity educational 

projects. Most of the experiences were residential and, in 

addition to being qualifying from a professional point of 

view, they maintained the Centre's international vocation 

thanks to the partners selected, including NGOs, associations 

and religious congregations largely active both in Italy and 

abroad, and to the activities planned.
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International cooperation 
activities carried out 
by the Graduate Schools system
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, through ALTIS - Alta 

Scuola Impresa e Società (Graduate School of Business & 

Society), has set up a network of universities in Africa with 

the aim of providing, through the E4Impact Foundation, 

Specialising Master's programmes in Business Administration, 

accompanying the birth of start-ups and the growth of their 

business, in line with the United Nations 2030 Sustainable 

Goals. The project is running in various African countries 

such as Kenya, Ghana, Sierra Leone, Uganda, Ivory Coast, 

Senegal, Ethiopia, Sudan, Gabon, Rwanda and Zimbabwe.

The main objectives of the project are: to train and create new 

entrepreneurs with a strong social impact; to cooperate with 

African universities to offer action-oriented entrepreneurial 

training; to foster the international development of Italian 

(and foreign) sustainability-oriented companies.

"The 'E4impact Foundation' was then set up as a holding 

foundation in September 2015, a Università Cattolica spin-off, 

promoted by leading Italian companies.

THE 2010-2020 IMPACT

2,000 trained entrepreneurs
 1,170 MBA
 800 in other projects

33   women entrepreneurs 

more than 10,000 jobs
generated by trained entrepreneurs

73% Alumni 
with an operating business

more than 60 internships in Africa 
for Università Cattolica’s students
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International solidarity and 
missionary activities carried 
out by the Pastoral Centre 
of Università Cattolica

The «Mission exposure» project
The "Mission Exposure" project is an educational and 

experiential proposal addressed to the students of the 

different faculties of Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore 

of Milan. The project was initiated and is proposed by 

the Pastoral Centre of the University in collaboration 

with the PIME missionaries and the Missionaries of the 

Immaculate Conception. The support of the University 

Centre for International Solidarity of Università Cattolica 

and the dialogue with the faculties of the University for the 

development, monitoring and dissemination of the proposal 

was also important. The project, which started in 2009, offers 

the opportunity to carry out an experience in "mission land" 

that can intertwine the human and Christian growth of the 

person with the subject of their academic studies. Some of 

the faculties have chosen to include ‘Mission Exposure’ as an 

integral part of their academic curriculum, awarding ECTS 

to the participants. Over the years, more than a hundred 

students have left to serve in mission countries: Brazil, China, 

Bangladesh, Haiti, India, Philippines, Mozambique, Uganda. 

From an orphanage on African soil to a hostel in Bangladesh, 

from caring for children in a Brazilian favela to living the 

daily life of a village in India, many of the participants 

experienced what it can mean to be 'on a mission'. The 

training course takes place exclusively on the premises of 

Università Cattolica or at the houses of PIME and lasts about 

a year: it starts in December and includes monthly meetings. 

The missionary experience lasts approximately one month 

and takes place during the summer, so as not to interfere 

with the academic study activities, while the last formative 

meetings of the course are planned in September and 

October, in order to re-read the meaning of the experience. 

The training programme often involves university lecturers 

and professors and external experts, as well as the various 

project partners, in order to guarantee the value, quality and 

interdisciplinary nature of the training programme. Both the 

missionary experience and the training course are designed 

and structured to stimulate and develop the participants 

personally, so that they can increase their knowledge of 

themselves and the Lord and combine their desire for service 

with their academic studies, increasingly opening their eyes 

to the world. In this sense the "Mission Exposure", in line with 

the mission of Università Cattolica, pursues and promotes 

a universal dimension of the students' education, holding 

together and combining academic learning, personal and 

human growth, openness to the mission and the possibility 

to cultivate one's own faith.
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Università Cattolica Day

“Our University was born out of the willing contribution of 

numerous friends. To all of them, but especially the humblest, 

please allow me to send a word of gratitude here. They are 

simple and good souls of Italian Catholics who entrust us 

with their children and give us their money.”
Father Agostino Gemelli 

Rector, 1923

Since its establishment in 1918, the Committee promoting 

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore has been faced with the 

issue of the huge financial resources needed to found the 

university. Armida Barelli, the committee's 'cashier', promoted 

a national subscription in 1921 through the periodical of the 

Gioventù Femminile (Catholic Youth Association for Girls) di 

Azione Cattolica and asked the Holy Father to hold a University 

Day in all Italian churches. During an audience with Pope 

Pius XI on 14 November 1921, Armida Barelli was given the 

mandate to recommend a University Day throughout Italy, 

consisting of prayers, propaganda and collections. In 1922, 

the 'First Free University Day' was held in 161 dioceses. It will 

not become compulsory until the celebration of St Joseph in 

1924, when the Pope gave Armida Barelli an audience with 

the decree making it compulsory to take up a collection for 

the University Day on Passion Sunday. From that moment 

on, the Giuseppe Toniolo Institute, which took over from the 

Promoters' Committee, promoted the 'University Day' every 

year in the Italian dioceses through a special Office, which 

was warmly welcomed by Pope Pius XI. Popular support, as 

well as the creation of a network of sympathy and support 

for the new university, enabled the state recognition of 

Università Cattolica. Strengthened by this economic aid, the 

Toniolo Institute, being able to demonstrate that Università 

Cattolica was maintained by Italian Catholics, could ask the 

State to establish the University. Alongside the University Day, 

the instrument that provides valuable support for the work of 

raising awareness of Università Cattolica and fundraising is 

the Friends' Association, which was founded as early as 1921.

University Day, 1957. 
Open-air church service.

Civil society support 
the Università Cattolica
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University Day and the Italian Church 
Message from the President of the Italian Episcopal 

Conference for the 97th Day of Università Cattolica 

del Sacro Cuore on Sunday 18 April 2021, on the 

theme  «A century of history before us.»

“When Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore was inaugurated 

a century ago, on 7 December 1921, a mixture of astonishment, 

exultation and trepidation could be felt in the large Aula 

Magna of the new building, which had just been created by 

restoring and adapting the old St. Agnese’s Convent in Milan. 

The astonishment was due to the fact that they had succeeded 

in the feat of setting up and giving a dignified campus to the 

University of Italian Catholics. For many people, this was a 

real miracle, starting with the financial resources that came 

in despite the scepticism surrounding the initiative of Father 

Gemelli and his colleagues. Above all, however, because a place 

of higher education promoted by the Church was finally  taking 

shape at a time when Catholics still remained on the margins 

of the country's social and cultural life. Exultation because, 

against all resistance and opposition, a dream that had been 

cultivated over the decades following the unification of Italy 

and the disappearance of Catholic university institutions from 

the public scene was made true. What had often been hoped for 

in the congresses and conventions of the Catholic movements 

and strongly desired by leading figures such as the Blessed 

Giuseppe Toniolo, who on his deathbed handed over to Father 

Gemelli and his his colleagues  the torch for the creation of 

a Catholic University. There was no less trepidation for an 

adventure that had started with great enthusiasm on the part 

of a group of fervent Catholics and enlightened supporters 

of the Church's cultural commitment. But there were also 

huge problems to deal with: from economic sustainability to 

governmental recognition to the unique academic offering to 

be organised. It was a question of credibly and unambiguously 

declaring freedom of scientific research, full adherence to 

Catholic doctrine and the integral formation of students from 

a professional, human and spiritual point of view.

This extraordinary challenge was met by trusting in the first 

and fundamental protagonist, the Sacred Heart of Jesus, to 

whom the University is consecrated. The Papal Delegate, the 

then Archbishop of Milan, Card. Achille Ratti, the future Pius 

XI, gave a solemn speech in which he greatly appreciated the 

initiative and strongly encouraged its development, which 

ended with a formula for good wishes: vivat, crescat, floreat. 

