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In his first inaugural speech, Father Agostino Gemelli indicated that the main aim of the new University was to “contribute to the progress of science”, as a place where
“professors and students should form a cenacle both to carry out scientific research without any concern whatsoever and to train young people in the same research”1.
Five decades later, in the 1970s, a decade marked by profound ideological and social contrasts, but at the same time by an already marked acceleration in technological
development and the consumer economy, Giuseppe Lazzati confirmed this priority, noting that the more “society develops” and shows “enormous problems to be
solved”, the more “scientific research that addresses the root of the dimension and the difficulties of the solution” is needed and that, therefore, “it cannot be only that
of the individual specialist who pursues the paths of isolated specialisations, but...research which, with all the guarantees of the scientific method, undertakes to tackle
the problem from every point of view in order to see it in its globality and unitary convergence.”2
Recalling these teachings, the Annual Report 2020 devotes special attention to the University’s commitment to scientific research, with the explicit intention of
bringing out, also through the link that structurally unites it to teaching and ‘third mission’ activities, the peculiarities with which research is declined in the specific
experience of Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore.
At a time when the importance of scientific research as a lever for development is increasingly being touted, its freedom of action is under increasing threat. It is a threat
subtly made, not by means of bans or censorship, but through the criteria for allocating resources, which reward certain areas, methods and research objectives to the
detriment of others, and thus operate a selection process that directs, orients, and at times constricts or even mortifies the scholars’ projects, and nips in the bud the
bold curiosity that leads them to explore even paths that may initially appear dead-end (but which have often led to epoch-making discoveries in the history of science).
Paths of investigation which are therefore closer to processes of technological evolution than to scientific speculation.
All of this leads to a preference, in the elaboration of research projects, for paths of investigation that appear - with reasonable certainty - more promising in terms of
achieving a result of immediate practical application.
In such a context, our University remains faithful to its original mission, employing the forces and means at its disposal to contribute to the promotion of science as a
means of searching for a truth whose protagonist is the person, as a subject who investigates in order to improve himself/herself and, through knowledge sharing, others.
For this reason, I am particularly pleased to present the Annual Report 2020, which offers our institutional partners, and ourselves, a concise but complete and up-todate view of the University’s research activities, as well as of its educational commitment and its contribution to improving the society in which we live.
The Rector

Franco Anelli
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1

A. Gemelli, Relazione sull’andamento degli studi nel primo a.a. 1921-1922, 7 december 1921, in Storia dell’Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Vol. I, p. 15.

2

G. Lazzati, Università Cattolica: comunità di fede in ricerca, in “Vita e Pensiero”, n. 6/1973, p. 146 (882).
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A university of value
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78.8% of students graduate
within the normal degree programme duration for the 2018-2019
academic year.
This figure is higher than both the overall percentage for other universities
in northern Italy (60.62%) and the national percentage (53.7%)

28.9 million euros in one year
to secure exemptions and other economic benefits.

First place in Italy, 58th in the world
(indicator: Employer-Student Connections)			

for the active presence of companies on university campuses capable
of creating networks with students and offering job opportunities.

800 research proposals

(developed and presented in the five-year period 2014-2019)
Almost 140 have been financed by international bodies
for a total value of more than €300 million.

84% of graduate degree programme graduates
find a job within 1 year (1 in 2 within 3 months).
2019 graduate employment survey one year after graduation.

An investment in the future:
the employment time of graduates
Undergraduate degree programmes

Graduate degree programmes

7 out of 10

8 out of 10

find a job within 12 months
2019 graduate employment survey one year after graduation
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find a job within 12 months

One day of lessons
and exams in Cattolica

»
800
»
400
»
7,000
»
2,500

hours of teaching

university professors/lecturers involved

exam calls

The numbers refer to all the University campuses
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students examined

People at the service
of the University

1,293
4,264
256
1,172
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professors/
lecturers

700
593

visiting professors

research fellows

technical and administrative staff

full and associate professors

researchers
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Identity
and mission

Identity and mission >

«For all of us, the commitment to turn the celebration of
the past into a welcome to the future entails facing up
to the challenges of this time, convincing ourselves that
in every sphere the common good is preferable to the
maximum profit of one party, the wisdom of sobriety is
in the long term more productive than exploitation, the
fascinating novelties of technology to be well managed
must draw on the wisdom of the ages.
Researchers, professors, lecturers, staff in every office,
and students are called upon not only to make it
possible to achieve academic qualifications that are
promising for a professional career, but to share a
thought that interprets life as a vocation, competence
«Università Cattolica is an academic community that contributes to the development of studies,
scientific research and the preparation of young people for research, teaching, public and private
offices and free professions. Università Cattolica fulfils these tasks through appropriate higher education
and training based on Christian principles, respecting the autonomy of all forms of knowledge, and according
to a conception of science placed at the service of the human person and civil coexistence, in accordance
with the principles of the Catholic doctrine and consistent with the universal nature of Catholicism and its high
and specific demands for freedom»
From Article 1 of the Articles of Association
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as responsibility, power as service, the future as time
of mission, the final outcome as a desirable promised
land that deserves to be hoped for.»
Message on the occasion
of the 96th Catholic University Day
Italian Catholic, what do you think?

Monsignor Mario Delpini
Archbishop of Milan
President of the Toniolo Institute

Identity and mission >

Three areas
of intervention
There is no universitas without a circular
relationship among research, education
and knowledge transfer.
For

this

reason,

Università

Cattolica,

faithful to the legacy of its founders,
interprets its role as a “comprehensive
university”,

profitably

combining

Scientific
research

scientific research, higher education
and third mission activities, with the aim
of contributing directly to the moral and
material progress of society.

University
and society
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Training
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At the top
in Italy and
in the world

Relationship with companies
In the QS Graduate Employability Ranking 2020 Università Cattolica is ranked among the top 5 in Italy and in the top 150 worldwide.

Top 5
in Italy

Top 150
in the world

Recognised quality
Università Cattolica is in the top 101-150 universities in the world out of a total of 26 thousand universities in seven subject areas out
of the 51 analysed by the QS World University Ranking by Subject 2021: Communication & Media Studies, which makes its debut
this year, the second university in Italy; Philosophy and Nursing, which rise in the rankings; Modern Languages, Medicine (third university
in Italy); Psychology and Law, which confirm their position, again in the 101-150 merit band.
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The networks of Università Cattolica
FIUC (International Federation
of Catholic Universities)
Università Cattolica is also part of the FIUC network (International
Federation of Catholic Universities), founded in 1924 on the
initiative of Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore itself and the
Catholic University of Nijmegen (Netherlands), with the aim of
creating a Federation of Catholic Universities to share specific
aspects linked to the identity of Catholic institutions.
Today the network has more than 220 members worldwide
with the role of:

• Promoting a common reflection on the mission of Catholic universities
• Developing cooperation between network members in the field of research
• Exchanging good practices and expertise among Federation members
• Representing Catholic higher education in international organisations
• Contributing to the development of Catholic universities and their specific identity

The FIUC network
• Réseau Européen Des Institutes de la Famille (REDIF)
- European Network of Family Institutes (REDIF), was
set up in 1997 with the aim of promoting the development
of university teaching in family-related disciplines and
encouraging research and publication of research results
and proceedings of scientific seminars. Università Cattolica
is the treasurer of REDIF.
In 2019, the international conference “VÍNCULO Y ECOLOGÍA
HUMANA en el trabajo con familias” was promoted.

• Food And Human Dignity Network, launched in 2018
with the aim of identifying the best practices developed
by researchers from both large and small universities to
promote a working method based on transdisciplinarity
and the sharing of scientific knowledge, to reduce the gap
between universities in the North and the South, to develop
proposals and projects to be presented to supranational
institutions, the civil society and the academic world.
In 2019, two projects were planned to be implemented in
Africa and South America.
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SACRU - Strategic Alliance
of Catholic Research Universities
SACRU is an international network of eight Catholic universities characterised by intensive research and outstanding university education:

SACRU

STRATEGIC ALLIANCE OF CATHOLIC RESEARCH UNIVERSITIES

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Australian Catholic University (Australia)
Boston College (Usa)
Pontificia STRATEGIC
Universidad
Católica (Puc) de Chile (Chile)
ALLIANCE OF
CATHOLIC RESEARCH UNIVERSITIES
Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro (Brazil)
Sophia University (Japan)
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore (Italy)
Universidade Católica Portuguesa (Portugal)
Universitat Ramon Llull (Spain)

SACRU

Identity and mission >

For the three-year period 2020/21-2022/23 the SACRU
Secretariat has been assigned to Università Cattolica del Sacro
Cuore.
The mission of SACRU is to strengthen collaboration at global
level among the member universities of the network and to
establish forms of cooperation with external stakeholders on
common themes.
At the education level, joint and double degree programmes,
student and professor/lecturer exchanges, including in the
form of virtual mobility, are encouraged. The research activity
is focused on frontier topics with a strong impact on society,
according to a transdisciplinary approach and an orientation
towards building the common good.
Currently, SACRU’s activities revolve around three main areas,
in the form of international working groups:

• Working Group 1. COVID-19: Responding through Research
and Teaching to a Vulnerable World

• Working Group 2 Catholic Identity and Laudato si’: The
Common Home and Social Justice

• Working Group 3: Internationalization and the inter-university
digital campus

E4Impact
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, through Altis - Alta Scuola
Impresa e Società (Graduate School of Business and Society),
has set up a network of universities in Africa with the aim of
providing them, through the E4Impact Foundation, with graduate
programmes in Business Administration, accompanying the
birth of start-ups and the growth of their own business, in line
with the United Nations 2030 Sustainable Goals.
Currently, the number of students trained by Cattolica’s
professors/lecturers and its African partner universities,
including those of the current year, is around 800, in various
African countries such as Kenya, Ghana, Sierra Leone, Uganda,
Ivory Coast, Senegal, Ethiopia, Sudan, Gabon, Rwanda and
Zimbabwe.
The innovative hypothesis is based on the ability to engage
young Africans through training and research activities aimed
at developing entrepreneurship in economically disadvantaged
and high risk brain-drain areas of the world.
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The university
centres
Università Cattolica has four University
structures

to

design,

implement

research,

intervention

projects

develop

and

training

and

on

issues

of

particular strategic importance for the
Church and society.

University Centre for Social Doctrine
of the Church

University Centre for Family Studies
and Research

It deepens and promotes research and training activities, enhancing

The Centre is a founding member of Redif (Réseau Européen des

the articulated disciplinary skills present in the various campuses

Institutes de la Famille) and ESFR (European Society on Family

of Università Cattolica in the light of the social teaching of the

Relations). It is a place where multidisciplinary expertise, mainly from

Church, so as to gain concrete experience of the transdisciplinary

the fields of psychology and sociology, interacts with demography,

work necessary to address the complex social and anthropological

economics, philosophy, pedagogy and law.

issues of our time.

In addition to publishing publications on the subject, the Centre also

In 2019, the project for the Dictionary of the Social Doctrine of the

carries out intensive training for professionals working with and for

Church. The new things of the 21 century was launched.

families at national and international level.

st

In 2019, the study and research activity continued on the most critical

University Centre for Bioethics
and Life Sciences
It carries out scientific research and postgraduate training,

family transitions, such as the birth of the first child, the development
of autonomy during adolescence, prolonged youth, and old age.

technology and the medical and biological sciences as well as issues

University Centre for International
Solidarity

of philosophical anthropology, medical ethics and the philosophy of

It promotes and coordinates international cooperation projects in

medicine and health.

a variety of cultural and geographical contexts, where it strives to

In 2019, the Centre’s work on the theme of Disability - managers

disseminate the culture and practice of solidarity by exploiting the

and the world of work continued.

University’s wealth of knowledge and expertise.

investigating the ethical issues raised by the development of

In 2019, CeSI strengthened its presence in Africa by securing funding
from the Italian Agency for International Development Cooperation
for a project in Uganda.
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A university
open
to everyone

54.5%
students with a family income bracket up to 60,000 euros per year

45.5%

Università Cattolica welcomes students
from all income brackets.

students whose family income bracket exceeds 60,000 euros
per year

The average annual investment for
families (taking into account the benefits
provided) is € 5,900.

Overall, the economic commitment supported by Università
Cattolica and EDUCatt amounted to 28.9 million euros,
including total exemptions, facilities and interventions, and an

3,566
students exempt from paying
university tuition fees

4,256
students who have had access to other forms
of economic benefit

additional 8.7 million euros in regional contributions.

1,388
students with disabilities or specific learning
disorders who have benefited from specific
and personalised services
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Scholarship for students in need
and for deserving students

2 million euro

The scholarships provided for recipient students for the
2019-2020 academic year - i.e. students covered from the

Extraordinary measure launched for the a.y. 2019-2020

regional contribution plus those covered by the University’s

by Università Cattolica and EDUCatt, to cover with their own

own resources - are therefore, for the four campuses of the

funds 19% of the economic needs necessary for the right to study

University, 3,302, for a total of approximately 12,000,000

not guaranteed by public funds in order to sustain the education

euro, broken down as follows (recalculated forecast amounts

of all suitable students not holding a scholarship.

adjusted on a percentage of requirements):

12.5 million euro

Campus

Number of students

contribution per campus

447

1,506,357.50

2,003

7,155,367.50

PIACENZA-CREMONA

294

1,073,420.50

ROME

458

1,822,189.00

Total

3,302

12,075,732.50

BRESCIA

invested since 2011 to cover every year all students
who were eligible but could not benefit from the scholarship

MILAN

due to lack of public funds.