Within a short time, this wish became reality, exceeding all 

expectations. The University, in spite of a thousand difficulties 

in times as complex as those between the First and Second 

World Wars, has undergone constant development, guided 

in the first four decades by the brilliant and authoritative 

personality of Father Gemelli, and then by an academic 

community that has never ceased to cultivate the spirit 



157

and the original intentions. We, too, are in awe of all that 

has been achieved thanks to the generous commitment of 

the founders and the generations of professors and students 

who, over time, have developed the character and aims of 

the University. And we cannot but rejoice and thank the Lord 

for the wonderful wor- ks that have been carried out over 

the last hundred years, with the increase in the number of 

campuses and the accessibility offered, also thanks to the 

material and spiritual support of Italian Catholics. Let us also 

live this anniversary with trepidation and the knowledge 

that "to whom much has been entrusted, much more will be 

required"(Mt 12:48). The University has received a lot and is 

now called upon to face challenges that are no less demanding 

than the initial ones, both on the strictly academic side with 

the necessary innovations for teaching and research, and to 

fully develop the Third Mission that has been its soul and 

outlined its objectives from the outset. The Day for Università 

Cattolica del Sacro Cuore which will be celebrated on Sunday 

18th April 2021, will focus on the theme «A century of history 

before us.» It will be a valuable opportunity, in the context of 

the centenary, to rethink the value and role of the University 

in the life of society and the ecclesial community. Learning 

from past experience is the best way to face the future, which 

is uncertain and full of epoch-making changes. In these 

times of persistent epidemic, it become more demanding the 

commitment to train professionals who, with deep moral 

convictions and qualified scientific expertise, can contribute 

to achieving the sustainable development that our country 

and the whole of humanity particularly and urgently need. 

As Pope Francis reminds us, the pandemic has revealed «a 

world that is sick not only because of the virus, but also in the 

environment, in economic and political processes, and even 

more so in human relationships. It has highlighted the risks and 

consequences of a way of life dominated by selfishness and a 

culture of waste and has presented us with an alternative: to 

continue along the path we have been following so far or to 

take a new one» (Address to the Diplomatic Corps, 8th February 

2021). Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore is called upon to 

be the driving force of renewal, especially by helping young 

people to be the protagonists of this new path, by acting as 

the interpreters of the requests launched by the Holy Father, 

including the Global Education Pact and the Pact to Rethink 

the Economy. The forthcoming beatification of Armida Barelli, 

the tireless creator of the birth and growth of the University, 

offers everyone the opportunity to meet a model of female 

holiness who was ahead of her time and created extraordinary 

works that have left their mark on the life of the Church and 

the country. Her unshakable faith in the Sacred Heart may 

be an example to us and help us to support the life of the 

University and the journey of the Italian Church.”
Presidency of the Italian Episcopal Conference

Rome, 22nd February 2021, Chair of St Peter the Apostle
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Pre-tax donations to Università Cattolica
Since 2010, Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore has been one 

of the beneficiaries of the “cinque per mille”, fiscal measure 

that allows taxpayers to allocate part of their income tax 

to organisations that carry out socially relevant activities. 

Thanks to the choice made by around 7,000 people each year, 

it has been possible to help almost 2,000 deserving students, 

support research and carry out projects in Italy and abroad 

in the medical, educational and social fields.

UNIVERSITÀ CATTOLICA DONATES 
“CINQUE PER MILLE” TO TRAINING, 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

TRAINING

1,917 
Bursaries

385 
Scholarships

6 
Projects to support the Services for the integration 
of students with disabilities and with SLDs

1
Service Learning Project

REASEARCH

21 
Research projects
• 12 in the medical-scientific field on oncology, 
 paediatrics, palliative care and infectious diseases

• 2 in the field of sustainable agriculture 
 and agri-voltaic system development
• 1 on studying the impact of climate change
• 1 supporting vulnerable families
• 1 of study on immune response 
 to SARS-CoV-2 vaccines
• 2 to foster a sustainable agri-food chain
• 1 study on welfare and Covid-19
• 1 of analysis of image processing techniques

DEVELOPMENT

29
Development projects in Italy and abroad

149 
Volunteer Scholarships
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The Fondazione Policlinico Universitario 
Agostino Gemelli IRCCS and the Faculty 
of Medicine and Surgery
Inaugurated on 10th July 1964, the Agostino Gemelli University 

Hospital has established itself as a centre of excellence in 

which world-class teaching, innovative research, and care 

and assistance activities interact to the benefit of patients. 

An integral part of Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore for 

over fifty years, it took on the legal form of a Foundation 

on 1st August 2015 as a further confirmation of its value 

and prestige in the continuous improvement of the care it 

offers and the services it provides. In 2018, the Ministry of 

Health issued a decree recognising the scientific nature of the 

general hospital for the disciplines of «Personalised Medicine» 

and «Innovative Biotechnology», qualifying it as a Scientific 

Institute for Research and Care (IRCCS). The institutional 

activity of the Foundation, a private non-profit organisation 

set up by the Giuseppe Toniolo Institute for Higher Education 

and Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, is therefore the 

protection and promotion of the human person in the field 

of health care, training, scientific research and innovation 

in the biomedical and health care fields, both clinical and 

translational. 

With more than 5,000 employees, 7 Departments and 133 

Operating Units, the Fondazione Policlinico Universitario 

Agostino Gemelli IRCCS is a nationally and internationally 

renowned organisation.

Its main distinguishing features are therefore the close 

integration of medical activity, research and training, as 

well as the large number of patients treated, and the clinical 

areas covered.

Further strengths are the centrality of the patient as a person, 

the use of cutting-edge skills, technologies and know-how, 

and the ability to respond to complex care needs through 

increasingly personalised solutions in daily clinical and care 

activities.

Finally, the Fondazione Policlinico Universitario Agostino 

Gemelli IRCCS has an Ethics Committee inspired by the 

values and founding principles of Università Cattolica del 

Sacro Cuore. It is an advisory body, whose members, from 

different areas of expertise and experience, are mainly called 

upon to assess the ethical conditions of trial protocols and 

to verify that the safety, integrity and rights of patients 

participating in trials are safeguarded.

Università Cattolica
at the service of healthcare
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GEMELLI POLYCLINIC'S NUMBERS IN 2020

5,654
employees

4,594
medical, nursing and other 
health professionals

1,060
other administrative staff

From 2,371 patients admitted 
in 1964 to 82,019 in 2020

57,388
surgeries

3,840
births

1,558
beds

57,895
people received and treated in the A. & E. Department

6 million
average number of patients treated on average every year 

16.000
average number of patients treated every day

19% 
of patients come from outside the region

THE POSITIVE ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT 
GENERATED BY THE POLICLINICO GEMELLI

325 million euro
economic value generated by the satellite activities for 
the city of Rome and surrounding areas

529 euro
economic value generated by the satellite activities for 
each citizen in the city of Rome and surrounding areas

129 euro
economic value generated on avarage by the satellite 
activities for each citizen of Rome

Source:  Mission & Impact Report 2020 Fondazione Policlinico
Universitario Agostino Gemelli IRCCS
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Sculpture in memory 
of Pope St John Paul II, 

by the artist Stefano Pierotti, 
placed at the entrance square 
of the Policlinico Universitario

Agostino Gemelli.
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Università Cattolica has always been attentive to 

communication and relations with its stakeholders, and for 

this reason it has equipped itself with tools and media to 

provide information, news and publications with content 

and contributions on its activities and initiatives. Always 

up-to-date and contemporary, the University's proprietary 

channels address both the broad institutional and scientific 

public, as well as the younger generations of students and 

their families.

           
Vita e Pensiero 
Published by the publishing house of the same name, 

the cultural magazine Vita e Pensiero is the University's 

periodical, founded in 1914 as a periodical of culture, 

debate and reflection on the main contemporary issues. 

Since 2017, it has offered a fortnightly in-depth review, VP 

Plus, in digital format. This is complemented by La Rivista 

del Clero on ecclesial current affairs for those in positions 

of responsibility within the Catholic Church (bishops, 

priests, committed lay people). The publishing house also 

boasts a rich catalogue of books and scientific journals 

that contribute to the dissemination and promotion of the 

heritage of Catholic and humanist inspiration, in particular 

in the fields of philosophy, literature, sociology, history, art, 

pedagogy, justice, communication and media, and of course 

religion.

Secondo Tempo
It is the media centre which collects and publishes the 

contents produced by the University divided into different 

sections, from events to news, from podcasts to videos, from 

web reports to photo news. It presents a dual navigation 

both by topics of interest and by containers of liking.

secondotempo.cattolicanews.it 

Cattolica News
The University's online magazine, a registered newspaper, 

has been analysing current affairs and scientific studies since 

2001 with interviews, videos, articles and contributions from 

lecturers, professors, students and members of the university 

community. Every week, the articles published are included 

in a dedicated newsletter, CattolicaNewsletter, sent to the 

entire internal population, as well as to a large number of 

Communication and society
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Secondo Tempo
The media centre which collects and publishes the contents 

produced by the University divided into different sections, 

from events to news, from podcasts to videos, from web 

reports to photo news. Searchable content on current affairs 

and specific topics. 

secondotempo.cattolicanews.it 

Cattolicanews
The University's online magazine, a registered newspaper, 

has been analysing current affairs and scientific studies since 

2001 with interviews, videos, articles and contributions from 

lecturers, professors, students and members of the university 

community. Every week, the articles published are included 

in a dedicated newsletter, CattolicaNewsletter, sent to the 

entire internal population, as well as to a large number of 

external users who have registered over time. 

cattolicanews.it

Social media @unicatt
twitter.com/unicatt

facebook.com/unicatt

instagram.com/unicatt

linkedin.com/unicatt

youtube.com/user/younicatt 

Presenza
This is the historical periodical of Università Cattolica, which 

can also be browsed online, and which has always given a 

retrospective view of the main events at Università Cattolica, 

relevant to the academic world, to students and to alumni. It 

collects stories and case histories from all the campuses and 

since 2020 it has incorporated the magazine Comunicare  a 

which  focuses on the Rome Campus. In 2019 the magazine 

Presenza celebrated fifty years since its first edition.

unicatt.it/presenza 

The three most significant 
covers: the first edition of 1969; 
the one dedicated to the fiftieth 
anniversary in 2019 and the 
most recent, for the centenary 
of the Università Cattolica 
in 2021.



Università Cattolica has always been attentive to the global 

society and over time has set up structures specifically 

dedicated to this purpose, such as the International 

Relations Office, the Centre for Higher Education (CHEI), the 

University Language Centre (SeLdA), the University Centre 

for International Solidarity (CESI), the Graduate Schools 

System and the Confucius Institute.

In particular, Università Cattolica carries out activities 

such as: welcoming and training international in-coming 

students; enhancing the education abroad of its students 

through study, internship and volunteer programmes; 

organising foreign language courses for students and 

professors/lecturers; participating in international solidarity 

projects.

The institutional network 
of Università Cattolica
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore expresses the power of 

'internationalisation' in its name, even before its tradition. 

‘Catholicism' in the literal sense presupposes the universality 

of a message that characterises and describes the intrinsic 

and founding spirit of the University. This universality is also 

tangible in its history. Father Agostino Gemelli was one of the 

founders of the FIUC (International Federation of Catholic 

Universities), whose first international network was created 

in 1924 by the collaboration between Università Cattolica 

and the Katholieke Universiteit Nijmegen. They were joined 

the following year by a further 14 universities from all 

over the world, which gathered at the Institut Catholique 

de Paris to form the first general assembly. Recognised by 

a decree of the Holy See in 1948 and by Pope Pius XII in 

1949, it officially became the International Federation of 

Catholic Universities (IFCU/FIUC) in 1965. The FIUC today 

has 226 members. As early as the end of the 1970s, the 

need to expand the network of international contacts began 

to emerge, first in Europe, consolidated with the Erasmus 

programme, and then worldwide.

Internationalisation also took the form of the so-called 

'internationalisation at home', i.e. the domestic response to 

the need to broaden the international experience on Italian 

campuses. The first official exchanges date back to 1977: the 

University of Louvain-la-Neuve was the first international 

university with which Università Cattolica signed a mobility 

agreement, mainly aimed at scholars of medieval history. 

Università Cattolica
in the world and the world 
in Università Cattolica
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The typed pages and the signatures of the Magnificent Rector 

Giuseppe Lazzati and his Belgian correspondent, Mons.   

Édouard Massaux, marked the beginning of the history of 

international exchanges that found their first network of 

agreements in Catholic universities. Leuven (1980), Lublin 

(1981, still active), Eichstatt (1994) and Budapest (2000) 

followed shortly afterwards. In the meantime, however, the 

European landscape has broadened its vision, and the idea of 

a single large continent, whose geographical borders draw a 

cultural unity that goes beyond those of individual states, is 

becoming a reality. In the academic year 1988/89, Università 

Cattolica joined the Erasmus programme, a well-conceived 

acronym for EuRopean Community Action Scheme for the 

Mobility of University Students. Indeed, it is from universities 

and student mobility that we decide to start shaping the 

European citizens of tomorrow.

Finally, in 2020, a network of Catholic universities was created 

that is characterised by being multidisciplinary and research-

oriented: SACRU (Strategic Alliance of Catholic Research 

Universities), whose members are Università Cattolica del 

Sacro Cuore (Italy), Australian Catholic University (Australia), 

Boston College (USA), Pontificia Universidad Católica (PUC) 

de Chile (Chile), Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio de 

Janeiro (Brazil), Sophia University (Japan), Universidade 

Católica Portuguesa (Portugal) and Universitat Ramon Llull 

(Spain).

International mobility
The structured approach to international mobility 

through Erasmus has triggered an increasingly organised 

development of exchange programmes and projects at 

Università Cattolica. In 2004, with the aim of becoming more 

attractive to American students, the University joined the 

global ISEP network, an international community of more 

than 300 universities in 50 countries that has enabled more 

than 60,000 students to take part in summer, semester and 

year courses since its inception.

Thanks to the impetus provided by ISEP, the range of courses 

offered in English was expanded and the International 

Syllabus was launched in 2008, with the first 8 courses in 

the fields of economics, business and management. This 

investment makes it possible to establish exchanges and 

partnerships with universities of other nationalities: from 

Northern and Eastern Europe, Asia and Australia, and to 

strengthen links with Catholic universities around the world.
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Guidance, assistance and support for international students 

during their stay in Italy are some of the services that have 

enriched the mobility offer over time and have become an 

integral part of the activities and structure of the current 

International Development Area.

More recently, in 2018, Università Cattolica distinguished 

itself by being the first Italian university to offer a double 

degree in Medicine and Surgery, created in collaboration 

between the Rome-based faculty and the Thomas Jefferson 

University in Philadelphia. In addition to international - 

inbound - students, outbound students have also gradually 

increased.

Approximately 30% of the graduates can today claim to 

have gained at least one experience abroad during their 

time at Università Cattolica

Some milestones

• Erasmus Programme 1988/89:  creation of a European 

economic area from the university onwards, and 

systematisation of exchanges of professors, lecturers and 

students

• 2008: transition from the concept of 'international 

relations' to the concept of 'internationalisation'

• 2008: Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore began to 

actively promote activities in new areas, starting with Africa

• 2009: creation of an educational offer for US universities

• 2010: creation of a recruitment unit and activation of a 

global network of agents promoting Università Cattolica del 

Sacro Cuore in Latin America, Europe, and Asia

• 2016: the name of the office changed from 'International 

Cooperation and Mobility Directorate' to 'International 

Development Area'

• 2016: with the Strategic Plan, English-language programmes 

were developed at all levels of education: undergraduate, 

postgraduate and specialising master’s degrees. The International 

Development Area divided into four units: Education Abroad, 

International Education, Global Engagement and International 

Recruitment. With the Strategic Plan, representative offices are 

opened in Australia, China and the USA.



167

30%
of our graduates in the last 4 years had study 
or work experiences abroad

76,715
Università Cattolica students have studied
abroad in the last 30 years thanks to an 
international mobility grant

18,596
international students have attended a semester, 
Summer or Winter Programme in the last 30 years

7,283
international students have attended a semester, 
a Summer or a Winter Programme in the last 
30 years thanks to the Erasmus programme

4,700
international students enrolled in our 
specialising Masters since their inception

The Confucius Institute 
The origins of the Confucius Institute at Università Cattolica 

date back to the relationship with China, even before the 

founding of the Institute (2009), in the field of research on 

the one hand and the implementation of Chinese language 

courses on the other, when the first chair of Contemporary 

History was opened at the University in 1993. On the Italian 

university scene, historical studies on contemporary China 

were traditionally linked to faculties of Oriental Studies; 

the approach to the discipline by a chair of Contemporary 

History marks a clear opening of the perspective. In 2005, 

on the initiative of the Faculty of Linguistic Sciences and 

Foreign Literatures of Università Cattolica, the first Chinese 

language course was set up and in 2009 the Confucius 

Institute was founded at Università Cattolica in agreement 

with the Beijing Language and Culture University (BLCU), 

which houses the headquarters of the Centre for Education 

and Linguistic Cooperation, the official Chinese body for the 

promotion of the Mandarin language abroad. BLCU is the 

university par excellence that trains diplomats, welcomes 

international students and cultivates a great tradition of 

teaching Chinese to foreigners and of cooperation with 

universities in other countries.
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“ From the outset, Università Cattolica has seen itself as an 