Projection of total no. of eligible applicants

3,303

Recipients

2,576

Eligible non-recipients

727
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Governance
and organisation

Governance and organisation >

Rector
Franco Anelli, Full Professor of Private Law

Academic Senate
The Academic Senate is a collegial body composed of the Rector,
who presides over it, and the Faculty Deans. The Senate deliberates
on matters concerning teaching and scientific issues of general
interest to the University.
As of 1 November 2020
Prof. Franco Anelli -

Rector

Prof. Stefano Solimano -

Faculty of Law

Prof. Antonella Occhino Prof. Angelo Bianchi -

Deputy Pro-rector
Antonella Sciarrone Alibrandi

- Full professor of Economic Law

Faculty of Economics

Faculty of Arts and Philosophy

Prof. Domenico Simeone Prof. Marco Trevisan -

Faculty of Education

Faculty of Agriculture, Food and Environmental Sciences

Prof. Rocco Domenico Alfonso Bellantone Prof. Maurizio Paolini Prof. Elena Beccalli -

Faculty of Mathematical, Physical and Natural Sciences

School of Banking, Finance and Insurance Sciences

Prof. Giovanni Gobber -

Faculty of Liguistic Sciences and Foreign Literatures

Prof. Alessandro Antonietti -

Faculty of Psychology

Prof. Guido Stefano Merzoni Prof. Anna Maria Fellegara -
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“A. Gemelli” Faculty of Medicine and Surgery

Faculty of Political and Social Sciences

Faculty of Economics and Law

Governance and organisation >

Board of Directors
The Board of Directors of Università Cattolica
del Sacro Cuore has power regarding
straordinary and extraordinary governance
of the University.

Rector

Prof. Franco Anelli
Members appointed by the non-profit organisation Giuseppe Toniolo Institute
for Higher Education

Alessandro Azzi, lawyer
Prof. Paola Bignardi
Dr. Giuseppe Fontana
Carlo Fratta Pasini, lawyer
Monsignor Claudio Giuliodori
Prof. Cesare Mirabelli
Dr. Giovanni Raimondi
Prof. Eugenia Scabini
Prof. Ignazia Siviglia
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Representative of the Holy See

Monsignor Gianni Ambrosio
Representative of the Italian
Bishops’ Conference

Monsignor Stefano Russo
Governance Representative

Dr. Guido Carpani

Representative of Azione Cattolica Italiana

Prof. Matteo Truffelli
Members elected by full and associate
professors from full and associate
professors of the University campuses

Prof. Roberto Bernabei
Prof. Alfredo Marzocchi
Prof. Marco Ercole Oriani
Administrive Director, with consultive
vote and as secretary

Dr. Paolo Nusiner

Governance and organisation >

Auditors
Dr. Giuseppe Bernoni Dr. Massimo Porfiri -

President

active member

Dr. Barbara Zanardi -

active member

Dr. Paolo Buzzonetti -

deputy member

Prof. Guido Paolucci -

deputy member

University Council

Supervisory Board

The University Council was set up to promote

The Supervisory Board is endowed with auto-

the participation of the components of the uni-

nomous powers of initiative and control, and

versity community in the formation of guideli-

has the task of supervising the functioning, ef-

nes and choices of general interest to the Uni-

fectiveness, adequacy and compliance of the

versity. It is made up of the Rector, who chairs

University’s Organisation, Management and

it, and the General Ecclesiastical Assistant, as

Control Model.

well as 56 other members representing the
various components of the University: full and
associate professors, university researchers, technical-administrative and healthcare staff, stu-

President

Prof. Alberto Giussani
Members appointed by the Board of Directors

dent representatives.

Prof. Eugenio Anessi Pessina
Prof. Matteo Pasquale Caputo
Dr. Franco Massi
Prof. Giovanni Schiavone
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Rector
The Rector is responsible for the following
functions:
Rector’s General Secretariat,
institutional projects and alumni

Ilenia Pagani
Activities of central government bodies*

Romolo De Angelis
Support to Commission for University
Quality Assessment*

Gerardo Ferrari

The following structures report to the General Management:

Campus Administration

Area Directorates

Staff functions

Campus Administration Milan

International Development Area

Purchasing

Mario Gatti
to whom pertains the function:
Technical Logistics

*with functional reporting to the General Management

Luciano Ratti
Campus Administration Brescia

Giovanni Panzeri
Campus Administration Piacenza-Cremona

Mauro Balordi
Campus Administration Rome

General Management
General Manager

Paolo Nusiner
Deputy General Manager

Alessandro Tuzzi
to whom pertains the function:
Organisational System, Innovation and Special Projectsi

Ilaria Iannaccone

Lorenzo Cecchi

Edilio Mazzoleni
Research and Development Area

Mario Gatti
to which pertain the functions of:
Postgraduate training & Research partnership

Roberto Brambilla
Research

Guido Castelli
Internship and Placement

Mauro Balordi
Organisation and didactic development area

Alessandro Tuzzi
to which pertain the functions of:
Career management and student services

Gabriele Montoli
Academic offer, promotion,
orientation and tutoring

Michele Faldi

Giovanni Panzeri
Compliance

Fabrizio Vicentini
Communication

Daniele Bellasio
Accounting, Finance and Management Control

Marcello Dall’Aglio
Conventions, Contracts and Legal Area

Bartolomeo Gisotti
Relations with cultural and territorial
institutions Università Cattolica
and Toniolo Institute

Ernesto Preziosi
Human Resource

Marzia Benelli
Internal Control and Auditing System*

Matteo Burgazzoli
*with functional reporting to the Rector

Information Systems

Giuliano Pozza
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Pastoral Centre
The Pastoral Centre, coordinated by the General Ecclesiastical Assistant, works alongside the traditional
academic structures to accompany students, professors, lecturers and technical-administrative staff on
a path of pastoral formation and spiritual growth.
In particular, the Centre, in its various locations, takes care of the celebration of the liturgy and charitable
work, supports voluntary activities, educates on the mission as a moment of study and commitment,
and promotes the synthesis between culture and Christian faith, in the light of the Word of God.
The Pastoral Centre also cooperates with ecclesial associations and movements, prayer and voluntary
groups, in a common commitment to formation, witness and evangelisation of culture.

General
Ecclesiastical Assistant
Monsignor Claudio Giuliodori

University Pastoral Council
A pastoral structure with a consultative nature, it is a qualified body of ecclesial co-responsibility for the
proper implementation of the aims of the university pastoral work.
Its members include representatives of the various components of the university and are a significant
expression of the communitas studentium et docentium.
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Teaching
and Training

Teaching and Training >

Students
In recent years, the number of enrolled
students has seen a steady growth to

41,000 students enrolled
in degree programmes

41,398 as of 31 May 2020, an increase
of 4% compared to 31 May 2019.

Academic Year

2019-2020

Undergraduate and integrated
degree programmes

Graduate degree
programmes

Old-organisation
degree programmes
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31,582

students

9,617

students

199

students

Teaching and Training >

A national
dimension university
Number of students enrolled in the first year of undergraduate,
integrated and graduate degree programmes

9,463
Università Cattolica
Milan

at the five campuses of Università Cattolica

1,475
Università Cattolica
Brescia

The origin of first year students
First year students from Lombardy

First year students from other regions and abroad

1,101
Università Cattolica Piacenza

58%
42%

140
Università Cattolica Cremona

1,442
Università Cattolica
Rome
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A world of
opportunities

2,854

students of Università Cattolica

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT
PROPOSALS
Università Cattolica offers its students
a

wide

range

of

opportunities

to

study, work or volunteer abroad and is
significantly expanding its educational
offer for students from all over the world.

participated in outgoing study and work
programmes at foreign universities

1,877

international students
have participated in incoming programmes
at Università Cattolica

2,395

international students
enrolled on degree
programmes
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Outgoing students 2019-2020
Programme typologies
Semester abroad

In presence

Mixed

517

260

Online

Incoming students 2019-2020
Total

Programme typologies

777

Direct enroll semestre -

Free mover

966
628

Summer programs

99

99

Exchange semestre

Language courses abroad

43

43

Double Degree

46

36

370

Short-term

194

Internships abroad
Volunteering

282

52

2

2

Confucius

0

Double Degree

120

Other programmes

62

Total

863
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432

9

129

2

64

189

1,484

- Erasmus, Overseas

- Summer, Winter

Other programmes

- Erasmus Mundus; Master Erasmus;

Customized Programs

43

Undregraduate and Graduate Degree

2,395

Total

4,272

Placement
and support to
enter the world

» 12,560

internship and job dvertisements
for students published in one year
on the dedicated platform

» 9,000

students and graduates have benefited
of Jobiri, the online (web, app and
mobile) career support application

» 25,000

students participating in activities
of career counselling

» 15,000

students and graduates participated
in the 4 career days at the campuses
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Teaching and Training >

Serving students and graduates
Università Cattolica’s attention to its students is not limited

• Career Day (day of interviews, orientation, meeting

• Field project, business game, business competition

to their scientific and human training, but also focuses on

with recruiters and company managers

• Meetings with managers and recruitment specialists

accompanying them towards their professional future.

and presentation of one’s application and their

• Orientation courses on CV writing,

curriculum vitae at the University campuses)

• Presentation of professional figures and company

Through the integrated system of the Internship & Placement

• Company presentations

Service, the University constantly works to combine the needs

• Recruiting days, recruitment and selection days

of labour supply and demand, providing innovative

• Individual and group consultancy under the category

• Selection workshops

students and young graduates, as well as useful tools

• Managers’ experiences and business cases

The Service collaborates, through

functions
• Workshops and counselling for active job research

at the University

solutions that facilitate the meeting between companies,
for active job search.

research strategies and job interviewing

of “Training Point”

during lessons

internships, curricular placements and through its online portal,
with the business system, contributing to the increase of the
work culture in young university students and especially to the
development and growth of their talents.

On the five campuses of the University in 2019,

477 events with companies were organised
to which 25,000 students participated
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore Annual Report 2020

The Career Day in Milan, Piacenza, Brescia
and Rome was attended by more than
students and graduates

15,000

Teaching and Training >

Our graduates

Graduates in one year

A VALUE FOR THE SOCIAL, ECONOMIC

a.y. 2018/2019

Graduates by faculty

AND INSTITUTIONAL SYSTEM

2,687

6,626

Undergraduate

Graduate
degree
programme

636

Economics and Law

344

Law

1,033

3,884

Arts and Philosophy

965

Medicine and Surgery

708
256

Psychology
Agriculture, Food and Environmental Sciences

Numero studenti laureati a.a. 2019-2020

499
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Economics

Banking, Finance and Insurance Sciences

1,120

Education

1,292

Liguistic Sciences and Foreign Literatures

56

Mathematical, Physical and Natural Sciences

914

Political and Social Sciences
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UCSC Alumni

Alumni are the most stable and lasting expression of the university community: they possess and disseminate a wealth of human, cultural and professional experience of inestimable value for the whole society.
Through their testimonies they contribute to building the reputation of our University, both in Italy and abroad. The University looks back with pride on the people who attended
it, just as many of them are proud to have been educated in its classrooms. Hence the desire of many of our graduates to reconnect or strengthen their ties with their university.
It is not only the pleasure of meeting fellow students, but above all the desire to be part of a community that offers new knowledge and introduces high-profile human and
professional relationships. Networking and intergenerational exchange, all-round training and a constant presence in the area are the fundamental objectives of Alumni UCSC.
The Alumni community of Università Cattolica is now a consolidated and recognised reality by all the various associations and groups of graduates of the Università Cattolica, from
the “Ludovico Necchi” association, the oldest one and open to all alumni, to the associations of former students and the thematic associations of the Graduate Schools. Proof of
this are the numerous events organised in collaboration and the MyAlumni portal, the online reserved area that offers services and information dedicated to members. During
2019, ties with Alumni Abroad were tightened through various activities and initiatives proposed by the UCSC International Alumni Committees in the cities of Brussels, London,
Shanghai and Singapore.
Moreover, following the institutional trip to New York, Washington,
Boston and Philadelphia, the foundations were laid for the establishment of the UCSC Alumni International Committee - USA.
The aim is to enhance the experiences of Alumni abroad, favouring
exchange with the professional world of the reference territory, and
to promote cultural and social activities linked to Università Cattolica.
A large network of people, present at national and international level,
who intertwine their personal and professional stories with the century-old story of the university that formed them.

alumni.unicatt.it 		
#alumniunicatt
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The academic
offer

Our faculties
• Economics Milan and Rome
• Economics and Law Piacenza and Cremona
• Law Milan
• Arts and philosophy Milan and Brescia
• Medicine and Surgery Rome
• Psychology Milan and Brescia
• Agriculture, Food and Enviromental Sciences Piacenza and Cremona
• Banking, Finance and Insurance Sciences Milan and Brescia
• Education Milan, Brescia and Piacenza
• Linguistic Sciences and Foreign Literatures Milan and Brescia
• Mathematical, Physichal and Natural Sciences Brescia
• Political and Social Sciences Milan and Brescia
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Degree programmes

Theology courses

The undergraduate, integrated and graduate courses offered
in the 2019-2020 academic year by Università Cattolica

98

Theology courses are a special feature of Università Cattolica. They aim to offer
a motivated, reasoned and organic knowledge of the contents of the Revelation
and Christian life, so as to achieve a more complete education of students in the
understanding of the Catholic faith. The curricular study plan for the degree
programmes provides for participation in three semester courses in the undergaduate
programme and one seminar in the graduate or integrated programmes. Passing
the Theology courses is part of the student’s curriculum.

programmes

2019-2020

Academic Year

Undegraduate
degree

7

Integrated
degree

programmes

Graduate
degree

programmes
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48

43

programmes

Board of Theology Professors/Lecturers
Chaired by the Rector and coordinated by the General Ecclesiastical Assistant, it
is made up of all the Theology professors/lecturers working at Università Cattolica
and has the twofold task of optimising the didactic offer of the discipline and
encouraging a lively comparison between Theology and the other knowledge
cultivated within the University. This institution operates on the basis of the
Apostolic Constitution Ex corde Ecclesiae, number 19 of which explains the role of
theology in the context of a Catholic university.

Teaching and Training >

Degree programmes
in English
Undergraduate
•
•
•
•

Economics and management Milan
Food Production Management Piacenza
International management Piacenza
International relations and global affairs Milan

53%

international students

enrolled in undergraduate and integrated degree programmes
and university specialising master’s in English.

Integrated degree programmes
• Medicine and Surgery Rome
Graduate degree
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Banking and finance Milan
Statistical and actuarial sciences Milan
Innovation and technology management Milan
Management Milan
Global business management Piacenza
Agricultural and food economics Cremona
Economics Milan
Methods and topics in arts management Milan
Healthcare management Rome
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19

Double Degree courses

study experiences leading to two university degrees, one of which international.
The countries involved are Germany, Spain, Great Britain, France, the Netherlands,
the Czech Republic, the United States, Mexico and China.
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Service Learning
Project

Technology applied
to teaching

In 2019 the pilot project of Service Learning continued at the

Università Cattolica continuously updates its teaching technologies to the

Brescia campus. Service Learning is proposed as an approach

most recent digital innovations, without renouncing its traditional educational

through which students learn and grow through active participation

project that places the educational relationship between professor/lecturer

in a service that aims to meet the needs of the local community,

and student at the centre. There are 2 active degree programmes in

coordinated by educational institutions with the community and

blended mode, with an original fusion of face-to-face teaching and the use

aimed at promoting civic responsibility.

of digital technologies.

In 2019, 109 students participated in the project and were
involved in six initiatives: an Italian course for immigrant women,
mothers of Brescia school pupils; maths and physics in play; theatre

Moreover, the academic offer of the University includes:

among the clouds: an integrated theatre project; Caritas camp in

13
26,564
4,197
9,678

Ventimiglia; Service Learning in Athens; Village for the Earth.
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active MOOC
(Massive Open Online Courses) paths

video lectures produced during the year

professors/lecturers present
at webinars on technologies

students enrolled in MOOC courses
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A constantly improving
experience
Università Cattolica pays particular attention to the continuous
improvement of its educational offer. For this reason, it submits
online evaluation questionnaires to its students, students
about to graduate and graduates to measure their satisfaction
with the courses they have attended.

400,000

More than
			
questionnaires were filled in
and assessed during the a.y. 2018/2019

Università Cattolica was one of the first Italian universities to carry out
such extensive and analytical surveys among all its students.
In addition to the system of assessment questionnaires, managed
and monitored by the University’s Evaluation Committee, Università
Cattolica also devotes the utmost attention to both the verification
and review process provided for by ANVUR’s accreditation
procedures (through the annual verification of quality indicators) and
to discussions with representatives of businesses and social partners.
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Students’ satisfaction
The dialogue with students and the timely verification of
their satisfaction and suggestions allow Università Cattolica
to progressively improve its educational results, as shown by
the data on the appreciation of the educational proposal (9
is the maximum value).*

7.8/9
8/9
8.2/9
7.9/9
8/9

* 2019 graduate employment survey one year after graduation
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is the average index of student satisfaction
with the university courses received
at Università Cattolica

is the average student satisfaction index
for the clarity and timeliness of the provision
of teaching support material

is the average index of student satisfaction
with the consistency of the content and the
course itself with respect to what is stated
on the University website

is the average satisfaction index
of the students for the clarity of the
professors/lecturers’ presentation in class
is the average index of student satisfaction
with the clarity of the examination
procedures

Teaching and Training >

82%
8.1/9
8.4/9

of graduate degree programme graduates in the light
of their experience would recommend their degree
programme at Università Cattolica*

is the average index of student satisfaction with
the correspondence between the topics covered
in the exam questions and the teaching materials
indicated and used for preparation**

is the average index of student satisfaction with
the attention shown by professors/lecturers during
the oral examination**

Thanks to the fruitful dialogue
with the students we considered

445

corrective actions to degree programmes

* Survery 2019 on occupational outlets of graduate students one year after graduation
** Data referring to the survey of assessment of the exam experience 2018/2019
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Undergraduate and integrated
degree programmes
Students enrolled in undegraduate and integrated degree programmes are increasing in
the a.y. 2019-2020, with a 2% growth compared to 2018-2019.

30,620

31,582
students*

2019-2020

Academic year

Academic Year

2018/2019

students*

* Indagine 2019 sugli sbocchi occupazionali dei laureati a un anno dalla laurea
** Dati relativi all’indagine di valutazione dell’esperienza d’esame 2018/2019

* Total number of students enrolled in undergraduate
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Faculty

Economics

Economics, Medicine and Surgery

Level

Programme name

I

Economics and Management (also in the evening)

I

Economics and Law

I

Economics, Organizations and Markets

I

Economics and management

I

Economics and Management of Art,
Culture and Entertainment

Campus

Faculty
Arts and Philosophy, Economics

Milan

interfaculty

Milan

Level

Programme name

I

Campus
Milan

CU

Pharmacy

CU

Medicine and Surgery

CU

Medicine and Surgery (eng)

CU

Dentistry and Orthodontics

Rome

I

Economics and Management of Services

Rome

I

Cosmetology Sciences and Technologies

Economics and Law

I

Business Economics

Cremona
Piacenza

I

Nursing

Brescia,
Campobasso,
Potenza, Rome,
Torino,
Villa d’Agri (PZ)

Economics and Law

CU

Law

Piacenza

I

Obstetrics

Rome, Potenza,
Bolzano

I

Physiotherapy

Rome, Viterbo,
Campobasso

I

Speech therapy

Rome, Potenza,
Bolzano

I

Orthoptics and Ophtamologist

Rome

I

Occupational Therapy

Rome, Bolzano
Moncrivello (VC)

interfaculty

Medicine and Surgery
Law

Law

Arts and Philosophy

CU
I

Law

Legal Services

Milan

Milan

I

Cultural Heritage

Milan

I

Arts, Media and Performance Studies (DAMS)

Brescia

I

Philosophy

Milan

I

Dietetics

Rome, Bolzano

I

Tourism Sciences and territory Development

Brescia

I

Biomedical Lab Techniques

Bolzano

I

Humanities

Milan, Brescia

I

I

Media Languages

Milan

Radiology, X-Rays and Radiotherapy
Techniques

Rome, Bolzano,
Potenza
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Faculty

Medicine and Surgery

Medicine and Surgery, Economics
interfaculty

Medicine and Surgery, Education
interfaculty

Agriculture, Food and
Environmental Sciences
Banking, Finance and
Insurance Sciences

Level

Programme name

Campus

I

Orthopaedic Techniques

Rome

I

Hearing Care Techniques

Rome

I

Dental Hygiene

Rome

I

Circulatory Physiopathology and Cardiovascular
Perfusion Techniques

Rome

I

Environmental and Work-Places Prevention
Techiniques

Rome,
Moliterno

I

Economics and Management of Services

Rome

I

Motor and Sports Sciences

Milan

Faculty

Level

Programme name

Campus

CU

Primary Teacher Education

Brescia, Milan

I

Sciences of Education and
Training Processes

Brescia, Milan,
Piacenza

I

Motor and Sports Sciences

Milan

Linguistic Sciences
and Foreign Literatures

I

Linguistic Sciences

Brescia, Milan

Linguistic Sciences and
Foreign Literatures, Political
and Social Sciences

I

Linguistic Sciences for International Relations

Milan

I

Mathematics

Brescia

I

Communication and Society

Milan

I

Political Sciences and International
Relations

Milan, Brescia

I

Social Service Sciences

Milan, Brescia

I

Sociology

Milan

I

Linguistic Sciences for International
Relations

Milan

Education

Education, Medicine and Surgery
interfaculty

interfaculty

Mathemathical, Physical
and Natural Sciences

I

Psychological Sciences and Techinques

I

Agriculture Sciences and Techniques

Piacenza

I

Food Sciences and Techniques

Cremona
Piacenza

I

Economics of Markets and
Financial Intermediaries

Political and Social
Sciences

Milan

Political and Social Sciences,
Linguistic Sciences and Foreign
Literatures
interfaculty
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Graduate Degree Programmes
Graduate degree programmes of Università Cattolica in the a.y. 2019-2020
increased by 9% compared to the a.y. 2018-2019.

9,617
students*

9,124

2019-2020

Academic Year

Academic Year

2018/2019

students*

* Total students enrolled in graduate degree programmes
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Faculty

Level

Programme name

Campus

II

Economics

II

Economics and Law

II

Business Management

II

Management

II

Markets and Strategies

II

Business Administration and Consultancy

Economics, Arts and Philosophy
Interfaculty

II

Economics and Management of Art,
Culture and Entertainment

Milan

Economics, Medicine and Surgery
Interfaculty

II

Management of Services

Rome

Economics, Banking, Financial
and Insurance Sciences Interfaculty

II

Economics

Economics, Mathemathical, Physical
and Natural Sciences Interfaculty

Economics and Law

II
II

Statistical and actuarial sciences (eng)

Innovation and technology management (eng)

Business Management

Programme name

Campus

II

Global business management

Piacenza

II

Modern Philology

Brescia, Milan

II

Classics

Milan

II

Archaelogy and History of Art

Milan

II

Media, Corporate Communication
and Cultural Heritage

Brescia

Arts and Phylosophy, Economics
Interfaculty

II

Economics and Management of Art,
Culture and Entertainment

Milan

Arts and Philosophy, Education
Interfaculty

II

Philosophy

Milan

II

Nursing and Obstetrician Sciences

Rome, Torino

II

Rehabilitation Sciences for Health Professions

Rome
Moncrivello (VC)

II

Biotechnologies for Personalised Medicine

Rome

Economics and Law

Milan
Arts and Phylosophy

Milan
Medicine and Surgery
Milan

Piacenza

Economics, Mathemathical, Physical
and Natural Sciences Interfaculty

II

Banking and Consulting

Piacenza

Economics and Law, Acriculture, Food
and Environmental Sciences
Interfaculty

II

Food Marketing and Commercial Strategies

Piacenza
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Faculty

Level

Medicine and Surgery, Economics
Interfaculty

II

Management of Services

Rome

Medicine and Surgery, Education
Interfaculty

II

Sciences and Techniques of Preventive
and Adaptive Motor Activity

Milan

II

Clinical Psychology and Health Promotion:
Person, Family Relations and Community

II

Psychology for Organisations: Human Resouces,
Marketing and Communication

Psychology

Milan

Teaching and Training >
Faculty

Level
II

Psychology

Agriculture, Food and
Environmental Sciences

Agriculture, Food and Environmental
Sciences, Economics and Law
Interfaculty

Banking, Finance and Insurance
Sciences, Economics
Interfaculty

Education

Campus

Developmental Psychology and Protection Processes

II

Psychology for Well-being: Empowerment,
Rehab and Positive Technology

II

Psychology of Clinical Interventions in Social Contexts

II

Agriculture Sciences and Technologies

II

Food Sciences and Technologies

II

Agricultural and Food Economics - Food
Marketing and Commercial Strategies

Faculty

II

Food Marketing and Commercial Strategies

II

Philosophy

Milan

Brescia

Education, Medicine and Surgery
Interfaculty

II

Sciences and Techniques of Preventive
and Adaptive Motor Activity

Milan

Piacenza

Linguistic Sciences
and Foreign Languages

II

Foreign Languages, Literatures and Cultures

Milan

II

Linguistic Sciences

Milan, Brescia

II

Physics

II

Mathemathics

II

Innovation and technology management (eng.)

II

European and International Policies

II

Public Policies

II

International Cooperation Policies
for Development

II

Labour Management and Organisation
Communication

II

Social Work and Social Services for Families,
Child Protection and Local Communities

Cremona

Piacenza
Mathemathical, Physical and Natural
Sciences, Economics Interfaculty

Banking and finance (eng.)

Milan
Political and Social Sciences

II

Educational Counseling for Disabled
and Marginal People

Milan

II

Pedagogical Planning and Human
Resources Training

Brescia

II

Educational Design in Child and Youth Services

Piacenza

II

Educational Sciences and Services to the Person

II

Media education
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Campus

II

Financial Markets and Institutions

Statistical and actuarial sciences (eng.)

Programme name

Education, Arts and Philosophy
Interfaculty

Milan

II

Level

Milan

Mathemathical, Physical
and Natural Sciences

II
Banking, Financial
and Insurance Sciences

Programme name

Milan

Brescia

Milan

Milan
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Postgraduate
training

The Graduate Schools
The Graduate Schools are original and innovative

Graduate School of Media, Communications and Performing Arts (Milan)

structures of Università Cattolica which, in their respective
fields of scientific interest, aim to achieve the synthesis of the
three missions of the university: postgraduate education and
lifelong learning (I mission); research (II mission); consultancy
for external bodies, social & public engagement (III mission).
Thanks to a dense network of relationships with
companies, public administrations and organisations all
over the world, they are meeting places for professors,

Graduate School of Health Economics and Management (Rome)
Graduate School of Business and Society (Milan)
Graduate School of Environmental Studies (Brescia)
Graduate School of Psychology “Agostino Gemelli” (Milan)
Graduate School of Economics and International Relations (Milan)

lecturers, students and professionals. The Graduate
Schools - while respecting their own specificities - work as a
system, to intensify the intertwining of knowledge and skills.

More than 100
projects implemented
Since 2012, the Graduate Schools have been carrying out
projects at the service of businesses and the society in various
thematic areas: economics, finance and management;
communication; international relations; psychology; health,
welfare and the environment.
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Graduate School “Federico Stella” of Criminal Justice (Milan)
Graduate School of Agro-food Economics and Management (Cremona)
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University specialising Masters
Università Cattolica specialising masters (in Italian or foreign
languages) meet the needs of recent graduates, junior and senior
managers, professionals, companies, non-profit organisations
and public administration bodies interested in increasing and/or
deepening their skills.

147

university specialising masters
offered by Università Cattolica
in the a.y. 2018-2019
88 I level masters,
of which 17 delivered in English,
and 59 II level masters

2,803

enrolled students

355

enrolled international students
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An accessible offer
In the case of specialising master’s too, Università Cattolica remains faithful
to its objective of guaranteeing quality education at an affordable cost.