instrument for the participation of Catholics in the culture 

of Italy, at a time when Catholicism had no significant 

place and space at the level of higher studies and university 

education. [...] The University of Italian Catholics has lived 

through almost the whole of the twentieth century; it was 

born between the two wars; it survived the tragedy of the 

conflict; it has accompanied the changes of the post-war 

period and today it is still preparing to face new and difficult 

times, which, as always in history, require a new capacity for 

interpreting reality.”
The Rector Franco Anelli

Keynote address, Inauguration AY 2018/19

The closeness of the Popes 
to Università Cattolica

“We also gladly praise the decision 

taken by this Committee to found a 

Catholic University in Italy, specifically 

in Milan, in a very fervent city where 

industry is developing with such 

impetus and where the work is most 

active, so that the energies of the spirit and of the intellect 

may also be exercised there with greater alacrity. Of course, 

the initiative to which you have dedicated yourselves with 

such commitment and which has already been a great 

success in Europe and America, was also long in the vows 

of eminent Catholic personalities in Italy, and above all of 

that indefatigable and very devout Cardinal Andrea Ferrari 

of  blessed memory, Archbishop of the Ambrosian Church, 

who welcomed it into his arms and then favoured it in every 

way [...].”
Pope Benedict XV

9th February 1921

The University of Italian Catholics
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“First of all, we would like to express 

not only our satisfaction, but also our 

emotion: we have been moved by all 

the beautiful things we have seen and 

heard so far. Beautiful words, beautiful 

and precious the gifts, beautiful 

and fragrant the flowers, in the variety of their colours so 

gracefully eloquent: beautiful and moving this magnificent 

throb and this magnificent scent of life [...]. Fine words 

were spoken in turn by the Magnificent Rector and the 

representatives of the professors and students. Your gifts are 

beautiful and splendid, and they have truly filled our hearts 

with joy, with the large number of volumes that reap the 

fruits of your studies and labours.”
Pope Pius XI 

13th February  1929

“It is with singular pleasure that we 

greet you, distinguished professors 

and beloved children, who have come 

to this eternal City, mother of law, to 

venerate the Blessed Contardo Ferrini 

[...]. It was therefore very timely for 

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in Milan to promote 

this cause of beatification, because science and faith made 

our Contardo famous, that science which does not stand 

in the way of faith, but of which he made himself a step 

to raise himself higher towards God and the religion of 

his fathers, embracing, as in a synthesis of his life, human 

science and religious science, to finally lean towards another 

supreme science, the science of Christ's charity: "scire etiam 

supereminentem scientiae caritatem Christi"”
Pope Pius XII 

14th April 1947

“Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore! 

The mere utterance of these words, so 

lofty and at the same time so familiar, 

brings to Our mind so many dear people 

and so many happy events in the recent 

history of the Catholics of Italy. […]

We will always thank the Lord for allowing us to live very 

close to the beloved University. In fact, we were present - 

and the joy we feel in recalling it makes it seem like a recent 

event - at the Eucharistic procession, on the occasion of 

the transfer of the campus from Via Sant'Agnese to Piazza 

Sant'Ambrogio. We have always had feelings of friendship 

and deep esteem for the dear Father Gemelli, whose name is 

spontaneously associated with that of Università del Sacro 

Cuore.”
Pope John XXIII

8th March 1959
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“On the threshold of this room, as in a 

ritual, we exchange the lamp: I give to

you the lamp of my faith, of my doctrine 

that will enlighten you. And you give 

me your lamp which will be dear to 

me, which will also be precious to my 

ministry, my study and my teaching: it will teach me the 

science of the word, it will teach me to deepen those arcane 

accents that have come from God and to translate them into 

elements and into the human alphabet. [...] To this University, 

to this magnificent and blessed Institute, I solemnly promise 

here in front of the altar of God that I will give my benevolence, 

my love, my protection, my cooperation, my defence.”
Pope Paul VI 

from the homily delivered by Giovanni Battista Montini as Archbishop of 
Milan on his visit to Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, 18th  January 1955

“Father Gemelli saw Università 

Cattolica as the privileged place where 

it would be possible to merge the past 

and the future, the ancient classical 

culture and the new scientific culture, 

the values of modern culture and the 

eternal message of the Gospel.”
Pope Saint John Paul II

first speech for the centenary of Father Gemelli's birth,
8th December 1978

 

“The University becomes a large educational community 

in which students, lecturers, professors and technical-

administrative staff work together to achieve the same goal, 

namely to provide young students with a holistic education 

worthy of the name. [...] Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore 

today faces a formidable challenge in its dealings with civil 

society, since it is called upon to render its service in the 

midst of different cultures that are intertwining in Italy and in 

many other countries of the world. Being "Catholic" requires 

your University to combine the essential requirements of its 

ecclesial belonging with a friendly openness to any serious 

cultural proposal, in an attitude of critical reflection on the 

present and future of a society that is becoming multi-ethnic 

and multi-religious. [...] Be proud to belong to the 'Catholic 

Church' and strive to live up to the responsibilities that come 

with it. The memory of your tradition demands it, the very 

nature of your institution demands it, the admirable

educational mission entrusted to you.”
Pope Saint John Paul II

speech on the occasion of the meeting 
with Università Cattolica for the Jubilee, 13th April 2000



174

“Università Cattolica is therefore a 

great laboratory where, according to 

the different disciplines, new avenues 

of research are always being developed 

in a stimulating confrontation between 

faith and reason [...]. [...] Moving within 

this horizon of meaning, one discovers the intrinsic unity 

that links the different branches of knowledge: theology, 

philosophy, medicine, economics, every discipline, right up 

to the most specialised technologies, because everything is 

connected. Choosing Università Cattolica means choosing 

this approach which, despite its inevitable historical 

limitations, qualifies the culture of Europe, to the formation 

of which the Universities born ex corde Ecclesiae have made 

a fundamental contribution.”
Pope Benedict XVI

25th November 2005

“With your universal openness (precisely as a universitas), 

you can ensure that Università Cattolica is the place where 

solutions for civil and cultural progress for people and 

mankind, marked by solidarity, are pursued with perseverance 

and professionalism, taking into account what is contingent 

without losing sight of what has a more general value. Old 

and new issues must be studied in their specificity and 

immediacy, but always from a personal and global perspective. 

Interdisciplinarity, international cooperation and the sharing 

of resources are important elements if universality is to be 

translated into solidarity-based and fruitful projects for the 

benefit of mankind, of all people and also of the context in 

which they grow up and live.”
Pope Francis

address to the Rectors of Catholic universities worldwide 
during the meeting «New frontiers for university leaders: the future of 

health and the university ecosystem»,
4th November 2020
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The Holy See's interest in  Università Cattolica
The Holy See took part in the celebrations for the Centenary 

of the Foundation of Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore 

with two events that confirm the closeness of the Catholic 

Church to the University.

Numismatics
The Vatican Mint is celebrating the centenary of the 

founding of Università Cattolica with the extraordinary 

issue of a 10 euro silver coin, on which the artist Gabriella 

Titotto has faithfully reproduced the University's coat of 

arms. The Sacred Heart of Jesus is highlighted above the 

figure of the Alma Mater, who is flanked by two students, 

one intent on writing, the other on reading. The Latin 

inscription reads "Universitas Catholica Sacri Cordis Jesu 

Mediolani", and a reference to the hundred years '1921-

2021' is included to mark the commemoration.

Philately
A stamp, which has a value of 1.10 euro, was designed 

including the distinctive and identity elements of Università 

Cattolica: the Sacred Heart of Jesus; the façade of the ancient 

Bramante monastery of Sant'Ambrogio, which became 

the University's campus in 1932; a book, which represents 

knowledge enlightened by faith; a parchment scroll, the 

symbol of academic studies.

 

The stamp has a postmark reproducing the facade of the 

Monastery of Sant'Ambrogio in Milan, under which there 

are the words "DIE EMISSIONIS" and, around the edge, 

"CENTENARIO DELL'UNIVERSITÀ CATTOLICA DEL S. CUORE", 

"POSTE VATICANE - 08.09.2021."

“The fact that the Holy See has contributed to the centenary 

celebrations with a numismatic issue and with a philatelic 

issue is very significant for us [...] It is a gesture of attention 

and participation.”
The Rector Franco Anelli
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The closeness of Università Cattolica to the 
Church of Milan and the Church of Milan 
as the 'mother' of Università Cattolica
The archbishops of Milan, the diocese that hosts the 

University's central campus, have always had a privileged 

relationship with Università Cattolica.

Cardinals Ferrari and Cardinal Ratti, (later Pope Pius XI), 

actively participated in the founding and start-up phase of 

the University.

Archbishop Giovan Battista Montini, (later Pope Paul VI), 

was a member of the Standing Committee of the Giuseppe 

Toniolo Institute for Higher Education from August 1959 

and was appointed its President in October 1962 until his 

election to Pope on 21st June 1963.

The close relationship between Università Cattolica and 

the Church in Milan is further represented by the conferral 

in 2002 of an honorary degree in Educational Sciences to 

Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini (1978-2002).

It was Cardinal Martini, Archbishop of Milan, who presented 

to Università Cattolica in 1991 the constitution Ex Corde 

Ecclesiae on Catholic universities issued by Pope John Paul II. 