4,826 euro
In 2019 more than

500

scholarships were offered as well as other financial benefits for students
enrolled in specialising masters at Università Cattolica for a total value
of more than

1,300,000 euro

A broad and
multidisciplinary proposal
Tematic area

I level

II level

Agrifood and environment

4

1

Banking, finance and insurance

2

3

Business communication

7

Economics, Management and Entrepreneurship

22

5

Education and Social Work

8

1

Legislation and Business Law

1

3

Media, performing arts and events

6

Medicine and Health management

29

Politics, society and international relations

4

Psychology
Humanities and cultural heritage
Total
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40

4
5

2

88

59
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Services and
right to study

The mission towards
students and families
Colleges: hospitality and educational
project

1,325

beds in 4 cities

The University offers a system of Colleges characterised by a solid educational project
for students, which combines the availability of beds with a cultural proposal and
participation in extracurricular training activities aimed at integral personal growth in
the light of the Christian values and the teachings of the Catholic Church.
On-campus colleges are educational communities for the training of people who
know how to combine scientific skills, professional qualities and a commitment to
Christian witness.
In 2019, the EDUCatt Foundation offered around 1,300 beds to out-of-town students
in the cities where the university is located: Milan, which covers about 50% of the
offer, Rome (31%), Piacenza (15%) and Brescia (4%).
The service is complemented by solutions offered by selected partners, with the aim
of offering personalised solutions aimed to meet the expectations of students and
their families.
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Colleges in Campus
Milan

4

Colleges:

• Augustinianum
• Marianum
• Ludovicianum
• Paolo VI

Piacenza

1

College:

• Sant'Isidoro

1

Residence:

• Buonarroti

Rome

4

Colleges:

• Ker Maria
• San Damiano
• Nuovo Joanneum
• San Luca - Armida Barelli
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A quality catering service

Group tutoring

943,538

The tutor is a graduate who offers his or her experience to welcome

meals provided

first year students and support them during their university journey.
His/her task is to facilitate the integration of first year students into the

The EDUCatt Foundation offered almost one million meals to the university community in 2019 distributed as

academic environment, provide useful information, offer individual or

follows: 473,923 Milan, 17,932 Brescia, 121,251 Piacenza-Cremona, 330,432 Rome.

group counselling on educational issues and help those enrolled in

The meals offered to students, thanks to good management and regional funding, produced a net average cost

the years beyond the first one who are experiencing difficulties.

saving for the payer (compared to the market) of about 46%, offering in particular quality meals at an average unit
cost of 5.16 euro compared to 9.5 euro offered by the private market.

The tutor also acts as a mediator within the university’s varied
network, facilitating relations between students, professors, lecturers
and technical-administrative staff.
In order to meet the specific needs of individual study programmes,
a specific tutor is identified and trained for each degree programme.

79
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active tutors at all
University campuses
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Focus on health and well-being

23,807
1,014

health services

The value of EDUCATT’s services
The provision of a wide range of high quality services at prices below the

psychological counselling activities

market is made possible by the regional contribution and an efficient
organisation and management through the EDUCatt Foundation.

Through EDUCatt, Università Cattolica offers its students a wide range of

Benefits provided to students:

quality healthcare services, such as nursing services, general and specialist
medical examinations, first aid and a personalised psychological counselling
service, guaranteeing students constant and targeted assistance and families
considerable savings in access to high quality services.

Catering

7,795,519 euro

Residence

7,17,307 euro

Study tools: books and handouts

Books

344,654 euro

There are more than 40,000 study aids including books on loan, handouts for sale

Health care

and digital study materials (40,656).
In 2019, the experimental loan of digital devices (computers, tablets, etc.) was also
activated.

40,656

teaching tools

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore Annual Report 2020

Data shown here refer to EDUCatt services profits
(source: Annual Report EDUCatt 2018)

1,105,237 euro
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Study as a right:
grants and benefits

The Start, Run and Smart scholarships:
636,000 euros for deserving students

The right to study for all is a fundamental concern of Università Cattolica, which promotes it with a wide range

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore and the Toniolo Institute of Higher Studies are

of interventions, scholarships, reimbursement of university fees, cash aid, the management of which is largely

jointly promoting the initiative “100 Borse + 100 Premi” (100 Scholarships + 100

entrusted to EDUCatt, in synergy with the University and the Toniolo Institute for Higher Studies. All those who

Prizes) for the awarding of 200 scholarships and study prizes on the basis of merit.

are eligible for a scholarship on the basis of the Lombardy Region guidelines are also exempt from paying

The initiative is divided into two separate competitions, the first dedicated to

university fees and are entitled to one free meal a day.

students about to enroll and the second to students already enrolled at Università

In the 2019-2020 academic year, the University decided to intervene with its own funds to guarantee grants
to all those eligible, even though the public funds provided guaranteed only a part of them. In addition to the
resources made available by the Lombardy Region, the University has therefore added around two million
euros, enabling more than 700 students, who would have been excluded, to receive the scholarship.

Cattolica.
All recipients of Start or Run grants, worth 2,000 euros, are also offered the Campus
Option, i.e. the possibility of receiving an additional sum of 1,000 euro per year for
those who participate in the Colleges’ on-campus training programme.
Moreover, 100 students already enrolled at Cattolica in a year following their first
one, selected on the basis of their average grade point, received the Smart Prize

In order to allow everyone the opportunity to choose a course of study at Università
Cattolica, the fees charged to students have also remained unchanged for the
2019-2020 academic year, despite the persistence of general inflation and the reduction
in public contributions in spite of the general economic context.

28.9

(equal to €1,000).

The offer of temporary work for students
In addition to classic part-time collaborations, EDUCatt offers the possibility
of temporary work in the catering facilities, bookshops, college porters and

million euro

for total exemptions, benefits and other measures managed
by the University and the EDUCatt Foundation for almost 8,000 students.
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administrative structures through the Studentwork project, which employs more
than 50 people per year.
This is a real employment contract, the first Italian example in the university sector.
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Economic
resources
at the service
of the
university
mission

Università Cattolica relies mainly on its own resources.
The University’s income for 2019 is €350.2 million;
net assets are €782 million, with a sustainable debt ratio.
Public contributions (including measures for the
right to education and special purpose grants)
amount to a total of more than €62 million (of
which €23.9 million from the Ministry of Education,
Universities and Research).

The 2019 profits were used by the University as follows:

Università Cattolica, which is a not-for-profit
organisation,

deploys

these

resources

in

accordance with the principles of sound and
prudent management and economic balance by
allocating them entirely to the university mission.
All incoming resources have an impact in terms
of improving and expanding university services for
the more than 41,000 students, both in the short
and medium term.
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» 84%
» 10%
» 6%

for teaching and research activities

for financial support to students
(right to study)
to finance structural and technological investments
and to improve and expand university services
on the different campuses
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The 5 per
thousand

A valuable investment in research and training for young people
About 7,000 people give their 5 per thousand each year to Università Cattolica. The contribution allocated to the University,
amounting to more than € 400,000 each year, has been invested in training, research and development projects since 2010:

2,183
SCHOLARSHIPS

to enable many deserving students
to continue their studies

16

MEDICAL-SCIENTIFIC, ENVIRONMENTAL AND EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH PROJECTS

conducted by the Faculties of Medicine and Surgery, Agriculture, Food and Environmental Sciences
and Mathematical, Physical and Natural Sciences, which have led to significant advances in crucial areas
such as oncology, neurological disabilities in children, spina bifida, palliative care, eco-friendly
agriculture, climate change and combating hate on the web

25

INTERATIONAL COOPERATION PROGRAMMES

in which numerous students, professors/lecturers and employees
of the University participated in Afghanistan, Cameroon, Eritrea,
Ethiopia, Ghana, Haiti, Mozambique, Tanzania and Uganda
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Scientific research >

Università Cattolica contributes to the development of scientific research
and the preparation of young people for applied research and technological
innovation; it supports and encourages the use of the results of its own
research; and it organises and promotes activities designed to broaden ties
between the University and the world of work.
Research activities are conducted within the University departments and
institutes. Operating alongside these are a number of research centres

134 research structures divided in:

39

DEPARTMENTS
22 Milan, 2 Brescia,
6 Piacenza, 9 Rome

1

94

INSTITUTE

RESEARCH CENTRES

Milan

46 Milan, 11 Brescia,
14 Piacenza, 23 Rome

established to promote and conduct activities with specific objectives.

The research structures cover
10 scientific areas
• Mathematics and information technology

• Economics and statistics

• Physical sciences

• Political and social sciences

• Biological sciences

• Antiquity, literary-philological

• Medical sciences
• Agricultural and veterinary sciences
• Sciences in law
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and artistic-historical sciences
• Historical, philosophical
and psychological sciences

Scientific research >

The research portfolio

Resources from research have financed

It represents the number and total volume of projects active during the year (from
competitive calls, contracts and research grants/donations), thus including

the

number and value of the amount of new projects contracted during the year and
also the number and value of the amount of multiannual projects launched in

12
63

researchers on fixed-term

228

research fellows

PhD scholarships awarded (including fully funded and co-funded
through research funds and third-party contributions)

previous years and still in progress.

MORE THAN

MORE THAN

MORE THAN

MORE THAN

300
600
200

research projects financed through
competitive calls by national/international bodies
(for a value of around 49.6 million euro)

1,600,000 euros
570,000 euro
1,700,000 euros

MORE THAN

for equipment

in costs for conferences and proceedings

research projects commissioned by third parties
(for a valued of around 21.4 million euro)

APPROX.

for the maintenance and purchase
of laboratory materials

(referring in particular to the purchase of reagents and lab materials for the campuses of Rome and Piacenza)

research projects financed through
contributions and donations for research
(for a value of around 16.1 million euro)

1,100

total projects in 2019 (for a total value
in the portfolio of around 87.1 million euro)

The University funds research activities
with own funds intended for:
• specific individual and group research projects
• research of particular interest to the University

• publication of books and articles in journals,
especially open access journals

• large scientific equipment
Until 2019, the University invested each year, for these specific lines of intervention, 3,600,000 but since 2020,
to answer to increasing challenges, respurces have been increased to 4,100,000, with a total growth of arounf 14%..
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International research

Other European programmes have enabled 62 projects to be launched, representing a funding allocation of
some 9 million euros to the University. Finally, through various international bodies a further 16 projects were

The University invests heavily in international research. Over the five-year period
2014-2019, more than 800 research proposals were developed and submitted,
and almost 140 were funded by international bodies for a total value of more than
€300 million, with almost €29 million allocated to the University. In the Horizon

activated, with funding of just over €2 million.

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions
Between 2014 and 2020, Università Cattolica won 14 projects funded by the European Union under the Marie
Skłodowska-Curie Actions of Horizon 2020, as follows:

2020 programme, 58 projects have been funded by the European Commission,

●

4 Individual Fellowships

representing a funding allocation to the university of around 18 million euros.

●

5 Innovative Training Networks

●

5 Research and Innovation Staff Exchange

Of these, 1 Individual Fellowship, 5 Innovative Training Networks, 4 Research and Innovation Staff Exchange

Horizon 2020: projects funded in the period 2014-2019

are currently in progress

18

18%

16

16%

14

14%

12

12%

10

10%

8

8%

6

6%

4

4%

2

2%

0

0%

2014

2015

2016

2017

Projects funded

2018

2019

ERC Grants
The following are currently active

2 projects funded by the European Research Council (ERC).

The ERC Consolidator project “LiLa: Linking Latin” (2018-2023; https://lila-erc.eu), led by Professor Marco C.
Passarotti, aims at building a Knowledge Base of linguistic resources for Latin made interoperable through the
application of the principles of the Linked Data paradigm. The Knowledge Base will make it possible to extract
information from text corpora, lexicons and Latin dictionaries distributed over the network and interconnected
through a common knowledge description vocabulary.
The ERC Starting Grant project “Harmful traditions: Women empowerment and development” (20202025) led by Professor Lucia Corno, stems from the observation that even today in many developing countries,
traditions persist (e.g. child marriages, female genital mutilation, breast stretching) that can have a highly
negative impact on the development, empowerment and well-being of women human capital, perpetuating
the gender imbalance and fostering the vicious cycle of poverty.
On this basis, the project intends to investigate the reasons why these practices persist and to explore possible

Success rate
UCSC
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development policies.

Scientific research >

Research projects of major
national interest

More than 170 studies on
the topic of the pandemic

In 2019, with the launch of the Prin 2017 Call for Proposals,

Since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic, researchers at the

promoted by the Ministry of Universities and Research as part

university, from all disciplines, have undertaken research projects

of institutional research activities at national level, 43 research

of an interdisciplinary nature to monitor and understand future

projects were funded, 13 of which were coordinated by

developments and changes imposed by the restrictions to avoid

university professors/lecturers, with a success rate of just over

the spread of the virus. Many issues were addressed, whether of a

16% and a ministerial contribution of just over € 5.8 million.

health, environmental or wider social nature: from the impact on

Participation in the PRIN 2020 call was also significant: 274

family and working relationships to the economic, organisational,

proposals submitted, of which 69 were coordinated by the

political and psychological effects on both the individual and the

university.

collective society. There have been many requests for funding from
external bodies in response to specific calls for proposals from
the European Commission, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of
Economic Development, the Ministry of Universities and Research,
the Lombardy Region, the Emilia Romagna Region and various
national and international foundations.
The Ministry of Universities and Research’s FISR 2020 call for
proposals at national level was very well received, with as many
as 87 research proposals in all subject areas. The university has
also self-financed over 70 research projects on the pandemic
coordinated by the Psychology department.
More than 600 publications were produced on the subject in
2020.
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Research of interest to the University
Every year Università Cattolica invests significant resources in projects of interest to the University on research topics of great cultural, social and economic significance. The projects respond to themes defined by the
governing bodies and involve the creation of multidisciplinary research teams. There are currently

Migrations and migrants

30 projects of interest to the University, representing a total investment of more than 3 million euro:

7 projects

Studies range from the religion of migrants, with its implications for religious and cultural pluralism, to the
legal aspects of integration; from the media as a resource for inclusion to the role of migrants as new
consumers; and finally to the health and well-being of migrants in terms of prevention and treatment.

Adaptation to climate change		

Anti-poverty policies and sustainable
human development		
		

5 projects

Ongoing studies cover resilience and education as resources to fight poverty in Africa,

counselling and

community empowerment in the fight against HIV in Sudan, the importance of establishing lasting relationships
for a sustainable exit from poverty in several countries, and measures to be taken in the field of public policy.

3 projects

Two projects are related to Lake Garda, focusing on adaptation plans for lake municipalities in the face of

Global risk management			

climate change and on the construction of mathematical models that process bathymetric data of the lake

Risk management, including pandemics, is the subject of cross-sectional study by various research groups: from

bed, collected by the Italian Navy.

the agri-food chain to the training of human resources in small and medium-sized enterprises to manage climate

The third project is dedicated to land management and the ecosystem services provided by urban green

risk; from behavioural change to stabilise virtuous behaviour towards sustainability to strategies against the global

and/or rural areas, in terms of environmental preservation.

risk of pandemic disease. Finally, the fight against over-indebtedness in the current socio-economic crisis.

Technology and humanism, social, economic, legal,
pshychological, ethical, cultural, religiousimplications
and educational aspects of technological change
7 projects

Beyond algorithms: interdisciplinary research
on change			

5 projects

3 projects

integration, which produces cultural, environmental and collective imagination transformations that go

Three focuses from different disciplinary perspectives on a time of transformation
• Public functions, private control. Interdisciplinary profiles on governance without government in the
algorithmic society;

beyond simple adaptations of life and of production and organisational processes.

•

This strand of studies deals with the rapid development of new technologies and their progressive

These anthropological issues are addressed with an interdisciplinary method for a balanced view of
technological changes from a human perspective.
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•

The clash of narratives. The representation of the future in popular culture and traditional media and its
political use;
Change or transformation? Knowing, communicating and transcending in the digital age. For a new
humanism.

Scientific research >

Artificial intelligence,
robotics, robot ethics
How is the artificial intelligence present into our lives changing us? What social, psychological, economic, cultural and ethical
implications does the arrival of robots among us have? Università Cattolica has launched a strand of interdisciplinary research
on these issues, focusing on two main areas: application of robotics to various technical and scientific fields and the study
of the interaction between humans and technologies, inaugurated by the arrival of the Pepper robot at the University.
The first strand includes the design, alongside with the Italian Institute of Technology (IIT), of a robot for precision pruning in
vineyards. In the medical field, Rhapsody, one of the seven projects of interest to the University, creates automated services for
the development of personalised medicine, based on the collection of data from multiple Data Warehouse (DWH) repositories,
representative of the University’s many clinical and humanistic disciplines and the histories of millions of patients.
The second line of research includes most of the seven projects of interest to the University, with topics such as: the multimodal
analysis of human-robot interactions, also conducted with experimental techniques; transdisciplinary investigations on technique
and human values; the application of Omic technologies to innovation in organic food and consumer trust; research on the
scientific and ethical impacts of applications based on Artificial Intelligence, e.g. quantitative finance (algorithmic investment)
and social networks fake news recognition); the development of human enhancement through forms of technical optimisation.
On the subject of the relationship between humans and technology, the University’s HTLab - Humane Technology Lab
was created in 2020, with the aim of exploiting the wide range of expertise present on these issues, catalysing the University’s
presence in an extraordinarily important and prospective field of research and intervention.
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Sustainability
This is a key concept for understanding the ongoing cultural, economic, political and social

There are two Graduate Schools in the University that are directly involved in sustainability issues: Alta

paradigm. Caring for the planet and, in a non-separate way, for the people who live on it is a goal

Scuola Impresa e Società - Graduate School of Business and Society (Altis), active since 2005, which

that cannot be ignored, because the future of the ‘common house’ that hosts us is at stake.

focuses on management and responsible entrepreneurship; Alta Scuola per l’Ambiente - Graduate
School of Environmental Studies (Asa), active since 2008, which carries out training, research and

Università Cattolica has belonged to the Network of Universities for Sustainable Development

multidisciplinary tertiary work on sustainable development issues; Alta Scuola di Management e

(Rus) since its creation and launched a Sustainable Cattolica initiative in 2019 with the dual aim

Economia Agro-alimentare - Graduate School of Agro-food Economics and Management (Smea),

of orienting education, research and Third Mission on these issues and improving the University’s

created in 1984 and active as a graduate school since 2005. Sustainability issues also involve the

performance in the sustainable management of its activities.

Graduatre School of Economics and International Relations (Aseri), created in 1995.

The keywords ‘sustainable/sustainability’ and ‘environment/environmental’ correspond to 50

The Transdisciplinary Research on Food Issues Centre (Trofic) operates with a focus on the

internal research projects, 6 projects of interest to the University, 66 projects funded by

sustainability of the global food system while for economic studies on sustainability, Università

external calls and bodies, 12 projects funded by European calls. Linked to the same keywords,

Cattolica is a member of the inter-university centre Sustainability, Environmental Economics

26 training paths are active, of which: 4 undergraduate degree programmes; 7 graduate degree

and Dynamics Studies (Seeds), in which eight Italian universities actively participate.

programmes; 4 PhDs; 7 first-level specialising master’s; one second-level specialising master’s; 3
higher education courses.
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Research resources
Expenditure to support research activities exceeded 30 million
euros, 88% of which came from external bodies and 12% from the
University’s own funding.

The University recognises the scientific
value of high-quality publications
In 2019, the University awarded around €350,000 to the 116 best publications of the last three
years: 2 in the area of physical sciences; 47 in the area of biological and medical sciences; 6 in
the area of agricultural sciences; 12 in the area of ancient, philological-literary and historical-artistic

Self-financing UCSC

€ 3,600,000

European Union

€ 5,250,000
€ 746,000

Miur
Funding from public bodies
Funding from private
Total 2019

€ 5,854,000
€ 14,673,000
€ 30,073,000

Università Cattolica supports and encourages the participation of
researchers in international research and innovation programmes
with information, training and coaching activities. In the 2014-2018
period, international public and private entities co-funded 100
research projects with a total value of 23.4 million euro.
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sciences; 18 in the area of historical, philosophical, pedagogical and psychological sciences; 4 in
legal sciences; 20 in economic sciences; 7 in political and social sciences.
Also in 2020, 123 prizes were awarded for a total amount of 350,000 euros.

Scientific research >

Scientific publications
Università

Cattolica

has

an

institutional

repository

called

PubliCatt

other

(publicatt.unicatt.it), through which all tenured professors and researchers,
research fellows, doctoral students, scholarship holders, professors emeriti

341

268

and visiting professors register their publications and, if necessary, make them
available in full text.

volumes

1,205

articles in volumes

2,917

articles in scientific journals

In PubliCatt there are, at the moment, more than 86,000 scientific

publications, of which 4,731 registered in 2019 and distributed as follows:
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Open Access
In PubliCatt (http://publicatt.unicatt.it)

PubliRes
1,850 publications with full-

text access are currently accessible. The trend is growing: in 2015
only 2% of the publications surveyed were available in open access,
in 2020 the percentage will be 8%.
In the last two-year period 2019-2020, almost

600,000 euro

were taken from research funds to disseminate results in open access
and adherence to transformative agreements proposed by a number
of major international publishers.
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In order to provide greater external evidence of the university’s
publications and the rich heritage of knowledge expressed therein,
the new PubliRes (Publications, Research, Expertise, Skills) portal, now
accessible at publires.unicatt.it, was also developed in 2019-2020
The

fingerprint,

generated

through

a

semantic

engine

that

automatically processes the abstracts associated with publications,
provides information on the expertise of the University’s researchers
and departments through a set of weighted terms that summarise
their characteristics and peculiarities.

Scientific research >

The scientific journals published
by the University Press
Vita e Pensiero
Thanks to an extensive digitisation work, which was completed

●

AEGYPTUS

●

AEVUM

websites of the journals, together with all the latest issues.

●

AEVUM ANTIQUUM

The work is the result of the fruitful collaboration of different

●

LOMBARDY ART

competences - including those made available by the University

●

BULLETIN OF THE ARCHIVE FOR THE HISTORY

in 2020, the historical archives of many journals are available
online on the Vita e Pensiero website and on the individual

Library of Università Cattolica of Milan - and allows researchers
and scholars to consult each article individually, a service made
available free of charge to all users of the University.

OF THE CATHOLIC SOCIAL MOVEMENT
●

SOCIAL COMMUNICATIONS

●

JUS

●

SOCIAL POLICIES AND SERVICES

●

JOURNAL OF NEO-SCHOLASTIC PHILOSOPHY

●

JOURNAL OF THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH IN ITALY

●

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

●

STATISTICS & APPLICATIONS

●
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STUDIES IN SOCIOLOGY

Scientific research >

Research, intervention
and social development structures
TRANSDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH ON FOOD ISSUES CENTER (TROFIC)
It promotes and carries out multi and transdisciplinary scientific activities on food-related

CENTRE FOR HIGHER EDUCATION INTERNATIONALISATION (CHEI)
The Centre aims to become a world leader in the internationalisation of higher education by

issues in the fields of agri-food, law, food safety and food security, and nutrition.

engaging in high-quality, high-impact postgraduate research and education. CHEI proposes

In 2019, it coordinated the work of the Food and Human Dignity Network in collaboration

to achieve this goal by promoting, conducting and disseminating research through its

with Fiuc.

doctoral programme, professional development projects, consultancy activities within and
outside the University, scientific production, as well as active participation in the dialogue on

OBSERVATORY FOR THE TERRITORY: ENTERPRISE, TRAINING,
INTERNATIONALISATION (OPTER)
Set up in the Brescia campus, it offers support for the development of small and mediumsized enterprises through training, research and consultancy initiatives on entrepreneurship,
innovation and internationalisation, promoting the University’s collaboration with profit and
non-profit enterprises, business associations and local institutions.
In 2019, it promoted the series of meetings “Corporate Horizon: paradigms of sustainability.
Stories of entrepreneurs and businesses in the Brescia area’.

higher education at institutional, national and international level.
The Centre acts as a catalyst in bringing people and ideas together to promote innovation and
influence innovation policy, identify creative solutions and help the field of internationalisation
of higher education advance.

OBSERVATORY ON ITALIAN PUBLIC ACCOUNTS
The Observatory promotes, through analysis, research and communication, a better
management of public finance and a better understanding of public accounts in our
country, analysing the benefits of reducing public debt, combating waste, tax evasion
and corruption.
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PhDs
The doctorate is a postgraduate university programme, which
aims to provide highly qualified specialist training, aimed at
strengthening the scientific foundations by supporting basic and

277 new PhDs in 2019-2020
17 doctoral schools for 21 Ph.D. programmes

mission-oriented research.
The doctorate aims in particular to:

• Criminology
• Economy and Finance

• the development of human capital and research projects;
• the development of skills necessary to carry out high-profile
research activities;
• intensifying collaboration between the public research system
and businesses;
• training of high-level professionals for the development
of business competitiveness.

• Enterprise, Work, Institutions

and Contemporaneity
• Agro-food system

and Criminal Justice

• Science - International Ph.D. Program

• Institutions and Policies

• Health Systems and Service Research

• Management and Innovation

• Experimental and Translational

• Person and Legal Systems

Medicine

• Psychology

• Neurosciences

• Sciences of the Person

• Clinical Cellular and Molecular Research

and Education
• Linguistic Sciences and Foreign
Literatures
• Social Work and Personal Social
Services
• Sociology, organizations, cultures
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• Humanities. Tradition

• Basic Biomedical Sciences
and Public Health
• Sciences of Nutrition, Metabolism, 		
Aging and gender pathologies
• Agri-food System
• Oncological Sciences

Scientific research >

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
3 dual doctoral programmes:

• PhD in Agri-food System and Doctor en Ciencias
de recursors naturales (Universidad de la Frontera)
• PhD in Humanistic Studies. Tradition and Contemporaneity
and Ph.D. in History (University of Ghent)

In compliance with the guidelines of the European Union, which considers
transferable skills as a tool to develop innovative and effective doctoral programmes,
Università Cattolica supports and helps doctoral students of all courses to deepen
their skills, by offering the following transversal training programmes:

• PhD in Experimental and Translational Medicine and Ph.D.
in Science Technology Medicine and Public Health

• Cultural training path

(Lebanese University)

• Research project management
• English for academic purposes

Visiting students in 2019:

27 incoming students
75 outgoing students

• Dr. start-upper
• Exporting you skills
• Public speaking
• Three minutes thesis

5 million euros earmarked
by the University to fund 2020
doctoral scholarships
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore Annual Report 2020
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In dialogue
with society

In dialogue with society >

Knowledge transfer
Spin off
11 spin-offs are active at the Catholic University
N THE AREA OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

• MOLIPHARMA S.R.L. (www.molipharma.com)
• VIHTALI S.R.L. (www.vihtali.it)
• KBO.COM S.R.L. (www.knowledgebasedoncology.com)
• NEUROCONNECT S.R.L. (www.neuroconnectbrain.com)
IN THE AREA OF PHYSICS

• ECOMETRICS S.R.L. (www.ecometrics.it)

IN THE AREA OF AGRICULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

• A.A.T. S.R.L. - ADVANCED ANALYTICAL TECHNOLOGIES
(www.aat-taa.eu)
• HORTA S.R.L. - SOCIETY FOR TECHNOLOGICAL

IN THE AREA OF ECONOMIC SCIENCES

• CETIF ADVISORY S.R.L. (www.cetif.it/)
• VSAFE SRL (www.vsafesrl.com)

(www.horta-srl.com)
• AEIFORIA S.R.L. (http://www.aeiforia.it)

sferring and enhancing its scientific knowledge and skills and intensifying relations
with the relations with the productive and economic world of the country, through

In recent years, the University’s research
has led to 58 patents
• 25 Italian patents

• 2 national validations

• 5 European patents

• 23 patents in other countries

• 3 US patents
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• CRIME&TECH S.R.L. (www.crimetech.it)

TRANSFER IN AGRICULTURE

Università Cattolica is committed to making its contribution to the civil society by tran-

various forms and methods of action and interaction.