Some intense words from his speech:

“The treasury, the specific endowment of a university is not 

the number of its buildings, the number of its workers, the 

richness of its financial income, the security of the subsidies 

provided to it, nor the number of professors, lecturers and 

students. The real treasure is the intellectual life of its 

professors, lecturers and researchers. The University's mission 

therefore requires the deepening and communication of 

the richness that it experiences as part of society, which it 

expresses and of which it is critical consciousness.”
Archbishop Dionigi Tettamanzi was president of the Toniolo 

Institute from 2003 to 2012.

With the statutory modification of 10th December 2012, 

which came into force on 19th April 2013, the Archbishop 

of Milan is by right the President of the Toniolo Institute. 

Archbishops Angelo Scola and Mario Delpini have held this 

position since 2013.

Mons. Mario Delpini 
Archbishop of Milan
and President of the 
Toniolo Institute for 
Higher Education.
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“The Toniolo Institute, as a founding body of the University, 

is called upon to be a bearer of dynamism and a promoter of 

prospects, reviving the creative impetus that animated first 

Giuseppe Toniolo, then Father Gemelli and Armida Barelli. 

In close harmony with the universal Church and attentive 

to the needs of the local Churches, today the Institution is 

perpetuating the 'dream' of the founders by contributing to 

the 'restitution' of the University to Italian Catholics". The 

University has an important role to play, "because it is and 

wants to be more and more a - humble, selfless and generous 

– service to the Church and, therefore, to Catholics, and 

together to the whole of society'. "The Church can certainly 

count on Università Cattolica as a great institution that 

looks at and interprets the complexity of the contemporary 

world with scientific rigour and cultural openness and, at 

the same time, that sees the specific task of formation and 

education of new generations as  a priority, indeed essential 

and indispensable.”
Cardinal Dionigi Tettamanzi

Speech by the Archbishop of Milan, on the occasion 
of the 90th anniversary of the foundation 

of the Giuseppe Toniolo Institute Higher Education of which he 
was President from 2003 to 2011,

27th October 2010.

 

“The teacher-disciple relationship is irreplaceable. [...] It is a 

question of strongly renewing the awareness of the Catholic 

identity and horizon of the University and its academic and 

educational mission'. We are like dwarfs on the shoulders 

of giants, thanks to whom we are able to see much further 

while, revisiting their noblest reflections contained in the 

texts of the ancients which the distance of time or the 

neglect of men had made us forget, now almost dead we let 

them relive in a substantial novelty.”
Cardinal Angelo Scola

Speech by the Archbishop of Milan, 
a former graduate of the University,

5th March 2013

“If the Italian Church needs a new freshness of thought, it 

is the task of Università Cattolica to offer the Italian Church 

the contribution it needs, the thought it seeks, the skills 

necessary for the mission of serving the Gospel to speak 

the languages of this time, to enter the debate without 

complexes, to take on the questions and concerns of the 

Christian people of today.”
Mons. Mario Delpini,

from the letter of Archbishop Mario Delpini, 
on the occasion of the 97th University Day,

13th April 2020
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Pope Francis and Rector 
Franco Anelli at the eucharistic 
celebrationat the Rome campus 
of Università Cattolica for the
60th anniversary of the Faculty 
of Medicine and Surgery,
5th November 2021.
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The year 
of the health 
emergency
“Despite the ordeals we have all undergone in recent months, I am 

sure that Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in full communion 

with the Italian Church, of which it is an original and creative 

expression, will not fail to make its own contribution to «weave 

with faith, passion and patience the fabric of communities»”
The Rector Franco Anelli      
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The year of the pandemic disrupted university life (and 

beyond) but also contributed to and generated important 

innovations.

YEAR 2020

+84,000
video lessons produced by professors/lecturers

278,998
examinations taken remotely

+6,500
professors/lecturers have benefited from 
online training courses on distance learning

94%
of students attended lessons at a distance

+2,7%
of registrations

The outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic suddenly entered 

everyone's lives. This happened also at Università Cattolica, 

in the middle of the academic year. In March 2020, in 

just a few days, the university transferred remotely all 

the activities traditionally carried out in person, adapting 

promptly to the decisions made by the relevant political 

or health authorities to limit the effects of the spread of 

the virus. For long months, the cloisters, classrooms and 

common areas remained empty. However, teaching and 

research activities did not stop: Università Cattolica, relying 

on already acquired technologies and on the experience of 

some mixed didactic courses, could very quickly adapt the 

online teaching platforms to the new uses, thus allowing 

all students to continue to attend lectures, take exams 

and graduate. More than 45,000 distance learning lessons 

were delivered per semester and a total of 279,000 profit 

exams and over 10,000 final examinations have taken place. 

In addition to guaranteeing the teaching programme, the 

University has set up a special fund to support students and 

families, with an initial budget of one million euros, which 

has been gradually increased by contributions from private 

individuals, including professors, lecturers and administrative 

staff. The fund was named after Father Agostino Gemelli, a 

pioneer of targeted support for the needs of young people 

in difficult times.

Put to the test: 
Università Cattolica 
faces the pandemic
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The EDUCatt Foundation and safety 
The EDUCatt Foundation also had to face up to the 

unprecedented situation created by the Covid-19 pandemic, 

adapting its services to the rules of protection against 

pandemics: the colleges, canteens, book distribution service 

and psychological counselling continued to operate in 

complete safety, thanks to new methods of access to 

technological equipment such as booking apps and careful 

compliance with the rules on access, separation and 

sanitizing.

The response from the Fondazione Policlinico 
Universitario Agostino Gemelli IRCCS
The Fondazione Policlinico Universitario Agostino Gemelli 

IRCCS, together with many other hospitals in the country, 

took action to respond to the health emergency, deploying 

doctors, nurses and all the hospital staff with a great sense 

of responsibility and without wasting resources. In the space 

of a few weeks, it boosted specialist care to ensure maximum 

support for the National Health Service and provide a concrete 

response to the health needs of all citizens. In particular, 

a number of important wards, such as gastroenterology, 

internal medicine and infectious disease wards, have been 

allocated to Covid-19 patients, and intensive care units 

have been upgraded, adding to the Covid-19 Emergency 

Foundation's offering additional ordinary beds for infectious 

diseases and intensive care in the Columbus facility; at its 

peak, the Foundation had more than 400 beds for positive 

and suspected positive patients, with an enormous effort to 

convert its activities. Important changes were made to the 

A&E area in order to reduce the risk of virus spread and to 

optimise its care capacity. In particular, a dedicated pathway 

was set up with a temporary observation and inpatient area 

to support the emergency department and the infectious 

diseases and intensive care units.
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On 6th March, the transformation of the Columbus Hospital, 

a facility managed by the Policlinico Gemelli, into a Regional 

Covid Hospital began, in order to take on patients with, or 

suspected cases of, Covid-19, in order to support the Regional 

Hub - Spallanzani Hospital. Within 10 days, the hospital was 

entirely dedicated to the reception and treatment of patients 

with Covid-19 coronavirus, with 80 single non-intensive 

inpatient beds for infected patients (infectious diseases, 

pneumology and internal medicine) and 59 intensive care 

beds for positive patients.

In addition, to supporting the advancement of scientific 

research as an essential response to the Coronavirus health 

emergency, a specific interdisciplinary research unit was set 

up with the aim of developing innovative research activities 

and scientific collaborations for the study of the Covid-19 

coronavirus.

The Policlinico Gemelli has activated the Marriott chain hotel 

in Via Moscati, not far from the Columbus Covid 2 Hospital, 

with a total of 162 single rooms for post-acute, low-intensity 

care patients, waiting to become free of the viral infection.

Policlinico Gemelli during 
the acute phase of the pandemic 

COLUMBUS COVID 2 HOSPITAL  
NUMBERS IN 2020

3,234
Covid-19 patients treated

763
Covid-19 patients treated in the intensive care unit

417
Covid-19 beds

69
Covid-19 beds in intensive care

over 460
publications on the study of the Covid-19 coronavirus 
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“Yesterday, the University awarded you a degree in Nursing. 

Congratulations are just and deserved, as they are for all 

those who have completed a demanding course of study, 

but the impulse to write to you comes from a very different 

feeling of admiration and gratitude for what you are about 

to do for all of us.

We made you graduate at an accelerated pace, so that you 

could quickly take arms against the virus that is spreading 

through our cities. You will be called upon to carry out an 

arduous, intense and also potentially risky task, but one that 

will be decisive in the care of so many patients, as those 

in charge of the intensive care units who have been under 

pressure for weeks now unanimously acknowledge.