IN THE SOCIOLOGICAL AREA

In dialogue with society >

ConLab
It is the University’s coworking space:
a place exlusively dedicated to selfentrepreneurship activities. The project,

2019 projects
• Call for Ideas (4th edition) with 10 selected teams;
• Call for Skills (2nd edition) with 13 selected students;
• Call for Business Vision by Think Tank - Innovative Entrepreneurship
Development, to support young entrepreneurs with innovative projects

born inside the Centre for University
Innovation (ILAB), aims at promoting the
culture of entrepreneurship and innovation,

and models of original business in terms of sustainability and concreteness;
• Call and training for creativity (in collaboration with Ce.R.T.A.
and Endemol Shine Italy) to train a new professional figure

exploiting new learning models and
stimulating an interdisciplinary approach.
Access to ConLab is regulated by two

of audiovisual storytellers;
• Creation of a new coworking space “ConLab Diocesi Acireale”
in collaboration with “Fondazione Città del Fanciullo. Acireale” and launch

calls: one open to already created teams
(Call for Ideas), the second for individuals
with specialised skills (Call for Skills). Once

of the 1st edition of Call for Ideas, aimed at young entrepreneurs in the local area;
• “Archaeo Up, knowing the past to design the future’ of the school of Specialisation

selected, teams and individuals can use
all the services offered by ConLab for
6 months.
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in Archaeological Heritage and the University’s Funded Activities Office, aimed
at unemployed people residing or domiciled in Lombardy, to develop business
ideas in the cultural heritage sector.

In dialogue with society >

Placement
activities and
relations with
companies
Università

Cattolica,

through

the

placement service, aims at developing

MORE THAN

25,000

organisations and companies registered
on the portal dedicated to internships and jobs
and 4,000,000 accesses by students and graduates
of the University, since the launch of the portal in 2012

We offer the professions,
skills, relationships
and valuable young people
Università Cattolica has a growing or consolidated relationship
with Associations operating in different fields of activity
(economics, law, health and welfare), with which it has

in young people not only basic skills

established 22 agreements.

but also the social, personal, project and

For the Associations with which it collaborates, the University

methodological skills, needed to improve
their chances of entering the world of
work, guarateeing a better mobility and a
good life quality.
In particular, thanks to a consolidated
network

of

innovative

partner

companies,

methodology

has

an

been

developed, also through the training
partnership

university-company

which

18,000

guarantees adequate preparation of candidates for the liberal

active apprenticeship agreements

content,

understanding,

future

profession

empowerment

and

application of cross-cutting skills and
providing direct contact with leading
corporate entities
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In addition, several faculties offer degree programmes enriched
by agreements with the relevant Orders, and numerous

Employability, the main objective of the placement service, is

specialising master’s and postgraduate courses enjoy formal

the result of a path of growth and integral development of the

accreditation.

person that allows the graduate to become the protagonist of
his or her own professional project.

allows to experiment and implement
theoretical

professions and offers dedicated training proposals.

10,073

internships activated
in 2019

In dialogue with society >

University - World of Work Committee
With some companies, the University has more complex relationships, requiring more direct commitment and involvement. These companies are members of the University- World of Work Committee, the body that
has been promoting dialogue and networking with the business world for more than 30 years by, among other things, promoting personalised meetings aimed at career guidance and recruiting.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A2A
ACCENTURE
ACTL
ADECCO
ALLEANZA ASSICURAZIONI
ALLIANZ
API ASSOCIAZIONE PICCOLE
E MEDIE INDUSTRIE
ARLA FOODS
ASSOCIAZIONE INDUSTRIALE
BRESCIANA
ASSOCIAZIONE LOMBARDA
SPEDIZIONIERI
E AUTOTRASPORTATORI
ASSOCIAZIONE PER LO SVILUPPO
DEGLI STUDI DI BANCA E BORSA
ASSOLOMBARDA
BANCA POPOLARE DI SONDRIO
BARILLA
BDO ITALIA
BEIERSDORF
BIP
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BNP PARIBAS
BORSA ITALIANA
BOSTON SCIENTIFIC
CAMERA DI COMMERCIO PIACENZA
CARREFOUR ITALIA
CONFCOMMERCIO MILANO
CONFINDUSTRIA PIACENZA
CREDEM
CREDIT AGRICOLE
CREVAL
DAVIDE CAMPARI
DELOITTE
DENTSU AEGIS NETWORK
DEUTSCHE BANK
DLA PIPER
EDISON
ENI CORPORATE UNIVERSITY
EY
ESSELUNGA
FCA ITALY
FONDAZIONE DI PIACENZA

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

E VIGEVANO
FONDAZIONE SODALITAS
GERI HDP
GI GROUP
GRUPPO DE PASQUALE
GRUPPO GENERALI
HENKEL
IKEA
INTESASANPAOLO
JT INTERNATIONAL
KPMG
LEONARDO EDUCATION PROJECT
LIDL
L´OREAL
LEROY MERLIN
LUXOTTICA
LVMH
MARSH
MEDIOBANCA
PIAGGIO
PIRELLI
PIROLA PENNUTO

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ZEI & ASSOCIATI
PRIVALIA
PROSPERA
PSA GROUP
PWC
RANDSTAD
RIA GRANT THORNTON
ROBERT BOSCH
ROLLERI CULTURA D'IMPRESA
SALVATORE FERRAGAMO
SYNERGIE
UBI BANCA
UMANA
UNICREDIT GROUP
UNILEVER ITALIA
UNIONE COMMERCIANTI PIACENZA
VALUEMENT
VITTORIA ASSICURAZIONI
VODAFONE

In dialogue with society >

Clusters,
consortia and
networks of the
Third mission
Università Cattolica participates in clusters,

Main collaborations
• Agenzia per la promozione
della ricerca europea (APRE)

• ART-ER S. cons. p. a.
• Associazione Clust-ER Agroalimentare
• Associazione Fabbrica Intelligente
Lombardia AFIL

consortia, associations and networks with
Third Mission aims, whose social objectives

• BI-REX - Big Data Innovation

include technology transfer, support for
entrepreneurship, the management of
training and networking activities linked
to the enhancement of research, access
to

public

funding

oriented

towards

technology transfer, placement services,
public engagement, and the enhancement
of artistic and cultural heritage.
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& Research Excellence

• Centro di Ricerche e Studio in
Management Sanitario (CERISMAS)
• Citimap Società Consortile a R.L.
• CL.uster A.grifood N.azionale “CL.A.N.”
• Cluster Alta Tecnologia Agrifood
Lombardia - CAT.AL

•
•
•
•
•
•

Clust-ER Greentech
Cluster Lombardo della Mobilità
Cluster Lombardo Scienze della vita
Consorzio Milano Ricerche
Consorzio MUSP
Euplantcroop

• Farm Animal Breeding & reproduction
Technology Platform (FABRE)

• Fondazione Centro studi nazionale
per il controllo e la gestione
dei rischi aziendali

• Fondazione Cluster regionale
lombardo Tecnologie per
gli Ambienti di Vita

• Fondazione Cluster Tecnologie
per le Smart Cities & Communities Lombardia
• Innovation Experience HUB
(InnexHUB)

• Istituto sui Trasporti e la Logistica (ITL)
• Laboratorio Energia e Ambiente
Piacenza (LEAP s.c.a r.l.)
• Rete delle Università per lo Sviluppo
Sostenibile (RUS)
• Il sistema sportivo universitario
nazionale (UNISPORT Italia)

In dialogue with society >

Heritage
and cultural
activities

The University Library and Document System

By way of example, other historical archives of the university are: the Archive for the

Together, the libraries of the various campuses of Università Cattolica have a

History of the Catholic Social Movement in Italy ‘Mario Romani’ (Milan campus); the

patrimony of 1,251,913 printed works (monographs and abstracts), 26,293

Historical Archive of the Resistance in Brescia and the Contemporary Age and the

Università Cattolica has in its DNA a

15,577 multimedia works (DVDs and CD-ROMs); they Archive for the History of Education in Italy (Brescia campus).
also share a rich collection of electronic resources, consisting of 64,933
Archaeological excavations
e-journals, 434,176 e-books and 743 databases, together with advanced

particular attention and sensitivity to the

search tools such as the discovery tool Summon and Yewno Discover. Each library

conservation, protection and promotion of

provides bibliographic research and support services for scientific research, and

tangible and intangible artistic and cultural

some of them hold rare and valuable book collections and cultural archives.

heritage, which it wishes to make available
and share with the academic and city
community.

printed periodicals and

Partnerships and innovative projects
The University Library and Document System has developed projects to enhance
the cultural heritage of organisations of national importance such as the Touring

In 2019, Università Cattolica managed or collaborated on the following
archaeological excavations:

• Castelseprio (VA): archaeological park on the UNESCO list since 2011
• Tor dei Pagà (Vione, BS): area for archaeological investigation and popular
promotion

• Field 6, Baratti and Populonia Archaeological Park - Val di Cornia Parks (LI):
archaeological park

Club Italiano, the Veneranda Biblioteca Ambrosiana, the PIME Foundation and the

• Palazzo Pignano (CR): archaeological area with scientific research excavation

Russia Cristiana Foundation.

• Adulis (Eritrea): an archaeological area and park in planning

Cultural and historical archives

University Music Studium

The patrimony of the University Library and Document System is constantly

Since 2013, Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore has set up the Studium Musicale

enriched by cultural funds, such as the personal archive of the poet Franco Loi,

di Ateneo, a body aimed at promoting cultural-musical interaction between

now kept in the Milan Library. In order to facilitate researchers, a project was also

music and the other disciplines professed at the University, through cultural and

launched to create an on-line catalogue of the University’s institutional and cultural

educational initiatives, events and concerts. The aim is to bring out the community

archives, dedicated to the archival materials of the Historical Archives and Libraries

of student musicians and passionate music lovers who attend the university and, at

of Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore. The University has always paid particular

the same time, to provide a “musical service” adapted to the needs of the university

attention to the preservation and archiving of documents produced and acquired

on various institutional, liturgical, cultural and educational occasions.

in the course of its activities, in particular through the General Archive for the

In 2019, 15 initiatives were organised, including Lunch Concerts, workshops,

History of Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore.

concert dialogues, Piano City and other musical moments.

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore Annual Report 2020

In dialogue with society >

Public health
The Faculty of Medicine and the Policlinico

Medical research
activity

A. Gemelli are positioned at the heart of
the health system, developing and disse-

During 2018, the Policlicnico distinguished itself in

minating a national and international refe-

prestigious university research areas obtained through

rence model for the management, orga-

competitive calls. These projects relate to scientific areas

nisation, technology and use of medicine.

such as oncology, which has always been one of the

The synergy between the faculty and the
polyclinic ensures the high quality of care,
the constant search for innovation in tre-

pillars of the Foundation’s research, metabolic diseases,
chronic diseases, genetic and autoimmune diseases,
infectious diseases and new diagnostics.

atment and the indispensable nature of a
university polyclinic.
The

University

Polyclinic

Foundation

A. Gemelli, following the procedure initiated on 3 August 2017 with the signing of
the regional decree by the President of the
Lazio Region, is now officially an Institute
for Research and Treatment of a Scientific
Character (IRCCS) for the disciplines of “Personalised Medicine” and “Innovative Biotechnology”.

10.5
15
67

million, the total amount
of contracted research projects
projects funded by the Ministry of Health - Finalized Research
Call - to be launched in 2019, 10 of which have a young
researcher as Principal Investigator

Clinical activity

» 1,575

» 96,873

» 380

» 81,826

» 4,109

» 60,880

» 5,315

» 53,747

total beds

organ transplants
carried out during the

total births

employees

non-profit research

discharged patients

access to the E.R.
in one year

surgeries

training hours
for the staff

» 10,702,953
outpatient checks

Source Annual Report 2019 - Fondazione Policlincio Universitario A- Gemelli IRCCS
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Lifelong Learning
Università Cattolica responds to the many
needs for updating and specialisation
that emerge throughout university and
professional life (lifelong learning).
A pioneer in this field, the University has a
tradition of more than half a century. Today,
lifelong learning activities make use of
technological innovations for their fruition
and address a very wide audience of new
graduates and workers: teachers, doctors,
professionals and operators of the non
profit sector and practitioners.

297
11
27
283

continuing education courses
delivered with 12,877 participants

IFTS courses activated
with 230 participants
specialisation courses activated
with 399 participants
CEM courses (continuous education
in medicine) with 6,643 participants

Data referring to the a.y. 2018-2019
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Continuing education, offered through the
widespread network of the University’s five
campuses, comprises advanced training
courses, courses to prepare for competitive
examinations and state exams (lawyers,
judges, social workers, labour consultants),
executive and managerial courses.

In dialogue with society >

Cattolicaper
Università Cattolica focuses its attention
on society and the labour market,
pooling all its scientific and cultural
expertise,

particularly

in

Serving society, professional
worlds and start-ups
Cattolicaper

professional

sectors of great interest to the University.

• SPORTS

• NON-PROFIT

The claim “Cattolicaper” collaborates

The University offers sports clubs and managers constant

It provides training and consultancy services to the complex

with the various spheres of the economic

and qualified support in every strategic area: technical-sports,

and varied field of institutions, associations, NGOs, social enterprises,

and

corporate strategy, communication and marketing, legal & finance,

foundations and cooperatives of the Third Sector.

institutional

system,

through

qualified higher education, research and

human resources development, social impact..

consultancy services, and involves more
than 100 researchers and professionals,
able

to

guarantee

businesses

and

organisations a dedicated contribution
with high added value.

• PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
• TOURISM

It provides multidisciplinary and integrated expertise,

It designs targeted training courses and carries out research

alongside public administrations in disseminating

and consultancy activities to promote widespread, integrated,

the culture of innovation, to make the public system

sustainable and safe tourism.

increasingly modern, functional and efficient.

• SCHOOL

• START UPS

It offers a wide range of services, from training of teachers

Through its wealth of relationships with incubators, contamination

and principals (initial, advanced and in-service), services

labs, banks, technology poles, startuppers, foundations and venture

for students and families, counselling for institutes

financing, it supports the culture of self-entrepreneurship by helping

and school networks.

business ideas to develop and take shape into innovative enterprises.
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Public
Engagement

In 2019, the University implemented the following different types of initiatives on its campuses:

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore
organises more than 1,300 initiatives
and/or events, which can be classified
as Public Engagement, i.e. the set of
activities institutionally organised by the
university or its non-profit structures with
educational, cultural and social development value and addressed to a non-academic public.
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17
553
410
22
15
72

association meetings and ceremonies/awards
conferences, events and meetings
meetings, seminars and round tables
study days
company recruiting days
company presentations and testimonials

101
14
4
16
83

workshops
concerts
theatrical performances
exhibitions
film and book presentations

In dialogue with society >

Media and Press
Presenza

Multimedia production centre

It is the historical house organ of Università Cattolica, which

The Multimedia Production Centre develops photographic,

https://twitter.com/unicatt

can also be browsed online.

video, audio, podcasts, events or streaming programmes, as

https://www.facebook.com/unicatt

well as content for the web and social media. The operational

https://www.instagram.com/unicatt

base in the television studio in Via Sant’Agnese in Milan

https://www.linkedin.com/school/166693/admin

www.unicatt.it/presenza

enhances the skills and equipment, integrating them with

Secondo Tempo

additional, more modern facilities to produce quality products.

It is a platform of the University, coordinated by a director who

Social media

https://www.youtube.com/user/younicatt

The centre aims to operate as a real and proper Media House.

produces, collects and publishes content. The site is a real
content-factory divided into different sections, from events to
news, from podcasts to videos, from web reports to photo news.
Designed with a mobile-first logic, “Secondo tempo” features
dual navigation both by topics of interest and by popularity
boxes, with the possibility of creating profiled newsletters.
secondotempo.cattolicanews.it

Secondo Tempo

Le parole di domani le scriviamo insieme
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Vita e Pensiero
The publishing house of the Università Cattolica has a rich catalogue of books and scientific journals that contribute to the dissemination of ideas, knowledge and skills from the academy to society.
Vita e Pensiero therefore plays an important role in promo-

Editorial output for the year 2019

ting the heritage of Catholic and humanist inspiration in an
intense comparison and dialogue with the contemporary
culture, especially in the fields of philosophy, literature, sociology,
history, art and pedagogy, of justice, communication and media,
and of course of religion, including among its authors also authoritative voices from the secular world.
The cultural magazine “Vita e Pensiero” is also the bi-monthly ma-

Volume Typology

New works

New editions

Reprints

Total

Culture

24

1

28

53

University

54

1

49

104

Total 2019

78

2

77

157

gazine of the University: a periodical of culture and debate open
to reflections on the contemporary world, which since 2017 has
been joined by a fortnightly publication in digital format entitled
“VP Plus”.
“La Rivista del Clero”, on the other hand, is aimed at all those
who hold positions of responsibility in the Italian Church (bishops,
priests and committed lay people).
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Special
projects

International solidarity
Università Cattolica promotes and supports cooperation projects

Every year, students have a mission experience in a number of developing

in Africa, Latin America, Asia, Europe and the Middle East, with the

countries thanks to Mission Exposure, a project implemented by the

direct involvement of students, lecturers and technical-administrative

Pastoral Centre and PIME in collaboration with the University Centre for

staff, thanks to public and private funding and to the 5x1000 funds

International Solidarity.

allocated to the University.

The University Centre for International Solidarity (CeSI) has been

This commitment has many facets: research and academic training

coordinating the international cooperation and solidarity activities of

with courses in Italy or abroad; consultancy to universities and

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore since 2006 and is responsible for

institutions, with the training of academic or administrative staff; social

promoting the synergy between the numerous projects promoted in

entrepreneurship, with the preparation of entrepreneurs in developing

the various locations of the University and by the twelve faculties.

countries and support for the launch of start-ups; projects in the field
managed directly or on behalf of donors.
In 2019, 46 students and recent graduates - thanks to the
UCSC Charity Work Program promoted by the University in
collaboration with the Istituto Toniolo of Higher Studies - enriched
their educational path by participating in international volunteer
experiences in developing countries.
Other students and recent graduates (45 in 2017) carried out
International Volunteering in Asia, Africa or South America, thanks
to the partnership between UCSC International and the international
association WorldEndeavors.
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Competence centre
for over-indebtedness
In 2019, Università Cattolica set up the Competence Center for the
phenomenon of over-indebtedness, at the invitation of the Diocese
of Milan, Caritas Ambrosiana and the San Bernardino Foundation. Other
promoters are: Centesimus Annus Foundation, Prospera and Ucid and
several stakeholders involved, including Abi and Banca d’Italia.
The working group of experts from different areas (legal, economic,
financial, psychological) and market fields initiated moments of dialogue
and discussion on this phenomenon, according to the formula of the
university debate and coordinated by academics.
The aim is to analyse the worrying phenomenon of over-indebtedness of
families and small businesses, identify possible solutions and propose new
practices, also with a view to prevention. In particular, the Competence
Center proposes to identify new banking and legal models to increase
the level of prevention, to promote financial education among citizens
and businesses and to publish a research report in 2020 that contains
the results of the meetings and reflections made by those involved
(Il fenomeno del sovraindebitamento - Quaderno a cura del Competence
Center).
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In dialogue with society >

Unesco Chair on Education
for Human Development

Gravissimum Educationis
Foundation

Established in 2018, the UNESCO Chair was presented to the

Since 2019, Università Cattolica has been participating in the

academic community and civil society at the international

implementation of the project “Democracy: an educational

conference “Rethinking Education” in 2019.

urgency in multicultural and multireligious contexts”.

The Chair develops action-research projects to learn about

Among the 14 universities, the so-called Antennae, where

and promote the development of training and education

the project is currently underway, is our University, which

activities in developing countries and training initiatives to foster

is engaged in a research programme on ‘The protection

international student collaboration and exchange in the spirit of

and promotion of fundamental rights in multicultural and

Service Learning.

multireligious contexts’.

Centesimus Annus
Foundation
In 2019, the collaboration with the Centesimus Annus Pro
Pontefice Foundation, committed to the dissemination of the
Church’s social doctrine, an objective shared with the University
Centre of the same name, was renewed. This commitment saw
the University involved in the organisation of the consultation
‘Ethos, Education and Training: Avenues towards equality and
ethical behaviours in the digital era’, which was held at the
Milan campus in January 2020.

Il Cortile dei Gentili
Since 2019, the University has initiated a multidisciplinary
reflection on the theme “Post-humanism and new technologies”
with the “Courtyard of the Gentiles” and its Scientific Council. A
structure of the Pontifical Council for Culture, which was set
up to foster encounters and dialogue between believers
and non-believers. The questions to be answered are: what
is the role and place of the human being in today’s globalised
world? What are the new anthropological and social models
resulting from the advent of new technologies? What are the
new ethical challenges in the field of artificial intelligence,
medicine, biology and genetics?
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Europe’s largest Catholic University

Milan
The cloisters in Largo Agostino Gemelli with their early 20th century façade designed by the architect Giovanni Muzio

01. Identity and mission

are the beating heart of the University’s historic campus. Seven other facilities complete the extended campus in the city,
including the first historic site at Sant’Agnese. The Milan Campus of Università Cattolica, with a very important economic

02. Governance and organisation
03. Teaching and Training
04. Scientific research
05. In dialogue with society
06. Five campuses, one university
07. The institutional network
of Università Cattolica
08. The response to the
health emergency

investment for the University, will be able to count on 1,200 more student places by 2021.

» 28,484
»8

students enrolled in undergraduate,
integrated, and graduate degree programmes

faculties

» 22

departments

» 45

research centres

»1

institute

»3

schools of specialisation

» 151,000 m

2

intended for university activity,
including student services, administrative
offices and common functions

Five campuses, one university >

Academic offer

Students enrolled
in degree programmes
Faculty

a.y. 2019-2020

magistrale

Economics
Undergraduate and integrated
degree programmes
Graduate
degree programmes

7,231

21,253

Law
Arts and philosophy

Integrated
programmes

4+1 interfaculty
1

Graduate
programmes
6+5 interfaculty

1

4+1 interfaculty

3+3 interfaculty

Psychology

1

4

School of Banking, Finance
and Insurance Sciences

1

2+1 interfaculty
3+2 interfaculty

Education

1+1 interfaculty

Linguistic sciences
and foreign literatures

1+1 interfaculty

2

Political sciences

4+1 interfaculty

5

3

4

Interfaculty courses
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Undergraduate
programmes

1

Five campuses, one university >

Enrolments by faculty
a.y. 2019-2020

8,718

3,688

Students enrolled in graduate, integrated and undergraduate degree programmes
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Political sciences

2,791
Linguistic sciences and
foreign literatures

Psychology

Arts and
philosophy

Law

Economics

1,751

3,925

Education

2,990 2,986

School of Banking, Finance
and Insurance Sciences

1,635
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Europe’s largest Catholic University

Brescia
For more than fifty years, the Brescia campus of Università Cattolica, housed in the historic Palazzo Martinengo Cesaresco

01. Identity and mission

dell’Aquilone, has been welcoming young people interested in education, literature, exact sciences, performing arts
and art, technology, psychology and social work.

02. Governance and organisation
03. Teaching and Training
04. Scientific research

Cutting-edge laboratories, working on the frontier of renewable energy and nanotechnology, create a small but industrious
‘global village of science’ open to the international scientific community.

» 4,426

students enrolled in undergraduate, integrated
and graduate degree programmes

»6

faculties

06. Five campuses, one university

»2

departments

07. The institutional network
of Università Cattolica

» 10

08. The response to the
health emergency

» 24,000 m

05. In dialogue with society

research centres

2

intended for university activity,
including student services, administrative
offices and common functions

Five campuses, one university >

Academic offer

Students enrolled
in degree programmes

magistrale
magistrale
Mathematical, Physichal
and Natural Sciences

a.y. 2019-2020

Undergraduate and integrated
degree programmes

Graduate degree
programmes

Faculty

3,729

697

Integrated
programmes

Graduate
programmes

1

2

Arts and Philosophy

3

2

Psychology

1

1

Education

1

Linguistic Sciences
and Foreign Literatures

1

1

Political and Social
Sciences

2

1

Interfaculty programmes
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Undergraduate
programmes

1

1

1

447
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290
Political and Social
Sciences

Mathematical, physichal
and Natural Sciences

Linguistic Sciences
and Foreign Literatures

Education

528

Psychology

Arts and Philosophy

Five campuses, one university >

Students enrolled
by faculty

a.y. 2019-2020

1,749
1,041
371
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Europe’s largest Catholic University

Piacenza and Cremona
The close relationship between students and professors/lecturers, the efficiency of the facilities and services and the

01. Identity and mission

strong link with the local area create the ideal conditions for those who want to dedicate themselves to their studies.
Thanks to this particular ‘Campus dimension’, students can graduate quickly and be easily integrated into the world of

02. Governance and organisation
03. Teaching and Training

work. For over sixty years, this has been the Università Cattolica in Cremona and Piacenza, in the centre of the Po Valley
and at the heart of the Italian agri-food system. Three active faculties: Agriculture, Food and Environmental Sciences,
Economics and Law (which is distinguished by its international Double Degree network) and Education.
The research carried out on the two campuses is of international standing, particularly in the agri-food, environmental
and economic sectors.

04. Scientific research
05. In dialogue with society

» 3,342

06. Five campuses, one university

»3

faculties

07. The institutional network
of Università Cattolica

»6

departments

08. The response to the
health emergency

» 14

students enrolled in undergraduate, integrated
and graduate degree programmes

research centres

» 61,000 m

2

destined to university activity,
including student services, administrative
offices and common functions

Five campuses, one university >

Academic offer

Students enrolled in degree programmes
Piacenza					Cremona
a.y. 2019-2020

a.y. 2019-2020

Undergraduate and integrated
degree programmes

1,802

Graduate degree
programmes

1,163

Undergraduate and integrated
degree programmes

Graduate degree
programmes

Faculty

magistrale

Economics and Law
Agriculture, Food and
Environmental Sciences
Education

Interfaculty programmes
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312

65

Undergraduate
programmes
1

Integrated
programmes
1

Graduate
programmes
2+1 interfaculty

3+1 interfaculty

3+1 interfaculty

1

1

1

Five campuses, one university >

Students enrolled by faculty
Piacenza										 Cremona
a.y. 2019-2020

a.y. 2019-2020

1,996
196
181
264

Students enrolled in undergraduated, graduated and integrated degree programmes
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Agriculture, Food
and Environmental
Sciences

Economics and law

Education

Agriculture, Food
and Environmental
Sciences

Economics and Law

705
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Europe’s largest Catholic University

Rome
The Rome campus, with the Faculty of Medicine and Surgery and the Faculty of Economics, guarantees an avant-garde,

01. Identity and mission

interdisciplinary educational offer that is increasingly appreciated by international students.
Thanks to the prestigious partnership with the Fondazione Policlinico Universitario Agostino Gemelli IRCCS, the synergy

02. Governance and organisation
03. Teaching and Training

between teaching, research and healthcare constitutes a unique “training laboratory” where students can “experiment” with
the knowledge acquired in the classroom, confronting themselves with clinical activity and the complexity of organisation and
management. Programmes in the medical-health field are also provided in a number of health centres distributed throughout
the country, which not only ensure the Faculty’s presence at national level, but also represent a strategic network for professional
courses, thanks to highly qualified internships.