 

There are times when a community, or a whole nation, needs 

someone. Now we need you, the generosity, dedication, 

compassion and spirit of service that led you to choose the 

educational and professional path you took, together with 

the valuable skills you acquired.

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore is proud to have you 

among its graduates and will be with you every day and 

every night of work.”
The Rector Franco Anelli

Letter from the Rector 
to recent graduates in
Nursing during the pandemic
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A century 
of history
ahead of us

 “Those who live in the past cannot be educators.”
 Father Agostino Gemelli, 1939      
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I extend a grateful and respectful greeting to the President 

of the Republic, the distinguished Professor Sergio Mattarella, 

who honours us with his participation in this ceremony 

from the Quirinale Palace; and with him I greet their Most 

Reverend Excellencies, the Distinguished Deans and the Dear 

Vice-Rector, who are present with me in the Aula Magna of 

our University, and all those - Academic, Civil, Military and 

Religious Authorities, colleagues, administrative staff and 

students from the five campuses of the University - who are 

attending the ceremony via the communication channels 

we rely on to share this historic moment in the life of our 

University.

1.

Today marks the opening of the 100th academic year 

of Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore. The unique 

circumstances, which clearly cannot be ignored, force us 

to reflect on the convergence of contingency and historical 

perspective. We are in a deserted classroom, forced to 

protect ourselves, but we have no reason to feel alone, 

because these spaces are filled with the participation and 

affection of all those who follow us from a distance and 

with the intellectual and moral legacy of all those who have 

made this place come alive throughout the history of the 

University.

From our predecessors, who built, stone by stone, thought 

by thought, the great physical and spiritual building of 

Università Cattolica, we have drawn the example, the strength 

of mind and the knowledge to face the reawakening of an 

ancient fear, that of pestilence, which is not only a threat to 

individual health, but an acid that corrodes the structures 

of the community, because it makes the encounter between 

people a hazard. Our university family itself has been 

affected: we have lost professors, lecturers, colleagues and 

friends, and I remember them all with great emotion; but it 

is precisely the ability to think of ourselves as a community, 

despite the emergency, that has sustained us in resisting 

and reacting. I cannot therefore fail to begin this speech by 

turning my thoughts to those who have worked to ensure the 

continuity of our students' learning pathways, deploying new 

tools (distance learning technologies) and age-old virtues: 

sacrifice, perseverance and the ability to adapt. Thank you all, 

Speech by the Rector Prof. Franco 
Anelli at the inauguration of the 
academic year 2020/21 on the 
centenary of the foundation 
of Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore
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professors, lecturers and staff, for what you have done. And 

thanks you particular to you doctors, healthcare professionals 

and staff at the Policlinico Gemelli for the exceptional proof 

of dedication, competence and ability that you have given in 

front of the whole country. Sixty years ago, Father Gemelli 

wrote an article in Vita e Pensiero explaining why Catholics 

felt the need for 'their' medical faculty, inspired by the values 

of faith and care for the person; in recent months the clear 

answer to that question has been reaffirmed. Above all, an 

affectionate thought goes out to you, dear students, who 

with responsibility and determination have continued in 

your commitment to study, but see a shadow of uncertainty 

cast over a season that should be one of promise and hope. 

We feel strongly that it is our task to continue to nurture the 

dreams to which your youth is entitled.

2.

Universities, after all, exist for this purpose, to provide 

young people with a future through knowledge and thus 

ensure the continuity of a civilisation. And they were born 

out of crises, so we should not be afraid of their ability to 

overcome them.

On the contrary, it can be said that universities have already 

come into being in the Western world at least twice, and 

always in contexts of passage: first in the Middle Ages, as 

a result of the great systems of knowledge developed by 

scholastic philosophy, and then at the beginning of the 

19th century, through the Humboldtian structure that gave 

universities the form we know today (and which is probably 

on the threshold of a further metamorphosis).

In both cases, universities accompanied the transition 

between fundamentally different models of thinking, living 

and society. They have been both the fruit and the driving 

force of these processes, places where new things are 

developed that connect with and are nourished by the past, 

in order to interpret it and outline future history.

3.

It was our University's lot to be born at a difficult time, in 

1921, on the eve of a political upheaval of which we are 

aware. But the timing was not random. This university was 

conceived as a response to an unease: that of a Catholic world 

that aspired to have its own institutional representation in 

the cultural and social debate. Above all, it had an original 

voice, so original as to be in some respects antithetical to 

the dominant approach, to the mainstream as we would say 

today, which since then has been moving towards a sectoral 

fragmentation of disciplines that exposed the academy to a 

destiny of incommunicability. The cultural project conceived 

by Father Gemelli can already be found in his 1914 article on 

Medievalism, which, as Mons. Olgiati1 remarked, should be 

read as "a parody of the university method, then commonly 
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followed, to which a very different methodological criterion 

should be opposed, i.e. :  the programmatic line of Università 

Cattolica” […] characterised by “systematic organicity” and 

therefore capable of harmonising specialist knowledge in a 

vision made unitary by a solid and well-defined axiological 

anchorage.

"Science for science's sake, ordered to life" was the method 

that the University received, in the year of its foundation, from 

Achille Ratti, who had not yet ascended the papal seat. A science 

which Gemelli programmatically wanted to be "researched 

without concern, without prejudice, loved and served as such".

Well, to testify to the value of that project, I would like to call 

as a witness the voice of a bureaucratically detached observer, 

the Higher Council of Public Education, which, in approving 

the Articles of Association of Università Cattolica and 

including it among the free universities, wrote "The high level 

of scientific and didactic criteria on which the organisation 

of this university is based, the partly international role that 

seems to be reserved for it, alongside that of national interest, 

and the goodness of some of its innovations, lead us to accept 

without hesitation the request for its establishment". I would 

not know what further aims to add, and how best to describe 

them, when drafting the next University Strategic Plan. You 

could call it modernity and foresight. It is actually about the 

perpetuity of the values of knowledge, culture and the person.

4.

To this scientific and educational programme - 'cultural' 

in a word - Università Cattolica has been faithful over the 

years. It has gone through the twentieth century and all its 

upheavals, faced difficult times and contributed passionately 

to those of growth. It has risen from the rubble of war; it 

has participated in the construction of the conscience of 

republican Italy, with an important presence of its own 

graduates and professors in the Constituent Assembly and 

then in positions of political and institutional responsibility; 

it has experienced the renewal of the Second Vatican Council 

and the transformation of the universities following the 

youth protests; in short, it has accompanied the evolution of 

Italian society, always remaining a witness to its own values, 

firm in its transcendent reference, vigilant guardian of its 

independence.

On the fiftieth anniversary of the University,  Pope  Paul 

VI recalled that Università Cattolica is called upon to fulfil 

its vocation by keeping intact two requirements that are 

inherent to it: on the one hand, seriousness and didactic-

scientific rigour, "failing which it would betray its every duty 

to science, society and the Church; on the other hand, the 

commitment to place its science at the service of the world".

How, then, has this service been fulfilled in its hundred years 

of history?

It is not possible to cover all the dimensions of a complex 
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story in the space of this intervention. A key of interpretation 

must be chosen, and the starting point for this choice is the 

subject of today's ceremony: the opening of the academic 

year. The academic year is the unit of time which orders 

teaching activities, which fixes the cyclical nature of lectures 

and courses, while research flows with continuity, insensitive 

to conventional time thresholds.

This is what this day symbolises: a century of teaching, 

of training young people. One hundred academic years 

represent one hundred classes of new students and one 

hundred classes of new graduates.

5.

The greatest gift that this university can claim to have 

given to Italian society is, even more than the rich scientific 

production and cultural testimony, the people who have 

been educated here. Our more than 300,000 graduates 

since the foundation. They are the witnesses who take the 

intellectual and moral foundations they have learned during 

their years of study into society, work and their families. 

The social value of a university is measured by the quality 

of the people it has educated. And there are many alumni 

from whom this university is honoured to be represented 

in society. This is not a report full of numbers, but I want to 

mention one more now: 68. Many were the young people 

enrolled in the degree programmes in Philosophy and Social 

Sciences in the first year of the University's activity. It is only 

right to remember that they are among the founders of the 

University, as well as Father Gemelli, Armida Barelli, Ludovico 

Necchi, Mons. Francesco Olgiati, Ernesto Lombardo and the 

original mastermind Giuseppe Toniolo. Without those young 

people, without the courageous faith that led them to 'bet' 

their future on a fledgling university, nothing would have 

been possible. And it is, in fact, a founding gesture that is 

renewed every year, when new students decide to entrust 

this university with an important part of their expectations 

for the future. Our 45,000 current students are constantly 

regenerating the very root of this university with their choice 

and presence.

6.

Today, therefore, we are celebrating the symbolic stipulation, 

for the hundredth time, of the educational pact between the 

university and its students.

"Education is the conquest of the unity of the spirit par 

excellence, it is the formation of the personality." This is how 

Father Gemelli put it in his opening speech of the academic 

year 1925/26 and it is a formula that is not only still relevant, 

but necessary and needs to be openly re-proposed. It expresses 

a deeper and more complete understanding of the idea of 

human capital than the current one, which too often reverts 

to a corporatist meaning, understood as an accumulation of 
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skills that can be deployed in economic processes, reducing 

the skills and intelligence of the individual to a factor in 

production. There is a pressing need for a re-evaluation of the 

social, or rather political, function of knowledge in a society 

that seems to disown it more and more rationally, in some 

cases even programmatically. The remedy for degradation 

cannot be 'training' aimed at providing technical skills, but a 

profoundly educational action, capable of spreading culture 

and making it a binding force in social relations, not a lever 

for discrimination. Sensitive to the urgency of the problem, 

Pope Francis has promoted a worldwide educational pact, 

the Global Compact on Education, which does not simply 

allude to the albeit basic need for literacy or professional 

qualifications, but calls for the maturation of a collective 

consciousness capable of building a new humanism and 

a new approach to scientific knowledge (a new episteme, 

in the words of the Holy Father), as the premises for a 

rethinking of social and economic relations and a non-pre-

dating relationship with Creation. Education, in a vision that 

coherently moves from Laudato Si ' to Fratelli Tutti, thus 

becomes the path that can lead to an effective and stable 

response to social injustice and the related environmental 

emergency. In reflecting on the «education of the person», 

its relationship to social development and political action, 

we can rediscover an ancient footprint. In the Convivio, 

when questioning the essence of "nobility", Dante based 

"rank" and social dignity not on birth or wealth, but on 

the prestige acquired through virtue. Individual quality 

thus becomes a dynamic principle, which goes beyond the 

concept of dignitas as an attribute inherited by aristocrats 

and transforms it in a function of humanitas, which lies in 

the power of each individual and is transformed into action 

through intellectual development, spiritual elevation and 

rectitude of conduct. Providing educational opportunities - 

and offering them to all, as this university has always done 

by striving to support underprivileged students - means 

implementing Article 3 of the Constitution in its entirety, 

in both paragraphs; in other words, ensuring "equal social 

dignity" (the dignitas  mentioned earlier resonates here) not 

only in terms of the static rationality of normative treatment, 

but also by fostering the conditions for the participation of 

each individual in social life and for the fulfilment of the duty, 

stated in the following article, to contribute to the 'material 

or spiritual progress of society'.  In the synthesis of these 

principles, we find a project of homo civicus in which the 

seed of Dante's 'nobility' develops. This is the «person» that 

the university institution has the responsibility to «educate», 

acting as a place where the individual's right to pursue his or 

her own intellectual and moral growth is exercised in his or 

her duty to contribute, through the knowledge acquired, to 

the common good.
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7.

If universities are schools of citizenship, insofar as they are 

schools of culture, it must also be said that such citizenship 

is not exclusively national, but European. This university has 

shown international tension since its inception, promoting 

the establishment of the International Federation of Catholic 

Universities in 1924. But the European identity has nothing to 

do with treaties, diplomacy or majority decisions of political 

institutions: it is a fact, an intellectual and moral reality that 

simply cannot be denied, only recognised. Every European 

nation is intrinsically European because it is culturally 

European. We would not have the civil code we have if 

there had not been Roman (and Byzantine, as a matter of 

fact) jurists, French illuminists, and German dogmatists. Our 

literature, philosophy, arts, music, and theatre are perhaps 

not even conceivable as strictly national, because they 

were born of contamination, the circulation of ideas, the 

cosmopolitanism of scholars and artists. Universities have 

made a decisive and evident contribution to this centuries-

old phenomenon. Now they also have the task of reaffirming 

it, of making it understood: knowing our culture means 

recognising its essentially continental dimension. It also 

means understanding the historical context.

8.

The life of Università Cattolica largely coincides with the 

twentieth century. But twentieth-century civilisation really 

does seem to have come to an end. What was thought to 

have happened in 1989 seems to have occurred as a result 

of a sequence of events over the last two decades: the attack 

on the World Trade Centre, the collapse of Lehman Brothers, 

which triggered the great market and sovereign debt crisis, 

and finally, our final guest, the pandemic. These phenomena 

have undermined the security that the end of the Cold War 

had nurtured, at least in developed countries: geopolitical 

security, financial security and health security.

We thought we were safe from wars, that the globalisation 

of the economy would bring us an era of prosperity, that 

advances in medical science would protect us from disease. 

We were wrong, and the great doubt formulated by Marc 

Bloch in his Apology of History2 reappears: «Each time our 

sad societies, in a perpetual crisis of development, begin to 

doubt themselves, they seem to wonder whether they have 

been right to question their past, or whether they have 

questioned it well».

There is also another, more radical - at least on a cultural level 

- question. The current university, which is still a tributary 

of the Humboldtian model, as I said at the beginning, 

is a typically twentieth-century structure, because its 

educational processes reflect the western civilisation of the 

twentieth century: a society based on industry, mechanics 

and chemistry, on the extensive use of labour in the massive 
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production of consumer goods.

Now, however, digital technology has burst onto the scene, 

evolving and changing society at a speed that no other 

technology has done in the past and making it difficult to 

adapt to change. The information revolution is a sea change 

compared to the world of the past industrial revolution and, 

in addition to offering us great opportunities (such as that 

of communicating, as we are doing now, even when personal 

encounters are impossible), it poses new questions that go 

deep. Information re-ontologises reality, determining scenes 

that hardly fit into the categories codified by more than two 

millennia of philosophical and metaphysical reflection. The 

emergence of artificial intelligence has already triggered 

a rethinking of our concepts of autonomy, freedom and 

choice. Even the same idea of the subject.

9.

At the turn of the first century of its life, Università Cattolica, 

like all research and training institutions, is called upon to 

contribute to the development of a new way of thinking, 

which requires not the abandonment, but a redefinition of 

the categories of the past and therefore, above all, a full and 

profound understanding of them. This is Bloch's problem of 

«good questioning» of history: so many phenomena, which 

I have listed above, have surprised us because we have 

been unable or unwilling to grasp their anticipatory signs.

The next century therefore awaits us with tasks that are no 

less arduous than those of the past, because there is always 

a crisis to overcome; because commitment to research is 

an ever more pressing necessity; because teaching is not 

repetition, but a constant effort to adapt educational 

activity to changing needs. And it is precisely on this last 

aspect, on the learning experience of the student, that we 

are ready to develop the most profound innovations. The 

students, who will return to the cloisters as soon as they 

are allowed to, tacitly but clearly assign us a task: to ensure 

that the university, even if it has mastered technology, 

remains in the future a place where people meet and grow 

together. We owe answers to them, and to the young 

people who are now experiencing school at home and who 

will soon be entering the doors of universities. Honouring 

our past does not end with celebrating it or respecting 

traditions: we are asked - and we will - to demonstrate 

the same measure of daring, passion and originality of 

thought that was required to conceive the very idea of this 

University and then to realise it.

In conclusion, I would like to express my gratitude and admiration 

to all the professors, lecturers, staff, Rectors and deans who have 

made Università Cattolica a great institution at the service of 

the country and the Church, which has never failed to provide 

us with its benevolent gaze and guidance. This first century is 

not a thing of the past: it is an eternally active "factory", like an 
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ancient cathedral, which we hand over to all those who will write 

the next pages in the life of the University. We who have come 

this far will be left with the emotion, the wonder and the pride 

of having contributed to the building of the first hundred years: 

it may seem a long time on the scale of human time, but the 

words of the Psalm remind us of the vastness of the horizon of 

the Whole: "For in your sight a thousand years are but a day that 

passes, a watch of the night."

Notes:

1  Francesco Olgiati, L'Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, vol. I,
 Vita e Pensiero, Milan 1955, p. 466.

 2  Marc Bloch, Apologia della storia o Mestiere di storico, 
     preface by Jacques Le Goff, translation by Giuseppe Gouthier, 
 Einaudi, Torino 2009. 

Inauguration of the academic year  
2020-2021, guest the President of 
the Republic Sergio Mattarella.
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As we commemorate with gratitude the gift of this campus 

of Università Cattolica, I would like to share a few thoughts 

about its name. It is dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 

to whom this day, the first Friday of the month, is dedicated. 

Contemplating the Heart of Christ, we can be guided by 

three words: memory, passion and comfort.