04. Scientific research
05. In dialogue with society

» 5,146
»2
»9
» 23
» 44
» 83,000 m

students enrolled in undergraduate, integrated,
and graduate degree programmes

faculties

06. Five campuses, one university

departments

07. The institutional network
of Università Cattolica
08. The response to the
health emergency

research centres

schools of specialisation

2

intended for university activity,
including student services, administrative
offices and common functions

Five campuses, one university >

Academic offer

Students enrolled
in degree programmes
a.y. 2019-2020

magistrale

Faculty

magistrale
Undergraduate and integrated
degree programmes

Graduate degree
programmes

4,685

461

Undergraduate
programmes

Integrated
programmes

Graduate
programmes

Medicine and surgery

2+1 interfaculty

Health Profession
Degree Programmes

13*

2**

1 interfaculty

1 interfaculty

1

1

Economics
Interfaculty programmes

3

1 interfaculty

* In addition to Rome, courses are also offered in other cities in Lazio, Piedmont, Lombardy, Trentino Alto
Adige, Basilicata and Molise.
** In addition to Rome, the courses are held in Turin and Moncrivello (VC).
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Students enrolled
by faculty
a.y. 2019-2020

4,696

Medicine
and surgery

Economics

450

Students enrolled to undergraduate, graduate and integrated degree programmes
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The new Brescia campus
Classes will begin in the 2021-2022 academic year on the new Mompiano
campus of the Brescia campus of Università Cattolica. The new spaces, located
in the city’s Hills Park, cover an area of 14,700 square metres on a total lot of
20,500 square metres, about half of which is green space.
The new centre reinforces the roots in the area and will offer the possibility of
expanding the range of courses on offer in the six active faculties.
It will have 29 classrooms of different sizes with a total of 2,000 seats, three
computer labs (105 seats), 13 physics labs, 55 professors/lecturers’ rooms, 12
meeting rooms, four study rooms (220 seats) in addition to the library which
will contain 180,000 volumes and 70 seats, two rooms for final dissertation
discussions, a canteen with two bar areas and an adjoining library, a chapel
for celebrations, a football pitch and a gym.
Particular attention has been paid to aesthetic redevelopment and
environmental sustainability with direct interventions but also with investments
shared with the Municipality of Brescia for the construction of a special cyclepedestrian path.
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The new Cremona campus
From the 2020-2021 academic year, the teaching activities of the Cremona
campus of Università Cattolica will be held in the former Monastero di Santa
Monica, in Via Bissolati, a prestigious historical complex in the city centre.
Its enhancement is the result of a huge investment supported by the Giovanni
Arvedi and Luciana Buschini Foundation and an institutional agreement between
the University, the Foundation itself, the Municipality of Cremona, the Province of
Cremona, the Lombardy Region and the Cariplo Foundation.
The graduate degrees in Agricultural and food economics and Food processing:
innovation and tradition are taught entirely in English, thus encouraging the
participation of foreign students, and double degrees and exchange programmes
with numerous universities abroad are active. Teaching spaces are integrated
with laboratories and research facilities.
Cremona, indeed, is characterised as the place of important research and higher
education centres. When fully operational, it will have a 200-seat lecture theatre,
19 classrooms with a total capacity of 988 seats, a computer laboratory (40
workstations), numerous research and teaching laboratories, study rooms (for a
total of 100 seats), a library with over 14,000 volumes, a chapel and a bar. Special
attention has been paid to aesthetic upgrading and environmental sustainability.
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The institutional network of Università Cattolica >

The Giuseppe
Toniolo
Institute for
Higher Studies

Serving students, the university and society for
100 years
The Giuseppe Toniolo Institute of Higher Studies is the founding body
of Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, and has the task of guaranteeing
the pursuit of its institutional aims, in particular with regard to the strategic
and cultural choices, as well as the ideal and educational guidelines of the
University.
It promotes the link between Università Cattolica and the Italian dioceses;
it supports the integration of deserving students into the University by
awarding more than 200 study grants and prizes each year; it works to
qualify the educational project of the Colleges on Campus; it contributes
to the internationalisation process of the University.
The Institute contributes to the University’s Third Mission and intervenes in the
public debate by enhancing the University’s scientific work through surveys
and research projects aimed at improving the social and cultural life of
the country. In this sense, in 2011 the Institute launched the Osservatorio
Giovani (Youth Observatory) which, in collaboration with IPSOS, carries out
the broadest representative survey available on young Italians and publishes
an annual Report; in 2019 it inaugurated the Laboratorio Futuro initiative,
which operates through an in-depth analysis of issues and policies perceived
as urgent by public opinion and sketches 10-year scenarios for the country.

www.istitutotoniolo.it
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The EDUCatt
Foundation

EDUCatt is the non-profit foundation to which Università Cattolica
has entrusted the implementation of measures to encourage access,
attendance and regularity of studies through the management of
services related to the right to university study.
Today, EDUCatt offers its support at the Cattolica University’s campuses
in Milan, Brescia, Piacenza-Cremona and Rome, through a series of
services designed to make the course of study easier and more fruitful.

EDUCatt offers the following services for students:
• scholarships, special grants and other economic aids
• housing solutions, colleges and university residences,
• accommodation on demand and housing network
• catering, food designed around the profile of university
users in directly managed facilities and in partnerships,
but also social cooking
• health care and psychological counselling, nursing services,
specialist and general medical examinations
• sport as a meeting opportunity and pathways to wellness
and personal well-being
• study tools, books and publishing solutions, through
the distribution of EDUCatt editions specifically designed
for university courses, free lending, used-for-sale storage
and digital HUBs
• conventions and opportunities
• eSharing: technology devices on loan (personal computers,
tablets, routers for internet access) and sharing
www.educatt.it
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to facilitate the use for teaching and studying purposes
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The Fondazione
Policlinico
Universitario
Agostino
Gemelli IRCCS

In 2015, Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore and Istituto Toniolo set
up the Fondazione Policlinico Universitario Agostino Gemelli IRCCS, a
private non-profit organisation.
A synergical partnership between education, research and care that
works every day to build the future, a laboratory where students put
to use and test the knowledge they have acquired during their degree
programmes.
The mission of the Foundation, in close connection with the Faculty of
Medicine and Surgery and the Graduate School of Health Economics
and Management of the Healthcare Systems of the Faculty of Economics is to carry out health care activities for the protection of human health in the field of assistance, training in health management, scientific
research and innovation in the biomedical and health fields.
The Foundation was given the hospital structure of the Policlinico Gemelli, opened in 1964 as an integral part of Università Cattolica.
In 2018, the Foundation obtained recognition by the Ministry of Health
as an Institute of Hospitalization and Treatment with Scientific Character (IRCCS) for the disciplines of “Personalized Medicine” and “Innovative Biotechnology”.
A total of 5,315 employees work at the polyclinic in Rome.

www.policlinicogemelli.it
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The response to the
health emergency

A crisis to come
out of better
It is a challenge that the University has met
during the serious pandemic crisis that
has affected the entire world in 2020: to
succeed in playing its cultural, social and
civil role, despite the severe limitations imposed by the lockdown and the Covid-19
containment measures, and, at the same
time, to lay the foundations for a rebirth
that builds on the innovations it has experienced.

“

The response to the health emergency >

Suddenly unable to carry out its educational mission in the usual manner, our
academic community made an intensive effort to ensure the continuation of teaching activities in all faculties. Substantial investments were necessary, but these
alone would have remained lifeless.
It was the commitment of individuals and the collaboration between professors/
lecturers and staff that made it possible to drastically reorganise the modus operandi of around four thousand professors/lecturers and offer hundreds of thousands
of hours of online lectures, hold scheduled exam sessions, discuss dissertations,
as well as organise webinars and other popular virtual events, ensure access to the
bibliographic heritage, and follow up on the wide and varied scientific research
activities. The overall result, after overcoming the inevitable initial difficulties,
was recognised by many as satisfactory and appreciated.

“

Franco Anelli, Rector of Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore
Message for University Day 2020
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The safety protocol
Università Cattolica was one of the first in Italy to adopt a
health safety protocol to guarantee community protection
measures. This document has been constantly updated - taking
into account the trend of the epidemiological curve, the health
institutions’ and the Government’s indication - by a multidisciplinary task force made up of doctors and professors from the
Faculty of Medicine and Surgery and the Fondazione Policlinico
Universitario “A. Gemelli” Irccs, who have been involved since the
beginning of the emergency in health management through the
Covid Hospital Columbus 2 , which is completely dedicated to
the care of Covid-19 patients.
https://www.unicatt.it/info-covid-19
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Distance learning.
Ensuring the effectiveness
of a model

The #eCatt project and the new
digitally enhanced didactics

From the first day of the suspension of attendance (24 February

While waiting to return to fully live social relationships in presence,

2020), Università Cattolica has guaranteed the regular course

to rediscover the value of the meeting between professors/lectu-

of study for all those enrolled in its faculties.

rers and students in order to build people, knowledge and com-

1,877 professors/lecturers have achieved an overall total of 37,419 distance learning lessons: 26,564 video lessons recorded and uploaded

petence, Università Cattolica guarantees a teaching model that

As of 30 May

on Blackboard, the university’s learning management system

platform, 10,855 live lessons broadcast live with students
connected at the same time and realised through Collaborate
Ultra, one of Blackboard’s most innovative tools.
From 18 March to 23 June,

6,775

exam calls took place

allows all students enrolled in its degree programmes to participate in teaching activities even remotely, with streamed live lessons
(the classrooms are equipped so that it is possible to broadcast
live), video recordings, support teaching material and constant interaction with professors/lecturers.
Remote but not virtual didactics, the result of a strategic alliance
of competences between iLab, the e-learning service of Univer-

525 graduation
commissions regularly took place. Finally, 4,197 profes-

sità Cattolica, Cremit, the Research Centre for Media Education,

sors/lecturers have participated in webinars on teaching te-

teaching was designed according to the best scientific standards,

chnologies.

which proved effective in the months of emergency and which

regularly. From 11 March until 23 June,

Innovation and Technology Literacy and the Faculties. Integrated

the University has further improved in view of the future academic
years. Four possible scenarios of remote teaching have been
envisaged and they can be combined to create courses rich in
content, which are also integrated and interactive.
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Dual mode

Online orientation

The professor/lecturer is in the classroom with some students in attendance and others con-

Before the success of a format full of events that are both con-

nected remotely. You can share slides, applications, write on a shared whiteboard and interact

structive and provide orientation, Università Cattolica also carried

with remotely connected students via audio and chat, using a virtual classroom platform.

out remote orientation initiatives that were an opportunity to build

Alternatively, professors/lecturers can use a lecture capture, which allows synchronised screen

culture around the events. The main events for the presenta-

or slide capture and chat contact with remotely connected students. The lesson can be recorded

tion of the academic offer, the Open Days, have been transfor-

and published in Blackboard.

med into a digital format, allowing them to be extended and

Online interactive lecture
The professor/lecturer delivers his/her lesson in a classroom equipped with a PC or from home

become Open Weeks, with a mixed programme of information
and expert commentary, round tables and advisory sessions.

while the students follow the lesson remotely.
The use of a virtual classroom platform guarantees real-time audio and video communication,
the possibility to interact via audio and video with students, sharing of content, slides, applications, shared whiteboard. Alternatively, the professor/lecturer can use a lecture capture platform,
which allows synchronised screen or slide capture and chat contact with remotely connected
students. The lesson can be recorded and published in Blackboard.

Talking head
The professor/lecturer records the lecture in advance, either from home or at the university, and
publishes it on his/her Blackboard course page for students to view and listen to.
The video lesson may contain video footage of the professor/lecturer and slides or other teaching material produced to support the lesson.

Voice over presentation
The professor/lecturer produces audio content, slideshows, podcasts, and publishes it in his/her
Blackboard course page so that students can view and listen to it.
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Lifelong Learning...
continues
“Person at the centre” was not just a slogan, but a real ethical
approach, a commitment of a social nature that also stood out
in terms of the provision of continuing education courses, which
were delivered in blended formula and Mooc, remotely, open to
all and free.

2
13
9,678

blended degree programmes
MOOC courses activated
students enrolled in MOOCs
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Communicating on the emergency
and during the pandemic
The main dissemination and promotion events of the academic offer were almost entirely digital with ad hoc formats. The two events lockdown and Open Week LT recorded peaks in the
total number of views of the live broadcasts on the University’s social networks at the May

59 hours of streaming e 122 thousand people connected. The same
applies in November, with the winter LT Open Week with 45 hours of live broadcast and 94
initiatives with

thousand views.
Videos also recorded a peak in views, most intense in March.

243,038 total views corre-

spond to the beginning of the Covid19 crisis and the subsequent increase in information seeking on
digital platforms and access to services from remote locations.
Video communications with testimonies from students and professors/lecturers are part of this.
New in 2020 are podcasts, which have seen a surge in the months of: February with
people listening mainly in relation to Covid interviews, April with
mainly for LM Open Weeks, October with

1,500

1,426 listeners connected

1,364 ratings mainly related to the commentary on

the papal encyclical ‘Fratelli tutti’.
With regard to the website, the high navigation values for the “Portal” reflect the intensity with which
the university population, primarily enrolled students, monitored news, updates and communications
relating to the management of teaching activities by the University throughout the year.
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The highest value, the peak in September with

5,370,585 hits, is justified by the interest in the

resumption and start of lessons.
The @unicatt social channels also recorded an increase in the consumption of news and information on academic activities and services, in particular in March with
Twitter,

33,209 interactions on LinkedIn, 72,721

6,891 interactions on

interactions on Instagram.

From January to December, followers of social channels @unicatt have grown considerably, with the
number exceeding

130 thousand

followers on Facebook, an increase of +7.14%, a

positive delta of +10.71% of Linkedin followers, an increase of +48% of Instagram followers.
Università Cattolica has also played an important social and cultural role, which has been enhanced
by communication.
Information, reassurance, recommendations, technical, scientific, behavioural, medical and health guidelines were the subject of many interviews with professors/lecturers and experts at the University
through events and interventions in digital mode, such as round tables and talk shows.
Scientific support, counselling, containment of anxieties and fears were the focus of remotely managed initiatives, which were able to reach a large, attentive and interested audience.

The response to the health emergency >
Università Cattolica not only tackled the pandemic crisis by
using the most up-to-date digital teaching tools, according
to the best scientific standards, which proved effective in the
months of the emergency, but it has also learned from this
challenge how to continue to be a true university, where pre-

“

sence and distance dialogue virtuously. And virtually.

You never come out of a crisis the same. If you come out of it, you
come out better or worse. But not the same as before.
You can go backwards or create something that was not there before.
What we need is the opportunity to change, to make room for the
emergence of something new that is now missing.

“

Pope Francis
Let us dream
The path to a better future
Piemme, 2020
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The Annual Report 2020 of Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore reports the results of the University
in the fields of teaching, research and the so-called “Third Mission”, i.e. the contribution made to the
economic and cultural growth of society.
The document represents an opportunity for Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore to reflect on transparency,
in dialogue with its stakeholders and with the public opinion in our country and faithful to the particular
meaning that the term “mission” has for our University - given its cultural roots.
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Milan
largo A. Gemelli,1
tel. 02 7234 1
milano.unicatt.it

Piacenza
via Emilia Parmense, 64
tel. 0523 599 111
piacenza.unicatt.it

Cremona
via Bissolati, 74
tel. 0372 499 110
piacenza.unicatt.it

www.unicatt.it
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Brescia
via Trieste, 17
tel. 030 2406 1
brescia.unicatt.it

Rome
largo F. Vito, 1
tel. 06 3015 1
roma.unicatt.it