I remember. Re-remembering means "returning to the heart, 

returning with the heart." Re-remember. What does the Heart of 

Jesus make us return to? To what he has done for us: the Heart 

of Christ shows us Jesus offering himself: it is the epitome of his 

mercy. Looking at him - as John does in the Gospel (19:31-37) -, 

it is natural to remember his goodness, which is free, it cannot 

be bought or sold, and it is unconditional, it does not depend on 

our works, it is sovereign. And it moves. In today's hurry, in the 

midst of a thousand races and constant worries, we are losing 

the ability to be moved and to feel compassion, because we are 

losing this return to the heart, that is, the memory, the return 

to the heart. Without memory we lose our roots and without 

roots we do not grow. It does us good to nurture the memory 

of those who loved us, cared for us, lifted us up.

 Today I would like to renew my «thank you» for the care 

and affection I have received here. I believe that in this time 

of pandemic it is good for us to remember even the most 

painful periods: not to be sad, but not to forget, and to orient 

our choices in the light of a very recent past.

I ask myself: how does our memory work? Simplifying, 

we could say that we remember someone or something 

when it touches our heart, when it binds us to a particular 

affection or lack of affection. Well, the Heart of Jesus heals 

our memory because it brings it back to the founding 

affection, rooting it on a solid base. It reminds us that, 

whatever happens to us in life, we are loved. Yes, we are 

beloved beings, children whom the Father always loves, 

and in any case, brothers for whom the Heart of Christ 

beats. Every time we scan that Heart, we discover ourselves 

"rooted and grounded in love", as the Apostle Paul said 

in today's first reading (Eph 3:17). Let us cultivate this 

memory, which is strengthened when we are face to face 

with the Lord, especially when we allow ourselves to be 

looked at and loved by Him in adoration. 

Homily by the Holy Father Francis 
60th Anniversary of the inauguration 
of the Faculty of Medicine 
and Surgery at Università Cattolica
del Sacro Cuore
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But we can cultivalte also among ourselves the art of 

remembrance, treasuring the faces we meet. I think of the 

tiring days in the hospital, at university, at work. There is a risk 

that everything will pass without a trace, or that only fatigue 

and tiredness will remain. It does us good in the evening to 

review the faces we have met, the smiles we have received, 

the good words. They are memories of love, and they help 

our memory to find itself: let our memory find itself. How 

important these memories are in hospitals! They can give 

meaning to a sick person's day. A brotherly word, a smile, a 

caress on the face: these are memories that heal the heart. 

Let's not forget the memory therapy: it does so much good!

Passion is the second word. Passion. The first is memory, 

remembering; the second is passion. The Heart of Christ 

is not a pious devotion to feel a little warmth inside, it 

is not a tender image that arouses affection, no, it is not 

that. It is a passionate heart - just read the Gospel - a heart 

wounded with love, torn open for us on the cross. We have 

heard how the Gospel talks about it: "A spear struck his 

side, and immediately there came out blood and water" (Jn 

19:34). Pierced, he gives; dead, he gives us life. The Sacred 

Heart is the icon of the Passion: it shows us God's visceral 

tenderness, his loving passion for us, and at the same time, 

surmounted by the cross and surrounded by thorns, it shows 

us how much suffering our salvation cost.

In tenderness and sorrow, that Heart shows in short what 

the passion of God is. Which is it? The man, us. And what 

is God's style? Closeness, compassion and tenderness. This 

is God's style: closeness, compassion and tenderness. What 

does this suggest? That if we really want to love God, we 

must be passionate about man, about every man, especially 

those who live in the condition in which the Heart of Jesus 

was manifested, that is, pain, abandonment, reject; especially 

in this culture of reject that we live today. When we serve 

those who suffer, we comfort and rejoice in the Heart of 

Christ. One passage in the Gospel is striking. The evangelist 

John, precisely at the moment when he tells of the pierced 

side, from which blood and water flow, gives evidence that 

we believe (cf. v. 35). That is, St John writes that it is at that 

moment that the testimony takes place. Because the torn 

Heart of God is eloquent. He speaks without words, because 

he is pure mercy, love that is wounded and gives life. It is God, 

with closeness, passion and tenderness. How many words 

we say about God without showing love! But love speaks 

for itself, it does not speak of itself. Let us ask for the grace 

to become passionate about the suffering man, to become 

passionate about service, so that the Church, before having 

words to say, may keep a heart that beats with love. Before 

speaking, let him learn to guard his heart in love. The third 

word is comfort. The first was memory, the second passion, 

the third comfort. It indicates a force that does not come to 



197

us, but from those who are with us: from there comes strength. 

Jesus, the God-with-us, gives us this strength, his Heart gives 

courage in adversity.  So many uncertainties frighten us: in 

this time of pandemic, we have discovered ourselves smaller, 

more fragile. In spite of so many wonderful advances, this can 

also be seen in the medical field: so many rare and unknown 

diseases! When I meet people in audience – especially small 

children – and I ask: «Is he ill?» – they reply – “A rare disease.”  

There are so many of them today! How hard it is to keep up 

with illnesses, treatment facilities and health care that is really 

what it should be, for everyone. We might get discouraged. For 

this we need comfort - the third word.

The Heart of Jesus beats for us, always giving rhythm to 

those words: "Courage, courage, do not be afraid, I am here!" 

Courage sister, courage brother, don't lose heart, the Lord 

your God is greater than your ills, he takes you by the hand 

and caresses you, he is close to you, he is compassionate, 

he is tender. He is your comfort. If we look at reality from 

the greatness of his Heart, the perspective changes, our 

knowledge of life changes because, as St Paul reminded us, 

we know "the love Christ which surpasses all knowledge" 

(Eph 3:19). Let us encourage ourselves with this certainty, 

with God's comfort. And let us ask the Sacred Heart for the 

grace to be able to console in our turn. It is a grace to be 

asked for, as we courageously commit ourselves to open up, 

help each other, carry each other's burdens.  This also applies 

to the future of healthcare, in particular to the "Catholic" 

healthcare: sharing, supporting each other, moving forward 

together.

May Jesus open the hearts of those who care for the sick to 

cooperation and cohesion. To your Heart, Lord, we entrust 

our vocation to care: make every person who comes to us in 

need feel dear. Amen.

Policlinico "Agostino Gemelli"
5th November 2021.
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Methodological note
This Centenary Report has been drawn up on the occasion of the 

Centenary of Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore and refers to the 

entire life of the University, from 1921 to the present day, with the 

intention of presenting the distinctive identity of the institution 

and the main cultural, social and economic impact produced in its 

hundred years of activity.

To this end, reference has been made to the best national and 

international standards and in particular to the guidelines for 

the social report of third sector entities issued in 2020 and to the 

consolidated set of guidelines published by the Global Reporting 

Initiative (GRI), insofar as they are compatible and functional to 

this purpose.

This is a project directly desired by the Rector Franco Anelli, 

whom we thank for proposing it, and which has seen the active 

involvement of the Rector's Delegate for Communication, 

Professor Fausto Colombo, the General Manager, Dr Paolo 

Nusiner, and all the departments and organisational functions 

- in particular the Rectorate Secretariat, the Communication 

Management, the General Archive for the History of Università 

Cattolica del Sacro Cuore - and the offices of Università Cattolica

We would like to thank everyone for their participation in this 

important project.

Prof. Marco Grumo
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Andrea Musso
Andrea Musso, an architect from Genoa, is a watercolourist and 

graphic designer.

For years he has been involved in giving shape and colour to 

everything related to the world of books and reading.

A long-standing partner of the Vita e Pensiero publishing house, he 

designed the graphics for this volume, which covers the 100 years 

of Università Cattolica, and created the watercolours and small 

illustrations that define the twelve chapters.

The technique used for the full-page textures is 'wet-on-wet' 

watercolours, in which the colours merge in a play that is as 

controlled as it is unexpected, depending on the shades used and 

the amount of water.

The small illustrations are watercolours in outlined fields with 

black ink.







   
 

   
     

copertina stesa 1511A.qxp_Layout 1  23/11/21  19:26  Pagina 1

«My dear friends, I have come«My dear friends, I have come
here to enrol in Università Cattolica.here to enrol in Università Cattolica.

They have welcomed me and let They have welcomed me and let 
me speak but they did not accept me speak but they did not accept 

me as a student.me as a student.
The privilege of being students of The privilege of being students of 

this University remains yoursthis University remains yours
and I extend my heartfelt and I extend my heartfelt 
congratulations to you.»congratulations to you.»

Pope St. John Paul II on his visit to Pope St. John Paul II on his visit to 

Università Cattolica del Sacro CuoreUniversità Cattolica del Sacro Cuore

 22 22ndnd May, 1983 May, 1983


